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I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. Psalm 118:17 NRSV 
 
     Eternal life is a central theme of Christian faith, so reading this verse and the entire 118th Psalm to be 
about eternal life is understandable. That is how I received this text for many years. I have come to believe 
that the important message is that life can be claimed in ways that matter in the present. The psalmist, I 
believe, is proclaiming a commitment to live life passionately, not eternally.  
 
     The assertion that “I shall not die, but I shall live…” points to the difference that passion can make. Too 
many of us have yet to die, but are not “living”. Living is active. It is more than not being dead. When we 
determine to live, we indicate the intention of doing something. By yoking these intentions with our Lord, we 
can be expected for these passionate actions to be life giving for others, as well as ourselves. 
 
     The approaching day of Pentecost has long been associated with dramatic revelation and the birth of the 
Church. It was on that day that thousands of believers declared a difference between being alive and being 
“not dead”. I pray that today’s Christians and the congregations in which we serve will determine to live. 
 
God of Life, 
Provoke us to meaningful actions, that others might discover and engage your Gospel message and the power 
that it offers each of us to “do something”. 
In Christ, 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Tuesday (March 29, 2016): Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Judges 4:17-23; 5:24-31a; Revelation 12:1-12  
 
Wednesday (March 30, 2016): Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 2 Samuel 6:1-15; Luke 24:1-12  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118:1-2,%2014-24;Judges%204:17-23;%205:24-31a;Revelation%20%2012:1-12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118:1-2,%2014-24;2%20Samuel%206:1-15;Luke%2024:1-12


Thursday, March 31, 2016 
by Brenda Osuga 

Member of the New Church Committee 
 
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord!" Our feet are standing within your gates, 
O Jerusalem. Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. For there the thrones for judgment were 
set up, the thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers." For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, 
"Peace be within you." For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. Psalm 122 NRSV 
 
     What a special, joyous invitation it must have been: “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” This Psalm likely is 
a pilgrimage song that might have been used on the journey to Jerusalem in response to the decree that the 
tribes go up regularly to their holy city. You can imagine the journey with friends and relatives and the concern 
for safety in navigating the landscape with the hot sun beating down and the fear of bandits, especially at 
night.  
 
     Then came the arrival inside the gates that surrounded the city of Jerusalem. This was the holy city, the city 
that housed the Temple, the city of God’s reign! It was the city of the House of David, the seat of justice and 
the representation of peace, even though the city has always been a place of contested territory and unrest. 
The joyfulness of this Psalm as it opens with the group standing within the gates suggests that they have just 
arrived and you can sense the excitement! 
 
     This was an experience of being transformed, to commit to being the one who lives out justice, who lives 
for God’s sake and for the good of others. Though life was not always peaceful, one could live intentionally as 
an agent of peace in a conflicted world.  One could renew a focus on peace, justice and working for good each 
day. 
 
     When we seek to live as agents of peace and justice and share God’s love with others, we bring them into 
community. We might find them living in the shadows of loneliness or abuse, of low self-esteem or just 
needing someone to care or to listen. The more we can bring them into community and into the light of being 
valued and of being valuable to others, the more the blessings of God will open up their hearts and lives. They 
will be like the pilgrims arriving in Jerusalem where they can feel joy and excitement and move toward greater 
wholeness because someone reached out to them seeking their good. It is our pilgrimage also. Let us live each 
day as agents of good and of peace! 
 
PRAYER: God of wholeness, of peace and of joy, 
Thank you for drawing us to you and for calling us to draw others to you as well. You are the source of our 
desire for love, peace and wholeness and you have made us pilgrims to whom and through whom 
transformation happens. Thank you for the journey! Amen! 
   
Readings: 
 
Friday (April 1, 2016): Psalm 150; 1 Samuel 17:19-32; Acts 5:17-26   
 
Saturday (April 2, 2016): Psalm 150; 1 Samuel 17:32-51; Luke 24:36-40  

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20150;1%20Samuel%2017:19-32;Acts%205:17-26
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20150;1%20Samuel%2017:32-51;Luke%2024:36-40


Second Sunday of Easter, April 3, 2016 
by Rev. Enrique Ocasio 

Gender Road Christian Church, Member of the New Church Committee 
 
Psalm 150 
Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Praise God All the Time, All the Time Praise God! 
 
     Psalm 150 is a summons to Praise God. It says why God is to be praised, how God is to be praised, and 
finally, who is to praise God. The One being praised is God, whose sanctuary is above the vault of the heavens. 
God is to be praised as the One who reigns. God is praised for God’s mighty deeds that manifest God’s 
immeasurable greatness, God’s works of creation and salvation. Praise God in God’s fortress in the sky, for 
God’s mighty acts, incredible greatness, with musical instruments and with dance praise God. 
 
     The final line calls upon everything that has breath to praise God, which reminds me of a Spanish “corito” 
(short hymn) we sang in our new church start in Indianapolis, Indiana titled ¡Todo lo que respira, alabe al 
Señor! 
 

// Todo lo que respira, alabe al Señor // 
Alabadle sol y luna, y vosotros todos sus santos. 

// Alabad y bendecid el nombre del Señor. // 
 

Literal Translation: 
Everything that has breath praise God 

Praise sun and moon and bless God all you saints 
Praise and bless the name of our God 

 
Let us praise God all the time, all the time praise God! 
 
Prayer: 
God let us be your Church that praises you all the time and all the time praises you! Amen. 
 
Readings: 
 
Monday (April 4, 2016): Psalm 122; Esther 7:1-10; Revelation 1:9-20 
 
Tuesday (April 5, 2016): Psalm 122; Esther 8:1-17; Revelation 2:8-11 
 
Wednesday (April 6, 2016): Psalm 122; Esther 9:1-5, 18-23; Luke 12:4-12 

 

 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20122;Esther%207:1-10;Revelation%201:9-20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20122;Esther%208:1-17;Revelation%202:8-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20122;Esther%209:1-5,%2018-23;Luke%2012:4-12


Thursday, April 7, 2016 
by Dr. Betty Green 

Chaplin Hiram College 
 
But when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men 
in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 the women were terrified and women their faces to the ground, but 
the men said to them “Why do you look for the living among the dead? Luke 24: 3-5 NRSV 
 
     In this passage the women came to anoint and prepare the body of Jesus, which was their custom. They did 
not know what to think or do when they didn’t find a body. They were not expecting the body to be missing. 
They likely had a lot of questions, but where would they begin to look for answers. Then suddenly, the answer 
comes in an unusual way. The answer came from what they believed were two men dressed in dazzling 
clothing.   
 
     Certainly the women in this passage of scripture had expected something different when they arrive at the 
tomb. Their response was not surprising. They had gotten so comfortable with the way things were that 
change took them by surprise, leaving them so perplexed they didn’t know what to think or do.  
 
     Now, more than a two thousand years later, we still find ourselves confused and perplexed when things do 
not happen or unfold the way we expect. We need to stop getting so comfortable with things the way they are 
as change is inevitable. Change is part of the ebb and flow of life. Being Christian does not make us immune to 
change. We too are perplexed when situations of dramatic change arise.  
 
     Pentecost is a time of dramatic change. Pentecost reminds us that we must practice a living faith. We 
practice a living faith that says Jesus is alive and walks with us and among us. We can hold to the basic truths 
and beliefs of our faith. God loves us and we can trust God.  We can also pray and turn all our concerns over to 
God.  Lord, help us to trust in you in every situation and circumstance and lean not to our own understanding. 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Friday (April 8, 2016): Psalm 30; Isaiah 6:1-4; Revelation 4:1-11  
 
Saturday (April 9, 2016): Psalm 30; Genesis 18:1-8; Luke 14:12-14 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2030;Isaiah%206:1-4;Revelation%204:1-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2030;Genesis%2018:1-8;Luke%2014:12-14


Third Sunday of Easter, April 10, 2016 
by Rev. Chuck  Bentley 

Member the New Church Committee 
 
Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you healed me. I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the 
depths; Psalm 30:2. 
  
     In early 2001 I received a call from Greene Memorial Hospital where my wife Cynthia worked as a nurse. I 
was told that my wife had been admitted as a patient with a possible heart attack. I rushed to the hospital and 
found her to be sitting upright in bed and very alert. The doctor told us that, although serious, he believed that 
she would be capable of continuing her duties by taking the t us back medications he prescribed and getting 
the rest she needed. She was released the following Sunday and I picked her up after church. 
 
     The next day when I arrived home from work, my daughter was visiting her. I suddenly felt a sensation that 
needed attention. Knowing that she had a blood pressure cuff, so I went upstairs and took my blood pressure. 
It was way out of sight, so I went downstairs and told Cynthia that we needed to go to the hospital. She said 
why, I feel fine. I said I don’t. She drove me to the hospital, and it was determined that I was on the verge of a 
heart attack myself. I was admitted and later underwent a triple bypass surgery.  
 
     While going through that and physical therapy, both of us spent a lot of time in prayer and reading 
Scripture. We were reminded that when we ail physically or spiritually, God is there to pick us up and put us 
back together. Cynthia made the comment that "When we both get to heaven, God will see that we have 
brand new hearts." 
 
     Six months later, I was on a fishing trip with two sons and a grandson. Because of rough weather, my canoe 
ran up on a submerged rock and a wave hit us at the same instant, causing our canoe to capsize. Water 
temperature was 54 degrees. We were in the water for approximately 45 minutes before we got to land. 
Neither of us became sick or had any ill effects from the ordeal. 
 
     Two years later, My son, Steve, and I hiked 150 miles on the Appalachian Trail. Steve had a 48 pound 
backpack and I had a 40 pound backpack. Again, there were no ill effects.  
  
     God has promised us eternal life without pain or sorrow, where all things will be made new. Whether our 
hurts are physical, emotional, or spiritual, God can and does make us whole again. 
  
Prayer:  
Father, thank you for granting us your love, and continue in molding us and shaping us into the persons you 
want us to be. Guide us in accomplishing your will always.  
Amen. 
 
Readings: 
 
Monday (April 11, 2016): Psalm 121; Ezekiel 1:1-25; Acts 9:19b-31  
 
Tuesday (April 12, 2016): Psalm 121; Ezekiel 1:26 
 
Wednesday (April 13, 2016): Psalm 121; Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11   
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;Ezekiel%201:1-25;Acts%209:19b-31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;Ezekiel%201:26
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;Isaiah%206:1-8;Luke%205:1-11


Thursday, April 14, 2016 
by Dr. Cynthia Tyson 

Second Chance Christian Church 
 
Psalm 133: 1 “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” 
 
     As a young child I learned that Pentecost is a Christian holy day that celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit 
40 days after Easter, often called the birthday of the Christian church. I remember thinking, wait a birthday 
celebration? Will there be gifts? Will there be cake?  
 
     Today as reflect on those memories, still think about the “birthday of the Christian church”, celebrations 
and gifts and I ask, “As we celebrate Pentecost where are the gifts?”  Our first century brothers and sisters 
were meeting in an upper room- together- in unity when a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting and they received the gift of speaking in tongues! 
Yes it was a celebration with the gift to each one- the gift of tongues - the greatest gift that Jesus could give 
the church because it edifies the individual believer and promoted Christian unity amongst diverse peoples. 
 
     While we may not experience the gift of tongues personally or in our communities of faith- words that edify 
and promote Christian unity in the body of Christ is truly a gift! The Psalmist reminds us of this gift in the holy 
writing for our devotion today, it is good and pleasant when we live (and worship) together in unity. What a 
wonderful gift, worthy of celebration among God’s people in a beloved community pleasantly living 
(worshiping) together! During this season of Pentecost let there be celebration among God’s people of our 
unity and maybe even a little cake.  
 
Readings: 
 
Friday (April 15, 2016): Psalm 23; Ezekiel 20:39-44; Revelation 6:1 
 
Saturday (April 16, 2016): Psalm 23; Ezekiel 28:25-26; Luke 12:29-32 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023;Ezekiel%2020:39-44;Revelation%206:1
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023;Ezekiel%2028:25-26;Luke%2012:29-32


Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 17, 2016 
by Rev. Trayce Stewart 

New Church Planter for Second Chance Christian Church 
 

     One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and 
listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked 
hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had 
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners 
in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For 
he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for 
people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. Luke 5:1-11 NIV 
 

     This story is exciting as a new church pastor, and maybe for anyone in ministry. It reminds us that no matter 
the conditions or how long we’ve been at a project there’s always the opportunity for greater things to come. 
But here’s the trick; it requires us to move and have faith. Jesus and the disciples had surely been doing 
ministry all day long. They were teaching and sharing the ancient stories that had shaped their faith and 
current world. Now at a stopping point Jesus decides he wants to move into deeper water. Peter objects 
because the fishermen who were trained for this exact task had been out all day and hadn’t caught anything. 
It makes sense to Peter that they should try the same thing when others had gotten no results. Nevertheless, 
he has just enough faith to trust Jesus and obeys and the text reports that they caught so many fish that they 
needed the assistance of others to bring it all in. 
 

     This is new church. Daring to believe that even though there’s a church on almost every corner in most of 
our neighborhoods that if we dare to move just a little bit deeper, to do the things that others won’t or can’t, 
that there will be an amazing harvest. To some it’s the very epitome of insanity. They look at us and our 
ministries and only see the name and conclude we’re attempting to do the same thing that’s always been 
done but we’re expecting different results than they have already had. But we’re not doing the same thing. 
Instead, we’re moving into the deeper things of authentic relationships, extravagant love, extraordinary grace 
and second chances.  
 

     It’s not easy nor is it quick, but fishing never is. It takes patience, strategy and being willing to move to a 
better location. Jesus called us all as disciples-belonging to the established church and new church-to go out 
into the deep and find the fish.  
 

Prayer: Lord, teach us the patience required to become experts at fishing. May we never be satisfied in the 
shallow waters of ministry for you have called us to go deep and trust you in the process. Lord, we desire to see 
the harvest and our nets overflow. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Readings: 
 

Monday (April 18, 2016): Psalm 100; Ezekiel 37:15-28; Revelation 15:1-4  
 

Tuesday (April 19, 2016): Psalm 100; Ezekiel 45:1-9; Acts 9:32-35 
 

Wednesday (April 20, 2016): Psalm 100; Jeremiah 50:17-20; John 10:31-42  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100;Ezekiel%2037:15-28;Revelation%2015:1-4
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100;Ezekiel%2045:1-9;Acts%209:32-35
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100;Jeremiah%2050:17-20;John%2010:31-42


Thursday, April 21, 2016 
by Rev. Ed Allen 

Member of the New Church Committee 
 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” 27 So he answered and said, “‘you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will 
live.” Luke 10:25-28 
  

MEDITATION: 
     The power of the Spirit is likely experienced through our call to love in good times and when current 
challenges may lead to the cynicism, emptiness, and lack of direction or purpose.  
 

     Cynicism invokes the kind of spiritual questioning Jesus encountered from the “Certain Lawyer” challenging 
Him on inheriting Eternal Life. Perhaps the question suggests a failure to understand Jesus’ modeling the 
fullness of life by being “all in” when loving God, ourselves, and our neighbor.  
 

     Jesus suggests that we begin by linking ourselves to something so great, so compelling and so full of joy, 
that our lives become infected by love and serving.  Such was the situation as Jesus consistently conveyed the 
message that there was but one law by which God wanted us live:  Love one another!  
 

     The message is clear! Jesus’ example compels us to realize that through my act of loving, and your act of 
loving, we overcome obstacles on this life journey and experience the Spirit of love descending on us.  
 

     The “Certain Lawyer” presents a progression to a promise for living.  It commences when I seek to love you 
a little more and you strive to love others a little more; and we love one another a little more; and the circle of 
life includes the not particularly enjoyable neighbor who always needs something; or the older adult who 
faces uncertainty about future living options, or the person limited by disabilities, or …  
 

     And that’s it! That’s what is written about inheriting Eternal Life … and that’s how we need to live and how 
we are called to love! Give it a try. God is love and when our lives model love, the Spirit is upon us. 
 

PRAYER: 
      Our Loving and eternal God, your messages of hope arrive in numerous forms that include people you place 
in our lives. We realize that at times you call us to provide the love and compassion that presents your Hope … 
and at other times you place people in our lives so that  your we receive hope through their acts of love.  We 
give you thanks for opportunities to give and receive the love that invokes hope while your Spirit moves among 
us … and we seek your wisdom in understanding where and how we are called to respond as givers and 
receivers.  
 

     As seek to be filled with your renewing spirit, may we be open to opportunities for acting in such a way that 
our examples reveal your love. In Christ’s name we give thanks.  
 
Readings: 
 

Friday (April 22, 2016): Psalm 148; Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 11:15  
 

Saturday (April 23, 2016): Psalm 148; Daniel 7:27; Revelation 11:16-19 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148;Daniel%207:13-14;Revelation%2011:15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148;Daniel%207:27;Revelation%2011:16-19


Fifth Sunday of Easter, April 24, 2016 
by Pastor Crucita Marrero 

Misión Cristiana El Faro 
 
     1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with 
singing. 3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. 4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. 5 For 
the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 100 NRSV 
 

     God is always giving and what He gives is always good. That is why David calls every one, all the people of the 
earth, to sing a happy song, to adore God and to come into His presence with “shouts of joy.” David got it! He 
learned the secret: God abides in the praise of His people! (Psalm 22:3). From the days in the fields with his sheep, 
to the days of his running from Saul, to his days as King of Israel, he got it! 
 

     And I got it too. I’ve learned that God does not need anything materialistic from me; as Ruler of His world, He 
owns everything! So what can I give Him? What He wants is my worship and praise; when I do that, He draws near, 
joins me in song and He gives me His blessing. (Zephaniah 3:3). What an amazing thing! God’s giving Grace is 
unending.  
 

     On the Feast of Pentecost, one of the things ancient Israel commemorated was God’s giving of   the Ten 
Commandments to Moses. These set of rules were intended for our good. This code of moral ethics, logical and 
fair, was a gift from God. Here, He sets the standard for us: Love and worship only Him, no one else, no other idols, 
nothing! Our worship and praise is to be given to Him. Then He tells us to treat our neighbors and our fellow men 
with respect. These are logical things we can do in order to live in peace and harmony with each other.  
 

     We see God’s Wisdom displayed in these rules.  
 

     In the New Testament, another spectacular gift that God gave on the Feast of Pentecost was the outpouring of 
The Holy spirit on Peter and the other followers of Christ, fifty days after Christ’s resurrection. What a revival 
service that must have been! Singing, praising, preaching, healing, baptisms and about 3,000 people turning to 
Christ! To have the Holy Spirit drop in like that, there must have been a lot of worship and praising going on 
beforehand in that upper room, don’t you agree?  
 

     Psalm 100 calls everyone to praise. In their worship, many Jewish believers recite this Psalm with thanksgiving as 
they present their offerings before God. There is a feeling of gratitude and inexplicable happiness when God’s 
people give back to God.  
 

     But God is not so much interested in the material offerings themselves, but at the attitude of praise and worship 
the believers demonstrate as they bring their gifts before Him. He wants our praise given from a joyful and contrite 
heart; a heart that is filled with thankfulness for all the beautiful and wonderful things He has giving us. 
 

     So “sing to the Lord, worship the Lord with happy songs; enter the Temple with … praise…give Him thanks!” 
Why?  Because “The Lord is good!    
 

     Father, faithful and loving God;  thank you for always giving us so freely of your Holy Spirit, of your Holy 
presence, as we continue this walk with You. Give us the strength to share our faith and fill our hearts with a happy 
song to worship and praise you, so that we can make a joyful impact in this sad world. In Jesus Name, Amen.  
 

Readings: 
 

Monday (April 25, 2016): Psalm 133; 1 Samuel 20:1-23, 35-42; Acts 11:19-26  
 

Tuesday (April 26, 2016): Psalm 133; 2 Samuel 1:4-27; Acts 11:27-30 
 

Wednesday (April 27, 2016): Psalm 133; Leviticus 19:9-18; Luke 10:25-28  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20133;1%20Samuel%2020:1-23,%2035-42;Acts%2011:19-26
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20133;2%20Samuel%201:4-27;Acts%2011:27-30
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20133;Leviticus%2019:9-18;Luke%2010:25-28


Thursday, April 28, 2016 
By Rev. Janice Burns Watson 

Regional Church Council 
 
 

1 Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 2 Praise him for his mighty 
deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 3 Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute 
and harp! 4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 5 Praise him with clanging 
cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 6 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!  
Psalm 150 NRSV 
 
     The other day I was driving my daughter to school and I let out a big yawn.  My daughter quickly told me 
not to do it, because I was going to start her yawning as she went into school.  We all know it yawns are 
contagious.  And we as Christians are called to lead lives that infect others.  We are called to share our joy and 
excitement in what we believe in a way that makes us “Contagious Christians.” 
 
     Psalm 150 is full of that kind of energy and excitement.  In 6 short verses we are told to Praise God 13 
times.  I think there is a theme going on here.  And we are called to praise the Lord for all of creation and we 
are to praise God because we are part of that wonderful creation.  We are to sing and dance and play.  Can 
you even imagine the kind of excitement that would lead to this level of devotion to God?  As “Contagious 
Christians” we are called to this kind of life. 
 
Prayer: 
God of all creation, we come to you with hearts full of praise.  We thank you for the awe and wonder of new 
life as spring unfolds around us.  We thank you for the excitement of young children that remind us to see 
everything with new eyes.  We thank you for the wisdom of those with many years of experience that remind 
us to simply sit back and enjoy the beauty all around us.  We thank you for symphony of life that unfolds 
around us each and every day.  Help us to sing and dance and play each day.  We pray this in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Friday (April 29, 2016): Psalm 67; Proverbs 2:6-8; Acts 16:1-8 
 
Saturday (April 30, 2016): Psalm 67; Proverbs 2:9-15; Luke 19:1-10 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067;Proverbs%202:6-8;Acts%2016:1-8
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067;Proverbs%202:9-15;Luke%2019:1-10


Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 1, 2016  
By Dr. Judy Alston 

Minister of Worship, Second Chance Christian Church 
The Gift It Looks Good on You 

 
16 One time a group of men from the tribes of Benjamin and Judah went to the fortress where David was 
staying. 17 David met them outside and said, “If you are coming as friends to fight on my side, then stay and join us. But 
if you try to turn me over to my enemies, the God our ancestors worshiped will punish you, because I have done nothing 
wrong.” 18 Amasai, who later became the leader of the Thirty Warriors, was one of these men who went to David. God’s 
Spirit took control of him, and he said, “We will join you, David son of Jesse! You and your followers will always be 
successful, because God fights on your side.” So David agreed to let them stay, and he even put them in charge of his 
soldiers who raided enemy villages. 19 Some of the warriors who joined David were from the tribe of Manasseh. They 
had earlier gone with David when he agreed to fight on the side of the Philistines against King Saul. But as soon as the 
Philistine rulers realized that David might turn against them and rejoin Saul, they sent David away to the town of 
Ziklag. 20 That’s when the following men from Manasseh joined him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, 
and Zillethai. They had all been commanders in Saul’s army 21 and brave soldiers, and so David made them officers in his 
army. They fought on his side when enemy troops attacked. 22 Day after day, new men came to join David, and soon he 
had a large, powerful army. 1 Chronicles 12:16-22 (CEV) 
 
 
     When we see gifts in others, it really is hard to deny it. While we might not like the person, might be jealous, or may 
be just be stubborn to the reality that God is showing us, it is hard to ignore that gut reaction to what we encounter.  
 
     David was God’s chosen; one of God’s favorite sons. He was a “man after God’s own heart” even though God knew 
him through and through in all of his human frailties (past, present, and future). God had a purpose for David. He was 
endowed from birth with the gift of leadership. No matter what befell him in his life that gift was not to be denied. God 
gave David the gift of leadership. 
 
     In today’s scripture, it’s clear that David is doing just as God has planned. Even those who have come as enemies are 
now siding with David because his gift is undeniable, and it looks good on him. People are drawn to this “God gift” that 
David has. The gift is so powerful that “God’s spirit took control” of Amasai and now he is no longer enemy but ready to 
follow David to the ends of the earth. 
 
     That’s what Pentecost can do for you. The Spirit of God takes over and we are changed in an instant. We are open to 
recognizing not only the gifts in others but also the gifts in ourselves. We are all parts of a larger picture and each have 
an integral role in this game we call Life. We must tap into our gift to see how we can be used for the greater good in 
God’s world. Are you being an obstructionist? Are you being a hater who does nothing but hate and sit on the sidelines? 
Are you being subversive to God’s plans? How are you using your gift to bring others to Christ? How are you wearing the 
gift that God gave you? Does your gift look good on you? 
 
Prayer: Gracious and loving God, open the eyes of my heart that I may not only see you, but also see the gift that you 
have placed in me and in others. Forgive me for the times that I have abused this gift or left it untouched. Help me to use 
that gift to your glory, so that You will smile and say that is my child and my gift looks good on them. AMEN 
 
Readings: 
 
Monday (May 2, 2016): Psalm 93; 1 Chronicles 12:16-22; Revelation 21:5-14  
 
Tuesday (May 3, 2016): Psalm 93; 2 Chronicles 15:1-15; Revelation 21:15-22 
 
Wednesday (May 4, 2016): Psalm 93; 2 Chronicles 34:20-33; Luke 2:25-38   

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;1%20Chronicles%2012:16-22;Revelation%2021:5-14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;2%20Chronicles%2015:1-15;Revelation%2021:15-22
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;2%20Chronicles%2034:20-33;Luke%202:25-38


Ascension of the Lord 
Thursday, May 5, 2016 

by Rev. Mike Valentine 
Regional Church Council 

 
Please read Revelations 12 : 1 - 12     
 
     We Disciples are called to live within the world, and this, sometimes, means having to handle the problems, 
pressures, and persecutions that living here involves.  Some of our troubles, of course, grow out of being 
human and we are thus one with all who are part of that human struggle.  But sometimes the pressures we 
face are because of our faith.  There are forces at work bent on maligning and undermining our Christian walk.  
We not only need to be aware of them but also be equipped to withstand and overcome them.  Revelation 
was written for persons under such pressure. 
 
     With the beginning of chapter twelve John shares what he believes to be the underlying narrative by which 
the whole created order had been engaged since the beginning.  His purpose is to give his reader/listeners 
perspective in regards to why the church continues to face opposition. 
 
     You see, what the first century church was going through at the hands of Caesar was but an immediate 
example of a much more pervasive and age long conflict between the Lord and the powers of darkness.  By 
helping us see the underlying reason behind the persecutions and their spiritual significance, John hopes the 
church will find strength in its victorious Savior. 
 
     From the very beginning, the church recognized its battle was not simply against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the ruler of the present darkness.  The downward fall of Satan as 
depicted here happens as a result of the victory achieved on earth by Christ and the new song that is sung in 
heaven is because of that victory.  The hosts of heaven were able to defeat Satan by the blood of the Lamb 
and the song sung is but a reflection on that all important event.  As a result, John’s reader/listeners now 
know that in the death and resurrection of Jesus more was involved than just the fulfilling of Old Testament 
law or the expression of God’s love.  A war in heaven occurred when Jesus hung on the cross, the outcome of 
which broke the power of the pretender forever.  Even though Satan still is able to sound his fury and reek his 
havoc, he no longer has full authority. 
 
     Being a Disciple congregation today does not immune us from evil’s threats and pains.    There is much to 
discourage and deflate us, especially when we see ourselves dwindling.  The temptation is to cut our losses 
and not expand our mission.  As a result, we submit to the negative rather than overcome by claiming the 
victory we know has been achieved. 
 
     An important ministry of the region is available help and resource for troubled times. We have persons and 
programs in place to intercede and intervene.  No one congregation needs to fear standing alone.  Together 
we can stand up to the dragon and not lose our confidence and peace.  For as the old African proverb reminds 
us, when there is no enemy within, the enemy without can do us no harm.  
 
Readings: 
 
Friday (May 6, 2016): Psalm 97; Exodus 33:12-17; Revelation 22:6-9 
 
Saturday (May 7, 2016): Psalm 97; Exodus 33:18-23; John 1:14-18 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2097;Exodus%2033:12-17;Revelation%2022:6-9
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2097;Exodus%2033:18-23;John%201:14-18


Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 8, 2016 
by Rev. Morgan Wickizer 

Pastor of Saint Andrew Christian Church, Chair of the Ohio New Church Committee,  
Member of Ohio Regional Church Council 

 

     Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.  So the two of them went on.  Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan.  Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side 
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.  When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share 
of your spirit.”  He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.”  As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept watching and 
crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from 
him, and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan.  He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from 
him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.  When the company of prophets who 
were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they declared, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” They came to meet 
him and bowed to the ground before him.  2 Kings 2: 1-3, 9-15 (NRSV) 
 

     People wonder today, “Why is it so hard to be the church today?  Will the church be here after I’m gone?”  
We do not see as many people coming into our houses of worship seeking to join us and we are worried.   
  

     People also worried about such things in Elijah’s day because the world was changing.  Elijah’s disciple, 
Elisha, tried hard to stay with the old ways that worked.  That way had always been to follow Elijah and 
support what whatever he did. But Elijah was leaving!  Elisha first reaction was to stop the change.  If Elisha 
was clinging to the Prophet, then Elijah wouldn’t go.  And it seemed to work for a while during Elijah’s 
“farewell Tour” (only a few tickets are still available at TicketMaster.com).   
  

     But God wanted Elijah’s leadership to give way to something better!  So Elijah leaves in a whirlwind and 
God sends Elijah’s disciple, Elisha, out to meet the people.  And Elisha goes, but only a short way until the river 
stops him.  (You would think when one is doing God’s work, obstacles would just get out of our way.)     
 

     We too ask with Elisha, the question “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”  And God answers by sending 
us thru the river (thru our obstacle) and over to the people.   Like Elisha, we are no longer the follower, but are 
sent out of our comfort zones in our houses of worship, to the people over there!   
 

Prayer-  Dear God, give us a double portion of spirit to change ourselves so that we may share the ways of 
Jesus with new people.  May we stop waiting for people to find us, and go out to where you have prepared us 
to go as your church.  Amen. 
 
Readings: 
 

Tuesday (May 10, 2016): Psalm 29; 2 Chronicles 5:2-14; Acts 26:19-29   
 

Wednesday (May 11, 2016): Psalm 29; Ezekiel 3:12-21; Luke 9:18-27 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2029;2%20Chronicles%205:2-14;Acts%2026:19-29
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2029;Ezekiel%203:12-21;Luke%209:18-27


Thursday, May 12, 2016 
By Dr. Joseph Grochowski 

Saint Andrew Christian Church New Church Promoter. 
 
Psalm 122 (NIV) A song of ascents. Of David. 
1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
2 Our feet are standing 
    in your gates, Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built like a city 
    that is closely compacted together. 
4 That is where the tribes go up— 
    the tribes of the Lord— 
to praise the name of the Lord 
    according to the statute given to Israel. 
5 There stand the thrones for judgment, 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
    “May those who love you be secure. 
7 May there be peace within your walls 
    and security within your citadels.” 
8 For the sake of my family and friends, 
    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
    I will seek your prosperity. 
 

I rejoiced—filled with the Spirit, and sent out from the city 
The city that was so safe, filled with those who shared my heart. 

Filled with those who had a passion for the Lord; 
Filled with those who had a passion for the way. 

We stepped outside the gates; we walked past the walls. 
We found others who did not know you; others who did not know us. 

We found a world of fear; a world of conflict. 
We found a world broken and scattered, 

And we longed for the security of your gates; we longed for strong walls. 
But your spirit filled us; your spirit sent us forth. 
For the sake of you, and filled with your spirit, 

we will pray for the peace of those outside the city. 
We will pray for justice, we will pray for health, 

For all those outside your city walls. 
For your sake, O Lord, 

We will share your Spirit that lives within us. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, we live in a world of diversity, a world where fears, envy, and violence separate us. Teach us, O Lord, 
to be mindful of those whose differences frighten us; Fill us again with your spirit—a spirit of love and 
acceptance; a spirit of courage. Help us to be the bearers of your Shalom.  
We pray this in Jesus’s name. Amen 



Friday, May 13, 2016 
by Rev. Steve Bentley 

Associate Ohio Regional Minister 
 
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will 
reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us 
not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever 
we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.  
Galatians 6: 7-10 
 
     It is May 13th and the Camp Christian season is just around the corner.  But as I write it is still before Easter.  
But the sowing for a successful season has already begun.  Prayers are being prayed, Ministry Associates have 
been hired, curriculum is being updated, counselor training is being planned, Counselors are volunteering, 
Senior Leadership Team members are getting excited, registration forms our out, etc.  There is a lot of sowing 
that has to be done for a successful camp season. 
 
     This time after Easter is a time of sowing seeds.  It is the time of sowing the spiritual seeds of love and grace 
that at Pentecost will turn the world on its ear.  Pentecost is the birthday of the church and for we as Disciples 
of Christ it is an opportunity to continue the work of New Church, of birthing new generations of church.  But 
this work does not just happen.   Seeds have to be sown: Prayers have to be prayed, time must be spent in 
discernment, money has to be raised, ministers have to be called, locations have to be chosen, laypeople have 
to be trained, etc.   
 
     Help us sow the seeds of New Church in this season.  Keep the New Church Committee and those New 
Churches in your prayers, seek to find ways your congregation can be a partner in birthing a new church, invite 
a New Church minister or someone on the New Church Committee to share their story of how new people are 
being reached in the name of Jesus and give generously to the New Church offering at Pentecost.    
 
Prayer: 
 
God, we pray for a full harvest but we know that cannot happen unless seeds are sown.  Empower us to be the 
sowers of Good Seed that the harvest might be plentiful.  Amen 
 
Reading: 
 
Saturday (May 14, 2016): Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 2 Kings 2:1-15a; Luke 1:5-17  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20104:24-34,%2035b;2%20Kings%202:1-15a;Luke%201:5-17


Day of Pentecost 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 

by Rev. Dr. William Edwards 
Ohio Regional Pastor and President 

 
“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. ” 
- Acts 2:2-4 
 
     The story of the church of the 1st century is a story about hope.  Hope prompted by the knowledge that the 
Spirit is at work in the midst of God’s people.  On the day of Pentecost nearly 2,000 years ago, as recorded in 
the second chapter of the book of Acts, known as Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to the Christian Church in a 
very special way and the living God was present in fullness of power. 
  
     On the day of Pentecost, the disciples waiting in the upper room received uncommon strength to face the 
common problems of life.  The power of the Holy Spirit replaced their weak and fearful minds with courage, 
their doubts with assurance, their anger with peace, their hate with love, their revenge with compassion, their 
hopelessness with hope, their sadness with joy, and their confusion with direction.  They found new meaning 
and purpose in life.  In other words, the power of the Holy Spirit transformed these human beings into new 
people. 
  
     To receive the Holy Spirit is to allow God to shape our lives that we may become what God intends us to be.  
Our primary concern should be to seek a close fellowship with the Holy Spirit of God, so that we become a spirit-
filled people of light and life, of love and liberty – a people with fire and fury to fight against evil, to become a 
church on fire. 
  
     And when we come together in our congregations across this region, all on one accord, like those first 
apostles, and stay together, even when we are at our weakest, not even the gates of hell can prevail against 
us.  When the church is united in a spirit of love, then the Holy Spirit can flow most freely. 
  
     My prayer for the Christian Church in Ohio is that God will send forth the Spirit to revive, transform and 
empower our lives and our church. 
 
Prayer:  
May the Spirit kindle in us the fire of God's love.  
Amen. 
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