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Christian Church in Ohio 
D   I   S   C   I   P   L   E   S       O   F       C   H   R   I   S   T 

 

Values and Seeds of Vision 
A covenant network of congregations in mission: 

We are the body of Christ gifted and called in covenant together as Disciples of Christ  
to be centers of transformation on the new mission frontier of our communities. 

 

Strengthening Relationships and Building Networks 
Leadership Development 

Congregational Transformation and Evangelism 
 
In covenant together, we are gifted and called to become a true community, by 

 Building trust through open clear communication. 

 Listening to one another’s hopes and dreams. 

 Caring for one another in times of joy and pain. 

 Sharing our transformation experiences of Jesus Christ with our communities around us. 

 Maintaining the highest level of ethical integrity. 

 Helping to network our congregations’ effective ministries with one another. 

 Offering up assistance in discerning the gifts, calling, and unique missional opportunities of each other, 
and facilitate leader development and educational opportunities. 

 Finding ways to empower gifts of individuals, established clergy and laity as mission team leaders, and 
equipping them with the resources to do ministry. 

 Taking advantage of the best communication tools available as they develop. 
 

Because we are centers for transformation, striving to embody deep  
Christian Spirituality and seeking communication we will; 

 Center our life together around the Lord’s Table, affirming its power to bring God’s children together in 
unity and diversity. 

 Focus on vital, engaged worship in its variety of forms and in all of our gatherings. 

 Develop growing faith through training, mentoring and service in congregations. 

 Engage stewardship in priorities and planning 

 Create mission experiences as opportunities for spiritual growth 

 Strive for openness to the work of the Holy Spirit encouraging innovation and pioneering. 
 

On a new mission frontier, led by a passion for justice, we will. 

 Be an anti-racist, pro-reconciling church; continue to grow in faithfulness to the Gospel. 

 Value local mission as inseparable from evangelism. 

 Re-establish evangelism as a primary calling, in affirmation that our faith is desperately needed by the 
people of our communities. 

 Hold each other accountable to Christ’s Great Commission to bear the Gospel in our world with integrity 
and authenticity 

 Commit to the inclusion of all people, without exception, in the life, functioning, and governance of the 
Church. 

 

 
 



 
First Day of Advent 

Sunday, November 27th 
 
 
Matthew 24: 36 – 44  
     36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.  
 
     This seems a strange scripture passage for the beginning of Advent.  Every year scriptures like this 
one begin the season. Advent is a season of waiting and preparation for the birth of the Christ child. 
Our waiting takes on the character of preparing our hearts and minds for the coming of Christ into our 
lives. How do we prepare for Christ to come into our lives? I believe we make a conscious effort to love 
those around us, our families, our Church family, and beyond.  We practice love through our support 
and encouragement and forgiveness and giving. Jesus commanded one thing in John 13:34 that we love 
one another as he loves us. Finding ways to express the love of Christ is a journey of life that never ends 
and continues I believe to expand our lives in ways we could never guess. Being ready as Jesus says in 
Mt. 24: 44 is making a daily practice of living in the generous spirit of love which is in Christ.  Can we 
do this perfectly every day? We are human and will make mistakes or forget or have other things happen 
which will take our focus off of the journey. When this happens, we need to again remember the love of 
Christ and the forgiveness and strength he freely gives in his gracious spirit. As we remember to receive 
this grace, let us also remember to practice generosity, love, and peace as we wait for the coming of the 
Christ once again in the renewal of our lives.  Blessings on this first day of Advent. 
 
 
Prayer:  
     Gracious and loving, God, may we ever be open to receiving your love and sharing it generously in 
our homes and churches and communities and to the ends of the earth.  
In Christ’s name, Amen. 
 
 
 
Rev. Harry Bolen (retired) serves the Ohio Disciple Region as the Chair of Ohio Disciple Outreach, 
member of the Regional Church Council, and member of the Ohio Regional Spiritual Life Committee 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Monday, November 28th 
 

 
Please Read: Matthew 24:36-44 
 
     How much longer are we going to wait to live what we believe? You see, Jesus of Nazareth who is 
the Christ teaches us through his example that the world is full of people who are rejected, people who 
are dejected, people who are oppressed, people who are used, and thrown away like garbage. And Jesus, 
sat with those people. He ate with those people, which in Jesus’ culture meant he welcomed them into 
his family.  
 
     I’ve heard people of faith proclaim that the end must be near, just look at the signs: politics, mass 
shootings, racism, division, war, human trafficking, not to mention the effects of Global Warming and 
the natural disasters that are magnified by it. These must be signs that Jesus is coming back. But if you 
read this passage it was very clear, that not until the people were swept away by the floodwaters did the 
people around Noah understand what was happening. And it will be the same with Christ’s return. Partly 
because not even the angels or the Son himself know, but also because we interpret signs differently 
than God does. We miss the Holy Spirit so often because we expect the Holy Spirit to show us signs we 
will understand and we ignore the actual presence of the Holy right beside us. 
 
     We cannot know the day or the hour, but what we can know is that we don’t have time to wait. We 
need to be building up the realm of God on earth now. Today, in our hearing. And the GOOD NEWS is 
that we worship a risen savior who is present with us guiding us through this work of realm building. 
We don’t have time to be afraid, but we also are not alone. Just as God’s promise to Noah was real, and 
we have seen evidence of it, God’s promise to us that the Holy Spirit is our Advocate to guide us on this 
faith journey is real. And we have seen evidence of it on Pentecost and on multiple times since. Today is 
the day, to make a difference in one persons life. You can. Be the body of Christ today, together with the 
whole body. The time is now. 
 
 
 
Prayer:  
     God of Mercy and Hope, Create in us a desire to follow Your will, and to build up Your realm on 
earth with Your help. Encourage us with a sense of urgency, always drawing us closer to You while ever 
widening the circle of the faithful.  
Amen. 
 
 
Rev. Liz DeWeese, Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Kettering, Ohio, Member of Ohio 
Disciple Outreach, and Director for CYF Camp Week 2. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tuesday, November 29th 
 

 
Please Read: Romans 13:11-14 
 
     Wasn’t it Albert Einstein who said, “Time is relative”?  He unpacked this concept in a paper he 
published with an abstract that explained time as sitting with a lovely person for an hour seemed as only 
a minute, but sitting on a hot stove for a minute seemed like an hour.  Time is therefore relative to one’s 
setting and experience.  All of us need only consider the times we have taken in a powerful sermon in 
comparison to some wind-bag preacher who loves the sound of his/her voice to understand this concept. 
 
     Time is relative, and we all pay very close attention to time.  We take classes to learn to manage 
time, wear watches to measure time, purchase devices that promise to save time.  We are time-driven 
and clock-conscious.  And for good reason—we live in an urgent and time sensitive culture. 
 
     In our text for today, Paul is talking about time in an urgent and sensitive manner, offering a faith-
based perspective which is that for the follower of Christ time is not about minutes or hours; rather 
time is about moments and meaning.  The ancient Greeks had two words for “time” that delineated these 
two types of time: chronos and kairos.  Chronos is clock time, time measured or quantified.  Kairos is 
qualitative time; time as significance or opportunity.  The Bible is filled with kairos time.  John, for 
example, does not record what time it was when Nicodemus met Jesus, but does describe the significance 
of the hours he spent with Jesus.  We live inside time, but ordinary events have meaning beyond 
themselves, meaning that transcends the hour of the day or night they occur. 
 
     Paul is giving the Roman Christians, and us today, a reminder, an alarm if you will, to be aware of 
the time we are in right now, and embrace the opportunity that is before us.  Paul is imploring us to 
skip the chronos time of this season where we have to get it all baked, decorated and wrapped; and 
instead embrace the kairos time of the season that leads us to give praise and glory to the one who 
comes to set the captives free. 
 
     So may we be mindful of this urgent appeal from Paul, and recognize the moments and opportunities 
this time of year avails us to, and then seize each moment as the gift it is.  May we strive to be intentional 
about celebrating the season and not just its trappings, because before we know it, this time will be past. 
 
Prayer 
     Holy God, help us to embrace each moment of time within this season as one more chance to prepare 
our hearts and spirits for the arrival of your son, our Savior.  May we make each moment of time with 
you a memorable one for us, and for others, but sharing the hope, peace, joy, and love that flows from 
you.   
Amen.   
 
 
Rev. Jonathan Rumburg 
Pastor, First Christian Church, Stow 
Ohio Disciples Outreach Team Member, Coordinator of the Ohio Delegations to Chile, Advance 
Conference Faculty Member 

 



 
Wednesday, November 30th 

 
Please Read: Romans 13:11-14 
 
     As a pastor for the first time last year I lead “A Longest Night” service.  It is a worship service that 
is designed to alleviate the feeling of being overwhelmed by the holidays.  For many people Christmas is 
not a season of joy and festivity.  Instead it is a time of mourning a loss, regretting the lack of financial 
resources, feeling left out and lonely or overwhelmed by obligations.    This service is often held on 
December 21, the longest night of the year.  Because for those who feel drawn to the service the whole 
season feels like a long period of darkness and sadness.   
 
     Today’s text reminds us that the period of darkness is almost over.  Christ came to bring us light.  
There is a lot of joy in that promise.  Yet for those stuck in a period of darkness it seems as if they are 
in a tunnel.  The light is there, but it is a mere speck and it seems so far away.  Many of those who are 
reading this have been there at some point in their life.  As Christians we are not without hope, but 
sometimes that hope is hard to hold onto. 
 
     The call for us as devoted followers is to identify the members of our congregation who is in this 
darkness right now, for whatever the reason:  death of a loved one, divorce, unemployment, empty nest, 
the diagnosis of a life altering illness, the loss of a pet, etc.  Once these folks have been named then the 
goal is to find a way to brighten their holiday season in some tangible way.   
 
     The holidays are not all about parties and celebration.  Sometime they are about sitting and weeping 
with those who weep, just as much as they are with rejoicing with those who rejoice (Romans 12:15). 
 
Prayer:  
     God of light, we pray that your light can shine in all our hearts.  Especially with those who are 
finding this wonderful season to be one of pain and darkness.  May they find hope and joy again in the 
ray of hope that comes through the Christ child. 
 
Rev. Janice Burns-Watson 
Associate Pastor at St. Paul United Church of Christ 
Member of the Ohio Regional Council, Ohio Disciples Outreach, and the Congo Partnership 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Thursday, December 1st 

 
Psalm 122- "Let us go into God's holy sanctuary"  
 
A song of ascents of David 
 
1    I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD." 
2   Our feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem. 
3   Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely compacted together. 
4   That is where the tribes go up- the tribes of the LORD- to praise the name of the LORD according  
     to the statute given to Israel. 
5   There stand the thrones for judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
6   Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May those who love you be secure. 
7   May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels." 
8   For the sake of my family and friends, I will say, "Peace be within you." 
9   For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity. 
 
 
     Advent is defined as a coming into place, view, or being; arrival: as the arrival of the birth of Christ, 
and today, we are waiting for Christ to return, and fulfill the prophecy of life eternal with Him. 
 
     With that in mind, I believe that Psalm 122 is a good reminder for this Advent season because of 
verse 1: I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."   It's a verse that 
encourages us to come to His house to worship and fellowship together.....an encouragement for those 
who have stepped away from assembling with other believers to come back to His house. It's a time to 
worship together to prepare for the celebration of Christ's birth.   It should not just be for the Christmas 
season, but it should be a weekly endeavor, to help our hearts and minds prepare for the eventual return 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
     Psalm 122 focuses on being in Jerusalem, but Jerusalem is symbolic of Christ- because only Jesus can 
fulfill our need for joy, peace, and security.   Only when you prepare your heart and give it to the Lord, 
can you find a lasting joy, peace and security. It's the peace that passes all understanding. 
 
     I would encourage you during this Advent season, to invite someone to church. Show them by your 
example, and tell them about the lasting peace, security and joy that only a relationship with Christ can 
provide. Sing Psalm 122- proclaim and rejoice together, that Jesus is coming again! 
 
 
 
Pastor Robert L. Faulkner, Sr. 
Pastor Third Christian Church- Warren, Ohio 
Member of the regional Disciples Outreach Committee 
 
 
 

 
 



Friday, December 2nd 
 

 
Please Read: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 

 
Ever-increasing Love 

 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let us begin with thanksgiving for the faith and love we see demonstrated 
in our churches. In 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13, Paul is giving thanks for the faith which Timothy has witnessed 
in Thessalonica and has returned to Paul to confirm it. Paul offers something of a benediction at the end 
of Chapter 3 and is inclusive when he states, “…and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 
to one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you…” (1 Thess. 3:12 NRSV).   
 
I believe that the Advent of our Lord leads us ever into increasing love and respect for all people. The 
love we will celebrate at Christmas again is an all-inclusive, ever-growing, unconditional love which God 
is pleased to shower on humankind.   
  
I believe that Jesus came to embody the love of God in such a way that we can understand personally 
how deeply God loves everyone. This Advent season let us prepare the way of love by deepening our love 
for one another and finding new ways to reach out with God’s love in Jesus Christ to the waiting world. 
 
Prayer:   
     Dear God, your steadfast, inclusive love fills our lives and opens our eyes to new horizons in this 
ever-changing world. May we pray with Paul that our love will increase and abound to one another and 
to all, seeing the Christ Child in every person. Thank you for your gift of love, which was made flesh and 
dwells among us.  
Amen.  
 
 
Rev. Harry Bolen (retired) serves the Ohio Disciple Region as the Chair of Ohio Disciple Outreach, 
member of the Regional Church Council, and member of the Ohio Regional Spiritual Life Committee 

 
 
This meditation written in 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, December 3rd 
 
 
Please Read: Isaiah 2:1-4 
 
     These beautiful words of the prophet Isaiah, also reported in Micah 4:1-4, sound an amazingly hopeful 
tune.  Imagine a world where the resources of the nations are spent not in building instruments of war 
but in building the tools needed to feed God’s people.  Imagine a world where all the nations and peoples 
come to YHWH to have their disputes settled.  Imagine a world where children do not learn of war but 
learn how to best cooperate with one another.  Wouldn’t it be nice! 
 
     But what if the images given to us by the prophet are not a prediction of what will be, but instead 
an affirmation of that which is already at work.  What if the God of the Ages is at work, even now, in 
this post-election, pre-holiday frenzy of uncertainty, bringing about that world of peace?  And what if all 
we need to do is to claim that peace for ourselves? 
 
     Individually we may not be able to bring about great changes in international relations. In our 
churches, our homes, and our hearts WE can vow that we will beat our swords into plowshares and WE 
will not study war anymore.  And this is just the season to do that! 
 
May it be so. 
 
Rev. Kevin Phipps 
Interim Minister, First Christian, Bowling Green 
Serves on Commission on the Ministry and  
Counselor at Ribbit Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, December 4th 
 

       
 
Please Read: Luke 20:1-8 
 

  
Tell us by what authority are you doing these things? Luke 20:2 
  

     In this passage we find the chief priests and scribes, together with the elders, questioning the 
authority of Jesus. They did not realize that Jesus’ authority as the Son of God was beyond their 
comprehension. As followers of Jesus, we have access to the same power source. In essence, spiritual 
authority in the New Testament is the rule of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  It is this rule that has the 
power to transform us into a “new creature (2 Corinthians 5:15).”   
 
     However, living our lives with Spiritual authority does mean being a spiritual authoritarian. The best 
description of spiritual authority comes from none other than the Lord:  

“For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” - Mark 10:45 

 
     Here we find Spiritual Authority as supporting or foundational to service.  Christians with Spiritual 
Authority are to be servants. They are to emulate Jesus who taught us that greatness is found in service.  
 
     Our joy this Advent is not to come from gifts under the Christmas tree, but from the gift service to 
others, in the name of Jesus.  
 
 
Prayer: 
     Dear God, we praise you for the gift of Your Son and the Spirit that gives us the spiritual authority 
to serve others as a witness to your presences in our lives. As we celebrate the coming of Jesus into this 
world, may we continue to allow Jesus to be born anew in our hearts.  
Amen 
 
Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
Regional Pastor and President 
 
This meditation written in 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday, December 5th 
 
 
Please Read: Isaiah 60:1-3 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.   For darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will 
appear over you.  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
For the Hebrew people at the time of Isaiah, God’s presence was believed to be located in the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  But that temple was destroyed and the people of Jerusalem were carried away not just from 
their home but from the very presence of their God.  This was surely a dark time for these people.  How 
would they find their way in the darkness.  These expatriates soon began to recognized God’s presence 
with them even in exile.  Today’s scripture is the announcement not only of their return to their homeland 
but that God’s presence was with them already and they were challenged to act accordingly, “Arise!  
Shine!”   
 
This is not just good news for these people of the past, it is good news for us today.  Do we hear the 
command, “Rise, Shine; for your light has come.”  How do we “shine.”  We are called to reflect the light 
of God.  To use a natural example, the moon has no light of its own.  It does not produce any light what-
so-ever.  However, as you may have experienced, on a night of a full moon, one can walk in the deep 
woods and still see rather clearly.  The moon “shines!”  It reflects the light of the sun onto the dark 
places of the earth.   
 
We are to “Shine!”  We are to reflect the light of God’s love in all of the dark places in our world.  Let 
us shine God’s light into the darkness of poverty.  Let us shine God’s love into the darkness of racism, 
prejudice, and hatred.  Let us shine God’s peace into the darkness of war.  As we “Shine” God’s light into 
this dark world, our world will be transformed.   
 
Prayer:   
     Lord Jesus, In my life this day, guide me that I might reflect your love at work, in the car or bus, in 
my travels, and in my home that others might see your “light”, your living presence, in me.   
Amen 
 
 
Rev. Stephen Bentley 
Regional Associate Pastor 
 
 
This meditation written in 2010 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, December 6th 
 
 
Please Read Isaiah 4:2-6 
 
   
     It is a long 12-mile walk from Thomas Knob Shelter to Lost Mountain Shelter along the Appalachian 
Trail in the Mount Rogers National Recreation area in southern Virginia.  We awoke that Wednesday 
morning with a little dread as it was pouring down rain.  Our First Regional Church Adventure Camp 
was indeed turning into an adventure.  We headed out into the soggy grayness listening to the complaints 
of fellow campers.  While Dan and I sang and told jokes to try to keep spirits up, wet socks and shoes 
and the cold water running down our faces into our clothes seem to have a much stronger impact in the 
opposite direction.  At one point as we crossed a ridge at a bald, the wind was blowing at about 50 miles 
per hour as we cowered on the leeward side of a rock and tried to communicate what we were going to 
do next.  Just as it was getting dark, we finally made it to the Lost Mountain shelter.  We were soaked 
clear through.  Wet clothes and sleeping bags hung by cords all over the shelter dripping onto what had 
been a dry floor.  It was only the day before that we crouched into an empty space between some small 
bushes to gain protection from the intense heat of the sun.  Now we were happy again to find protection 
from the rain by the walls and roof of a shelter. 
  
     The writer of Isaiah tells about a time when God would offer comfort from the elements: the heat of 
the sun and the protection from rain and storm.  He uses the imagery of a heavenly canopy.  I envision 
this canopy as God’s love.  Within its space we find comfort from the fast pace of life and protection 
from the storms life throws at us.  This does not mean that storms will not happen or that we will not 
have struggles.  It simply means that in the midst of life, we are surrounded by God’s love.   
 
     As we enter into this Advent season, let us remember the gift of love God gave us in the person of 
Jesus that we might “have Life and have it more abundantly.” 
 
 
Prayer: 
      All loving God, Help me to see this day, your loving canopy that surrounds me, offering comfort 
from the many storms of life.  
Amen 
 
 
Rev. Stephen Bentley 
Regional Associate Pastor 
 

 
 
 

This meditation written in 2008 

 
 
 
 



Wednesday, December 7th 
 
Isaiah 11:6-9 
 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
   as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 
     I know it’s coming. One of these years- my beautiful, bright boy will say: “All I want for Christmas 
is to go to BBQs and restaurants and enjoy school snack time like all the other kids.” 
 
     Our son suffers from life-threatening allergies. At just 8 months old he lost consciousness as his lips 
and tongue swelled 10 times their size after a bite of hummus. Now, after skin scratches and blood draws, 
more allergy scares and lots of research- we know that 10 sesame seeds could kill him.  
 
     Our lives changed with this realization. We cannot go to bakeries with seedy bread or everything 
bagels (we have yet to find a safe bakery). We avoid BBQs or burger joints that might serve sesame seed 
buns. Forget Asian or Chinese restaurants. Avoid Mediterranean restaurants at all costs- tahini is the 
most dangerous.  
 
     As a family- we avoid sesame. But I know there will be a day that Felix feels excluded, or handicapped 
by his allergy. And then, that honest and vulnerable Christmas wish will certainly come up: “I want to 
be like the other kids.” 
 
     While Advent is a bright show of lights and wreaths and shopping and picture perfect family 
gatherings- deep down we all have longings beyond what the marketed holiday season can offer.  
 
All I want for Christmas is…  
 
Safety for every mother’s son, especially as police brutality against African Americans rise... 
 
Clean water for every community in the world…  
 
Education for all women…  
 
An end to international, national, local and domestic violence…  

Continued on the next page 



 
Wednesday, December 7th continued 

 
 
     These Christmas wishes and so many more are the true, honest, vulnerable and essential gifts the 
world desperately needs.  
 
     But beautiful storefronts and tall Christmas trees and several rounds of “Santa Clause is Coming to 
Town” will not bring these gifts.  
 
     Instead, the words of Isaiah remind us all: God is doing the work of reconciling, repairing, restoring, 
healing and unifying even if we cannot see it yet. The broken places in our lives will be put back together.  
 
     The wolf will live with the lamb and the African American child will play safely on the playground 
with a bag of skittles and all of God’s children will have clean water, safe communities and enough to 
eat… when God’s kingdom comes.  
 
     Advent is a time of waiting. Not just for Christmas morning- but for the return of Christ- to heal 
the world. Advent is a time of great longing, praying, hoping, and changing so that we can prepare the 
way for the light of Christ- when all will be restored.  
 
 
Prayer: 
     May we pray together for God’s transformation on earth, and may it begin with us.  
Amen.  
 
 
Rev. Sarah Taylor Peck serves as Senior Minister of Community Christian Church in North Canton, 
OH. Serves in the Region as a member of Clergy Unite and as a member the Ohio Region’s 
Transformation Team.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, December 8th  
 

Please Read: John 3:16-21 
 
 
    “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.  Those who believe in him are not condemned; 
but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.  And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.  For all who do evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.  But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
 
     The scripture today is the theme for this year’s Christmas Offering which goes to support Regional 
Church Ministry.  In its verses are the whole of the Christmas Story.  “For God so loved the world. . .”  
The writer of the Gospel of John shows no limits as he states God’s love for the whole world, all of God’s 
people.  This is a radical concept.  God’s love goes well beyond those who are like us or think like us or 
have our genetic makeup.  It goes well beyond all those we would include.  God’s love is for the whole 
world, all people.   
 
     “That he gave . . .” God’s love for the world was expressed in giving.  God gave us God’s Son.  It is 
clear that in John’s understanding God was giving God’s self in the person of Jesus.  Jesus was a present 
of presence.   
 
     As we enter into this season of giving today, how broad is our love?  What is the depth of our love?  
Can we love all of those who God loves?  How can we express that love?  Following God’s example, we 
express our love for God’s people with the gift of our presence!  Give the gift of your presence this year. 
 
Prayer:   
     God who is love and who calls me to love, thank you for the gift of your presence, manifested in 
Jesus Christ.  In my love for you and those you love, help me too, to give the gift of my presence.  Open 
my eyes to see how my presence can make a difference in people’s lives.   
Amen. 
 
 
Rev. Stephen Bentley 
Regional Associate Pastor 

 

 
This meditation written in 2010 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday, December 9th 
 
 

Please Read: Isaiah 11:1-10  
 

Cloud Walking 
 
The late poet Shel Silverstein wrote a short piece entitled Cloud Walking which says 

When you walk on clouds, be careful. 
When you walk on clouds, beware. 
And never look beneath your feet 
To see what’s under there. 

  
     When we’re young we believe that anything is possible. We dream of being astronauts, and doctors 
and racecar drivers and the wildest things that our imaginations can conceive. Nothing seems to be 
impossible in those early years.  And somewhere along the journey we are forced to be realistic and take 
our heads out of the clouds. We conform and begin coloring inside the lines of life all while our biggest 
hopes and dreams fizzle out.  
 
     I imagine the people who heard the prophet Isaiah’s words were among a group of people who began 
coloring inside the lines. For centuries God had promised a chosen one who would redeem them from 
the oppression and affliction they suffered. Someday soon God would right every wrong and restore hope 
to a broken and weary people. But that day didn’t come soon. In fact, millions would die in captivity, war 
and heartbreak all while waiting.  
 
     But here in chapter 11, Isaiah is calling for the people to believe again in a deeper hope. Isaiah is 
imploring the people to see the unlikely and envision the impossible. All that their eyes could see in the 
natural should be abandoned for the spiritual things that went unseen and unheard. The people were 
called to place their hope in this stump of Jesse who would be wise and strong; they were asked to believe 
that the wolf and lion would lie down together all while the children played with snakes. None of this 
made sense! It was impossible by every standard. Well, tell that to the magi who traveled to see this 
stump of Jesse. Tell it to John who would later baptize Jesus with water. Tell it to every child of the most 
high God who believes in miracles despite the present realities. 
 
     It’s time for us to walk on clouds with our heads held high, resolving to never look down lest we 
become afraid of what we see. Here’s to all my cloud walkers who will believe again that the King is 
coming! 
 
 
Rev. Trayce L. Stewart, 
Second Chance Christian Church 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 



Saturday, December 10th 
 

Luke 1:44  
     “For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.”   
 
 

“Silent Night” verse 1, line 5 “Round yon virgin, mother and child.” 
 

 
     There’s something comforting about a pregnant belly.  The movement of the child, the fullness of 
the mother, it’s a great image for the promise and hope of new life.  The roundness of eternity and the 
movement of creation are all very God-like qualities. 
 
     Among my favorite scriptures is the story of Mary greeting Elizabeth and the baby John leaping in 
her belly.  It’s been a favorite since the first time I recognized two names.  My dad was telling this story 
when I heard Elizabeth, which is my name, and her son John, which is my dad’s name.  From that moment 
this story became intensely personal to me. 
 
     Hope for the future, hope for the creation, and hope in the promise God has offered through Christ 
our savior.  These images call us all to faith as we consider the round, creative pregnancy of this season. 
 
 
Prayer: 
     Creative, sustaining Mother God, we thank you this season for your gifts of promise and eternity.  
We thank you for your continued creation and we ask your blessing of Holy Spirit upon us as it was on 
Elizabeth and John in the presence of a pregnant Mary, as we attempt to be faithful to your promise this 
season.  In Christ’s holy name, Amen. 
  
 
 
Rev. Liz DeWeese, Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Kettering, Ohio, Member of Ohio 
Disciple Outreach, and Director for CYF Camp Week 2. 

 
 
This meditation written in 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Sunday, December 11th 
 

 
Please Read: Luke 3:7-18 
 
 

The Sacred in the Ordinary 
 
 
 
At first blush, this passage may not exactly sound like it contains much good news, with its broods of 
vipers, winnowing forks, and unquenchable fire. Adding to that, John the Baptizer is speaking to the 
crowd — and that crowd includes us! His prophetic judgments point out that what we say we believe is 
not as important as how we live that belief out in our daily lives.  
 
Jesus is indeed coming to share the good news of God's grace to the world, but we sometimes dance 
around that good news so much that we fail to see how sacred our ordinary lives really are.  
 
"What then shall we do?" is the question each of us is invited — and challenged — to ask ourselves. In 
asking with open hearts, we return to the heart of the Gospel from wherever we have been, and see with 
new eyes that it is not only our own lives that are so precious, but that the ordinary lives of all our 
neighbors are just as sacred and beautiful as our own…and we may learn anew how to share what we 
have with those who have not. 
 
 
Prayer:   
     Holy One, hear us when we ask "What then shall we do?" and help us to see the myriad ways each 
one of us is invited to participate in your realm of grace by sharing who we are and what we have with 
a world in need of love. In the name of the Christ Child, Amen. 
 
 
Rev. Deborah Bolen, serves the Christian Church in Ohio as minister of First Christian Church of 
Cambridge and the Ohio Region Spiritual Life Committee. 
 
 
 
This meditation written in 2012 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Monday, December 12th 
 

Please Read: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 
 

Changing Shame into Praise 
 
 
Breathe in redemption and blow away fear. 
 
Breathe in joy and blow away fear. 
 
Breathe in celebration and blow away fear. 
 
     “The Lord has taken away the judgments against you.” All of the tension that comes from your broken 
places coming close to the light can relax, because God knows who you are, accepts your brokenness, 
forgives your transgressions, and blesses you with honor. You are God’s child and you have no more 
reason to fear.   
 
     Now, that does not mean you have no responsibility. That does not mean the rest will be easy. As 
the prophet says, “Do not let your hands grow weak.” But there is good news of hope in our future.  
 
     God says, “I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth.” If you have ever been the lame or the outcast and felt shame, hear this news: 
God will change your shame into praise. There is hope. And in this season when we look to hope to carry 
us, let us know the presence of God in our midst. 
 
 
Prayer:   
     Benevolent God, help us to trust in your faithfulness.  Let our troubled hearts learn the peace of 
your presence as we prepare for your love to be made manifest in the flesh.  
Amen. 
 
 
Rev. Liz DeWeese, Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Kettering, Ohio, Member of Ohio 
Disciple Outreach, and Director for CYF Camp Week 2. 

 
 
This meditation written in 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, December 13th 
 
 
Please Read: Matthew 11:2-11  
 
     We have all experienced the end of one era and the beginning of another.  We know the major 
adjustment we made at the end of high school.  Either we went out into the workforce, or continued our 
education.  As college ended, we went out into the workforce.  There is the transition from being a 
student with a three month summer vacation to being a worker with a limited vacation each year. 
 
     As we look at how people communicate these days we know that we are in a transition from one era 
into another.  We are seeing the swift end to the land line telephone.  More people have chosen to use 
only cell phones.  Even cell phones are in an era of change from flip phones to smart phones.  
 
     Transitions from one era to the next sometimes come slowly over a period of time.  Other times they 
come rapidly.  What we are given today from the Gospel of Matthew is a time of transition from one era 
to another.  John represents the old era.  Jesus represents the new era.  John knows that he was the one 
to pave the way for the new era and now from his prison cell he hears what he believes may be signs of 
that new era. 
 
     He sends his disciples on his behalf asking Jesus, “Are you he who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?”  Jesus shares with these disciples prophetic scriptures from Isaiah with which John would have 
been familiar.  He shares with the disciples that these scriptures are being fulfilled.  They can hear and 
see these things for themselves. 
 
     Here we are half way through the Advent season and we see all kinds of signs that Christmas is 
coming.  But as I thought about this scripture from Matthew, I wondered what the signs are that we are 
living in the era of Christ.  I wondered what signs others might see in my life that show them I am living 
in the era of Christ.  Do people see me clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, working for justice for 
those on the margins of society?  I challenge you to ask yourself these same questions. 
 
 
Rev. Philip H. Hunt, Pastor  
Central Christian Church, St. John’s UCC 
Coshocton, Ohio 
Serves on the Spiritual Life Committee and Ohio Disciples Men.  
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

 
 
 



Wednesday, December 14th 
 

 
Please Read: Psalm 146:5-10 
 
 
     So, the God of our help is the God of Jacob! That’s fine with me – this is the God scripture tells us 
made heaven and earth, and sea and EVERYTHING! And this God keeps faith forever – folks, I’m not 
sure there is a better promise.  
 
     Then we are told what God being faithful looks like and in very tangible ways: justice for oppressed, 
food to hungry, freedom to prisoners, sight for blind, encouragement for depressed, taking care of 
strangers, orphans and widows [vulnerable]. Almost every one of these we can do! You might say, we 
can do all of them – prisoners can be “set free” by renewing their minds and the blind can “see” by 
hearing the Good News.  
 
     This is MOST exciting – the created can be like the creator! Woo Hoo!! What an awesome God we 
serve. AND if we are the oppressed, hungry, imprisoned, etc. we can expect God’s people to come to our 
aid; or can we? 
 
     This is a wakeup call for those of us who claim to worship God to continuously seek to be more like 
God. Many of us avoid the opportunity to work for justice or even be exposed to those who are oppressed; 
to feed the hungry or even get with those who are truly hungry [I know, we give money and that’s great 
and should continue], etc. 
 
     If we find the Christian life “easy” or not very “challenging”, perhaps we should see what Jesus did, 
what God is interested in, and get busy. So many needs, so little time. 
 
     And as this scripture ends, “The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all Generations. Praise 
the Lord!” 
 
 
Amen and Amen!!!!! 
  
 
Rev. Janice E. Hill 
Central Christian Church (DOC) 
Marietta, OH 45750 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thursday, December 15th 
 
Please Read: Mathew 11:4-6 
 

Jesus Our Source of Hope 
 
 
     Hope, means “esperanza” in Spanish. Here we find the word “espera”, which means “wait” in 
“esperanza.” The suffix “anza”, is used in a word “añonranza,” meaning in Spanish “to have a deep 
longing”.  Therefore to me “esperanza” means “waiting for and hoping for something great that I long  
to happen in my future or in someone else’s future”. By Jesus’ death and resurrection, I know I am 
forgiven and saved. My hope is in His promise of eternal life.  
 
     Many of us use the word Hope very lightly in most cases. My dictionary says that hope is “to desire 
with expectation of fulfillment.” This fulfillment could be an individual desire.  For instance, “I hope you 
can join me for dinner tonight” or “I hope to get that new job” or “My hope is to succeed.” Here it has 
been used to indicate an individual desire. Hope is also is used to wish something for someone else: “I 
hope that you will be happy.” In any case, it is always based referring to a future event.    
 
     In Jesus, we believers have our source of hope; we have to believe that he came to this earth, suffered, 
died and resurrected so that through Him, we may be forgiven and accepted by God the Father.  This 
good news we have to believe and proclaim. He made it clear in his message to John: “Happy and blessed 
are those that have no doubts about me,” (Mathew 11:6).  
 
     When we read in Mathew 11:1-6, we learn that John the Baptizer was in prison. How long had he been 
there, we don’t know. We can imagine his suffering, deprived of his freedom, separated from his family 
and his friends, humiliated and perhaps mocked by many.  We can imagine the deplorable conditions he 
was in; not at all like the prisons have we today. 
 
     John may have been thinking, “Why is this happening to me? God, I did what you told me to do; I 
was that voice crying in the wilderness; I was telling people to repent from their sins and be baptized. 
So why, Lord? What did I do wrong?” He may have been doubting his ministry. John was human.   He 
sends a message to Jesus via his own disciples: “Now when he heard about the deeds of Christ, he sent 
word to Christ by his disciples, Are you he who is to come or shall we look for another?” (2). Troubles, 
illnesses, difficulties that we may have gone through have caused many of us to wonder, just like John 
“why is this happening to me?” And many of us have questioned God while going through these trials. 
John had been given a ministry since before he was born. He grew up preparing to be the messenger 
that would go before Christ, preparing the way. Now he is in prison, unable to do anything. He may have 
been considering himself a failure. Small signs of doubt were creeping in his mind. His hope was 
beginning to fade as he spent lonely nights and days in that gloomy, cold and dirty cell. He was there 
alone with his thoughts, perhaps thinking “something is wrong here; did I get this right? 
 
 
 

Continued on the next page 
 



 
Thursday, December 15th continued 

 
 
 
     John needed reassurance, needed to hear directly from Jesus that his work, his ministry was not in 
vain. He needed a word from Jesus, the source of all hope. He needed his faith strengthened and his hope 
renewed. Hope was all he had and he didn’t want to lose it. Jesus responds to John by sending him a 
message. (4) “go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind received their sight and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up and the poor have good news preached 
to them and blessed are those that have no doubts about me in me.” Jesus is citing Isaiah 61:1-2.  John 
knew the Scriptures; John believed Jesus. I am sure the message of the prophet Isaiah echoed in John’s 
mind and his hope was revived. As John wrestled with this doubt, he knew what to do; he sought Jesus 
words and assurance, words that give life. Jesus read, “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has 
chosen me to bring good news.” Jesus’ answer brought John the peace, the consolation and the strength 
he needed to face the trials before him. Jesus words can do the same for us today anytime, anyplace 
because he is our only source of Hope. During this Christmas season, let’s keep this hope alive. 
 
 
 
Crucita Marrero is the Minister at Mision Cristiana El Faro Hispanic Church Disciples of Christ in 
Lorain, Ohio. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Friday, December 16th 

 
 
Please Read: Luke 1:46-55 
 
 
     Mary is given credit for singing these words.  Whether or not she did, I think, is not important.  People 
in the early church felt this way about Mary's life and how she lived so it may be the song attributed to 
her. 
 
    It's a song of joy and celebration, not fear and hesitancy.  It's a song of faith and trust, not questioning 
and doubt.  Mary's song is full of beauty and inspires others throughout time. 
 
     I like to sing as I wander through my days and often times I find I sing “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful”.  Some folks think I’m nuts singing it in the middle of summer, but I like the idea of the faithful 
coming to gather.  I like that they are called to come joyful and triumphant.  I wonder some days what 
they are triumphant over.  Is it the chaos of life or just the daily frustrations they are triumphant 
over?  What makes them joyful?  Children?  Accomplishments? 
 
     I tend to be curious so I ask people about their lives.  I want to know their joys and triumphs.  I also 
want to know their hurts and failures.  So for me, this is a good song to strive to live.  I have to admit 
there have been times when my song was way out of tune and sounded more like a cat screaming, but 
those were also times when I needed to come back to God’s center and be in the silence of God’s loving 
presence.  It was a time of renewal and challenge to hear God’s voice so I could hear the song I was 
meant to be singing. 
 
     If someone were to attribute a song to your life what would the message be?  Are you in tune with 
the song God’s is calling for from your life?  Or do you need to be in the silence so you can hear God’s 
song for you in this time in your life? 
 
 
 
Rev Heather S Schimmel 
Attending Mt Healthy Christian Church 
Regional Council, Anti-Racism and Reconciliation 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday December 17th 
  

 
Please Read: Matthew 11:2-11 (NRSV)    
 
 
     Our journey through Advent is nearing its end and John the Baptist is in prison. Earlier in Matthew 
Chapter 3, John had been preaching in the wilderness about the one who was to come, suddenly has 
Jesus standing in front of him. In 3:14, we read that John said, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?" Yet now, just 8 chapters later, we have John sending his disciples to Jesus to ask if he is 
the one who is to come. What has happened to John in the intervening time?  
 
     Well, John the Baptist is in prison. His world has been upended and it would certainly be normal to 
feel some doubt or discouragement in such a circumstance. He has heard some stories about what Jesus 
is doing and he wants to know with more certainty if Jesus is the one who is to come, or if he should 
wait for another. And so, Jesus sends word back to John that there is healing going on out there, and 
good news being brought to the poor. But John is still in prison, where he will live out his few remaining 
days. It turns out that Jesus is frequently not the kind of Savior we expect.  
 
     Christmas Day is just ahead, and yet, we too are still imprisoned, personally and as human beings. 
We are imprisoned by the injustices and oppressions we continue to confront and be confronted by. We 
are imprisoned by things like fear, anger, doubt, and disappointment. As we continue planning for 
Christmas, we may sometimes feel weighed down by increasingly heavy burdens that can become our 
very prisons. We lose sight of the baby in the manger and hardly give a thought to his ministry in 
adulthood, and what his life, death, and resurrection mean for us. We want Jesus to rescue us from our 
prisons, but we also don't necessarily want to give up the things that imprison us or do the challenging 
work he calls us to do and share. Do we believe that he is the One . . . or are we waiting for another 
kind of Savior?   
 
 
Prayer:  
     Gracious God, when we feel imprisoned, help us to believe again in a deeper hope. When the world 
itself seems to be a prison, help us to believe again in a deeper hope. Help us to remember that the Light 
is coming into the world, and will prevail against the darkness . . . so that we can  believe again and 
again in a deeper hope.  
Amen.  
 
 
Rev. Deborah Bolen, Minister of First Christian Church of Cambridge, Ohio, Chair of the Regional 
Spiritual Life Committee, Regional Personnel Committee, and member of the Regional Church Council. 
   

 
  
 

 

 
 
 



Sunday, December 18th 
 
 
Please Read: Isaiah 7: 10 – 16 
 

 
EXTRAVAGANT HOPE 

 
 
“God spoke again to Ahaz. This time he said, ‘Ask for a sign from your God. Ask anything. Be 
extravagant. Ask for the moon!’”  Isaiah 7:10 – 11 (MSG) 
 
     It has been said that we should reach for the moon because even if we miss, we will still land among 
the stars.  Yet, when God told Ahaz to ask for a sign, Ahaz said that he would not do it, nor would he 
even presume to test the Lord in such a manner.  In response, God told Ahaz that He would give him a 
sign anyhow and proceeded to describe the coming birth of our Savior. 
 
     So if God told us to ask for a sign and said, “The sky is the limit” – would we dare to do so?  Would 
we be so bold as to ask, not just for a run-of-the-mill blessing, but literally ask for the moon?   
 
     In Malachi 3, God challenged the children of Israel to put Him to the test and bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse.  In return, God said the floodgates of heaven would be opened and such an 
extravagant blessing would be poured out that they would not have enough storage space to keep it. And 
the promise found in Psalm 84 is that, “No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk 
uprightly.” 
 
     In spite of what the world may try to tell us to the contrary and what present circumstances may 
lead us to believe – God desires to bless us beyond measure which is why we can believe again in a 
deeper hope.  Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 
is faithful.”  It is the same faithful God who delivered on the promise of a Savior then, who encourages 
us now to look with expectancy for the abundant hope-filled blessings which are yet on the way! 
 
 
Rev. Heidi L. Barham is the pastor of Ledgewood Christian Church in Novelty, Ohio  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday, December 19th 
 
 

Amazing Advent 
 

Advent is Amazing! From the challenging times upon this earth and within our individual and family 
lives comes the gift of Emmanuel – God is still with us --and shall come to each of us and all of us.  All 
of us have an Israel within. It is that divided and challenging side that still somewhere desires our 
Amazing God. The first chapter of Matthew preparing for the story of the birth of baby Jesus utilizes 
the expression Emmanuel:  
 

   ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel.’ 
 

With the challenges of life we have the opportunity for a deeper and amazing hope from advent – our 
coming of faith. May you prepare for the coming of the joy of Christmas with: 
 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel... he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good (Isaiah 7:14).  
 

Hundreds or thousands of times you may have sung the wonderful and fulfilling hymn “Amazing Grace, 
how sweet the sound…” Just think in the hymn we sing, “saved a wretch like me, I once was lost but now 
am found...” Advent is an amazing time where amazing grace can help you “believe again in a deeper 
hope.” 
 
Amazing Advent and Emmanuel flow together. Whether your worries are on the personal side such as a 
cancer, heart condition or struggles with a challenge similar to Parkinson’s Disease or whether you are 
hopeless within the future of this divided nation and violent world, let Advent touch you with the amazing 
love of Emmanuel coming unto you, your loved ones and all of us within God’s planet. Then you can 
thoroughly declare “Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel” let the amazing grace come deeper within me. 
  
Rev. Dennis D. Sparks  
A retired pastor who served several Disciple congregations in Ohio including interim.  
Served on the Regional Board, a Camp Counselor, Reconciliation Committee and represented the 
Disciples on the Ohio Council of Churches Board.  
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, December 20th 
 
Romans 1:1-7 
1:1   Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
1:2  which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
1:3  the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
1:4  and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection  
     from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
1:5  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith   
     among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
1:6  including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
1:7  To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our  
     Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
     For the early Christian community in Rome, there was no Christmas tree, no Advent calendars, no 
wreath with purple (let alone one pink) candles, no prospect of stockings on a non-existent mantelpiece 
in their Roman insulae, or servants' quarters of a nobleman's palace.  
 

     There was just the Incarnation. The amazing and blessed belief that God was with us, "Emanu-El," 
that the Divine Presence was born and dwelt among the everyday people of the land of Israel.  
 

     In Rome, it wasn't so odd to believe in divine incarnation per se. Lots of Romans did. What was more 
standard, more official, was to believe that the gods of Rome had reached down and made Julius Caesar 
divine, and in Jesus' day, popular opinion and civic sanction was gathering around the idea that Caesar's 
adopted son, Octavian, was divine, too. So much so that they would soon name a month after him. Julius 
got July, so after the public proclaimed Divine Octavian an august personage, "Augustus" in the flesh, 
they labeled the next month August.  
 

     But to believe in one God, Lord most high, was potentially treasonous; to believe that this God 
entered human history directly, personally, and in the person of a rural Galilean Jew... Definitely treason.  
 

     Paul calls them the saints, those early believers in the city of Rome, because with holy and humble 
confidence they held their belief, maintained their faith, kept their fellowship together: those who 
proclaimed "Jesus is Lord" in the face of every good and decent citizen shrugging and mouthing the stock 
"Caesar is Lord." 
 

     No "Merry Christmas" for them, not in the shops or stalls or marketplace, but in their hearts and 
among those ready to hear it, the joyful proclamation "Jesus is Lord" was the good news for "God's 
beloved in Rome." 
 

Prayer:  
     Lord most high, God of us all, we rejoice in this season that you stepped down from your throne 
and came to earth, came to us, that we might know your will, your way, your power, and your peace. 
Thank you for sending yourself to us in Jesus.  
Amen! 
 
 
Rev. Jeff Gill 
Minister at Central Christian Church, Newark 
Serves on the Commission on Ministry 



Wednesday, December 21st 
 

Please Read: Galatians 4:21-5:1 
  

So Christ has truly set us free.  
Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied up again in slavery to the law. 

  
I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 

When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,— 
When he beats his bars and he would be free; 

It is not a carol of joy or glee, 
But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core, 

But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings— 
I know why the caged bird sings! — “Sympathy” by Paul Laurence Dunbar 

 

     Paul Laurence Dunbar shared the perfect analogy of bondage or the lack of freedom. Bondage is 
similar to the cage that binds the bird that strives to be free; fighting against the bars that would serve 
as barriers to his freedom. The Bird’s song is a prayer that is released from deep within and becomes a 
continual cry or protest against the ones that would chose to silence the song of the bird. 
 

     Who among of us would willingly silence our own voices and forfeit our lives to live behind bars? I 
know many of you are saying not me, but isn't that ironic that many of us try to encage ourselves with 
legalism, similar to the Galatians. Paul was exhorting the Galatians not buy in to the deception to up 
their freedom for submission to the Jewish Torah, suggested by some legalist preachers, called Judizers. They 
were saying to the Galatians, “You have to be a Jew in order to be Christian.  You have to be circumcised 
in order to be saved.” So here is a group of people in the churches of Galatia who are pushing the Jewish 
requirement of circumcision on the Gentile Christian converts.  
             

     Paul's problem with this is not that circumcision is bad.  In fact, he had circumcised Timothy for strategic 
missionary reasons according to Acts 16:3. His problem was that the motive behind the requirement of 
circumcision was all wrong. It was diametrically opposed to the meaning of the Christ Child and to the 
freedom of grace.  
             

     These Judizers were making circumcision a burden and a barrier. They were treating salvation not as a 
gift of grace from God but as a set of requirements to be fulfilled or a price paid to God. And so the way 
in which they treated circumcision, called attention to their religious requirement and not to God's love and 
free grace. 
            

     The Christ Child brings the promise of freedom and the release from all bondage. Whatever it is that 
binds us, be it legalism, drugs, alcohol, addictions, depression, the past, or loss, it no longer has a hold 
on us. It has no power, for by the power of the fulfillment of the Advent promise we are free. The 
purpose of Jesus’ coming into the world, the "Word made flesh" and dwelling among us, is to reveal God 
and God’s grace to the world through Jesus’ life and teaching, but also through his suffering, death, and 
resurrection.  
 

Prayer: Almighty God, take away the burdens that cage us and make us free to celebrate the birth of 
the Christ Child, that we may receive your grace and serve you always. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dr. William Edwards 
Regional Pastor and President 
 

This meditation written in 2010 



Thursday, December 22nd 
 

 
Please Read: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 
The Gift of God 

 
 
     We look at the Christmas season to be a time of anticipation and joy. But for many of us it will be 
a very difficult time because something has interrupted our joy. Consider the timing of Joseph's and 
Mary's interruption.  
 
     God made everything clear in a dream. We can only imagine that this was a very emotionally difficult 
process for Joseph yet he managed to follow God's obedience and show goodness to Mary.  
 
     During this time an angel appeared to Mary and told her, as a virgin, she conceived of the Holy Spirit 
and will give birth to the son of God. He shall be named Jesus. He has come to save his people from sin. 
Immanuel meaning "God with us" This was not in their plans, yet she accepted it. Joseph's and Mary's 
journey in this passage makes our holiday interruptions seem quite manageable.  
 
     I have had interruptions during my life's journey. Through prayer, God helped me take these 
challenging interruptions to set my life on a new and stronger path.  
 
     Whatever interruptions you may be experiencing this Christmas, stop and give thanks to God for 
Jesus. Stop and pray. Ask God what he has in mind for you? 
 
     Celebration of the birth of Christ should be done with great joy, but also with an appreciation of the 
mystery of the incarnation. But never forget the center of it all: The Fathers Love! 
 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. We await your coming! 
 
 
Mary Beth Cascio 
Ohio Disciples Outreach 
First Christian Church Wadsworth 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday, December 23rd 
 

 
Matthew 1:24-25 
     When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.               
 
 
     Even great events can destroy the tranquility of those whom God has chosen as partners in a miracle. 
The first to confront the virgin birth was Mary’s fiancé, Joseph. He could not understand why Mary called 
it a miracle when the rest of the world saw it as adultery. Joseph was so upset by Mary’s pregnancy since 
he thought it was a clear case of infidelity. He wanted to get Mary out of town quietly. He loved her too 
much to consider humiliating her with public exposure. Rather he planned to “put her away” to protect 
her from those who might want to stone her as an adulteress.  
 
     It started as a dream for Joseph. No, it actually started as a deal. He and Mary’s father discussing and 
dickering like she was a horse. …And then the discovery of damaged goods. So, okay, it started as business 
as usual. It turned into a dream. A dream with angels, a dream of freedom for Israel. Imagine being 
chosen to protect God’s son! 
 
     May the heart of Joseph teach us to avoid a vindictive spirit. 
 
     In our Christian journey, we will meet people who appear to be guilty of some unforgivable fault. 
When we meet them, try to adopt the spirit of Joseph. Remember when we hear them being criticized 
that no person is beyond the love of God.  Loving treatment may actually awaken a change in their lives 
and our kindness will be a sign of striving toward Christlikeness. Sometimes if we would just take a 
minute to listen without judging and ask questions without condemning, we might see a person who is 
more than fodder for the gossip mill. Is there someone in our lives that would have an easier time living 
for Christ if they didn’t have such a hard time getting other Christians to love them? 
 
Prayer:  
     God, who redeems us, sometimes we are afraid to do what is right for fear of what others might 
think. Like Joseph, guide us and remind us that you alone are our Judge. Make us aware of what it means 
to follow Christ in our daily lives. It is in His name that we pray this prayer.  
Amen  
 
Carol Cadwallader 
First Christian Church 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
2017 President  
Adult Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

 
Fear Not! 

 
Isaiah 7: 10-16 
     Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the 
land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 
In our scripture from Isaiah, Ahaz, King of Judea is threatened by two other Kings seeking to make an 
attack on Jerusalem.  God through the prophet Isaiah tells Ahaz to “Fear Not!” God even invites Ahaz to 
test him but Ahaz refuses so God give him a sign anyway.  “By the time a young woman who is pregnant 
gives birth and that child reaches the age of knowing right from wrong, the two kings you currently fear 
will be no more.” (Stephen Bentley Version) 
 
Too often we live our lives in fear.  Fear of failure, fear of shortages, fear of others, fear of the future, 
even fear (in a negative sense) of God.  Fear keeps us from living life abundantly.  Fear cause us to look 
inward rather than outward.  All the “isms” we face today are based on fear: sexism, racism, classism, 
etc.  Fear of the strangers among us, immigrants, keeps us from compassion.  Fear can stand in the way 
of individuals, congregations, even nations.  I was over hearing a conversation yesterday, about how 
“THEY” (immigrants) were coming into “OUR” country and when they’d show up at a hospital, because 
there was no way for them to pay, they would get free health care.  There was no talk of compassion, 
only “THEY” were benefiting at “OUR” expense.   Living in fear turns individuals, congregations, and 
nations inward and stifles growth. 
 
God over and over again in scriptures calls us to “Fear not!”  Trust in God and our fears will fade with 
the dance of time.  By living apart from fear, we are able to look beyond ourselves to the great compassion 
God calls to have for all people.  Living without fear is outward focused looking ways to share in the 
blessings of life.   
 
This week we celebrate the Birth of Christ, God’s outward gift to us, God with us in human presence.  
God has taken the “THEY” and the “US” away and made us one.  As we see the example of God pouring 
out to us God’s generosity, my prayer is that we too might learn to turn away from fear and more fully 
become people who show love, compassion, and generosity to others. 
 
Prayer: 
     God, Thank you for pouring yourself out to us in the person of Jesus Christ.  Teach us to live without 
the fear that is so prevalent in our society in so many different way.  May this celebration of Christ’s 
birth transform us away from fear and move us to overflowing love, compassion, and generosity.   
Amen  
 
Rev. Stephen Bentley 
Regional Associate Pastor 



Saturday, December 25th 
Christmas Day 

 
 

BELIEVE AGAIN IN A DEEPER HOPE 
 

 ”In his name the nations will put their hope.” - Matthew 12:21 (NIV) 
 
     The theme of hope is a welcomed one during Christmas, especially, when we are faced with some of 
the things that life can throw at us. When we are filled with fear, we need the hope of God’s presence, 
power and promises. When we are faced with pain or illness, we need the hope that God is aware of 
what is going on in our lives. When a bad and difficult situation goes on for a long time, we need the 
hope of knowing that God will never leave us or forsake us. When it seems the world is out of control, 
then we need the hope of knowing that God is still in control. 
 
     As Disciples of Jesus Christ, we have a hope that is beyond wishful thinking. Hope is not wishing, for 
wishing keeps things within the bounds of our own imaginations. Hope is an expectation that God is 
going to do something greater than we could ask or imagine. Our hope is based on what God has done 
in Christ Jesus. "In his name… we put our hope". Jesus is our hope.  He is the hope which we declare to all 
who suffer and are oppressed. That is why we can have courage to fight on for human rights and civil 
rights, because we can rejoice in a hope that claims us.  
 
     I praise God for the hope instilled in the lives of people through the ministry of our Regional Church. 
Across the life of the Christian Church in Ohio, there are exciting stories of hope that give witness to 
ways Disciples have put their hope in Christ through new congregations being established, existing 
congregations being renewed and transformed, and leaders being equipped for ministry. Great things are 
taking place as we are joining God in God’s mission for the sake of the world.  

 
 
May God’s blessings be with you. 
 
Prayer:  
     O God, we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus to bring life and hope to your creation. Help us 
to share the message of hope in a world of despair with joy and humility. May we open our hearts to 
receive and share your love and grace in Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
Rev. Dr. Bill Edwards 
Regional Pastor and President 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From all who make up the Ohio Disciples Outreach Team, we hope and pray that this year’s Advent 
Devotionals have been a blessing to you.  We extend a heartfelt thanks to all who contributed.  And we 

wish each of you the Merriest of Christmas’ and the Happiest of New Years.  God Bless. 


