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INFO 
 
For bulletin or newsletter 
inserts and clip art, 
contact the Regional 
Church Office at  
614-433-0433 or  
online at  
ccinoh.org 
 
or  
 
Disciples Mission Fund 
disciplesmissionfund.org 
 
 
The Ohio Disciple 
Outreach Ministry Team 
is grateful for your 
faithful support of the 

Christian Church in Ohio. 

 

http://www.ccinoh.org/
http://www.disciplesmissionfund.org/


 

WAYS TO PROMOTE THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
 

 Promote the Christmas Offering and Regional Ministries during all four Sundays of Advent 
 

 Make a promotional bulletin board and include a Christmas stocking to collect the offering envelopes 
 

 Pass a Christmas stocking around the congregation to collect the offering 
 

 Ask people from your congregation to provide personal accounts of how Regional ministries and 
programs have affected their lives 
 

 Promote the offering by way of ‘Minutes for Missions’ and Children’s Sermons using the enclosed 
ideas or by making up your own 
 

 Include information on the offering and its support of the Region in your newsletter and bulletin 
 

 Make a congregational Christmas card for people to sign.  Ask them to donate to the Christmas 
Offering the equivalent of what it would cost to mail cards to other church members 
 

 Have someone build a manger in which to collect the offering.  Place a board over part of it and serve 
communion from it on Christmas Eve 
 

 Put Christmas Offering envelopes in your bulletins each Sunday of Advent.  Get extras from the 
Regional Church Office or Church Finance Council 
 

 Set a goal for the offering and mark your progress weekly 
 

 Educate your congregation so they know 100% of this offering goes to support the Region 
 

 Fellowship Dinner with a freewill offering 
 

 Take up an offering during Christmas Eve services and remit it to the Region. 
 

 If you already collect a Christmas Eve offering, tithe 10% to the Region. 



 

PLACES TO GO FOR HELP WITH THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

 
Christian Church in Ohio 

1347 Worthington Woods Blvd 
Suite A 
Worthington, OH 43085-6701 
(614) 433-0343 
Email: ccio@ccinoh.org 
Website: www.ccinoh.org 
 

Disciples Mission Fund 
PO Box 1986 
Indianapolis, IN 47206 
(317) 635-3100 
www.disciplesmissionfund.org  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Although your church may be familiar with the 

Christmas Special Day Offering, the Regional 

Church Office wants to provide you a few 

resources to assist you in making this season a 

reminder to others that the success of regional 

ministry is something that we all can claim and 

celebrate.  As you administer the Christmas 

Special Offering in your church, remember to 

go and tell about your excitement for the 

programs, opportunities, and experiences that 

our Regional ministry facilitates.  Thank you for 

your leadership, support and desire to be the 

messenger for peace and good news in your 

church and beyond this Christmas. 

 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org/
http://www.disciplesmissionfund.org/


 

ANSWERING YOUR CONGREGATIONS QUESTIONS 

 
Why is the Christmas Special Day Offering important? 
The Christmas Special Day Offering is one of four Special Day Offerings taken annually 
(offerings are taken on Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.)  These offerings 
provide support for the wider mission and ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).  The Christmas Special Day Offering is designated to support the hands on work 
of the Disciples’ regional ministries.  Christmas Special Day Offerings are of vital 
significance to the 32 regions which make up the Disciples of Christ.   
 
Who will benefit from this year’s offering? 
100% of your Christmas Special Day Offerings are used by the Ohio region.  For more 
information about regional ministries visit Ohio’s website at www.ccinoh.org 
 
How does the Christmas Special Day Offering support the Ohio region? 
Your regional church cares for and supports congregations and pastors in Ohio  and is 
responsible for training local and lay clergy leaders, sponsoring camps and conferences 
at Camp Christian, establishing new congregations, offering program assistance and 
ministry initiatives to help revitalize existing congregations.  The Christmas Special Day 
Offering enables the Christian Church in Ohio to perform the essential work of 
sustaining and enhancing ministry, programs, congregations, and clergy in Ohio. 

 

 

http://www.ccinoh.org/


 

HOW TO START YOUR CHRISTMAS SPECIAL DAY OFFERING 

 

Here are some helpful suggestions on how to get started with your  

Christmas Special Day Offering, whether you have already implemented other Special Day 

Offerings in your church or this is your first experience 

 

 Set dates to receive the  
2016 Christmas Special Day Offering 
Most congregations will receive the Christmas Special 
Day Offering on Sundays, December 11 and 18.  
However, you may decide to select other dates that 
more closely meet your congregation’s needs or special 
calendar.  Dates will not appear on printed materials. 
 
 

 Mark your selected dates on the church calendar – 
Make sure you have the necessary materials 
You will need leaflets, bulletin inserts, and posters, 
which are available online at 
www.disciplemissionfund.org  You will also need 
offering envelopes.  All materials available on the 
Church Finance Council website may be copied freely 
or scanned to create newsletter or worship bulletin 
announcements, promotional signs, bulletin board 
posters, or other printed or electronic media. 
 

 

 Recruit help from members of your church 
In advance of the Christmas Special Day Offering, plan 
on asking members of your congregation to present the 
Minutes for Mission on each of the Sundays designated 
for receiving the offering.  Ask outreach committees to 
prepare announcements or exhibits for display 
promoting the Christmas Special Day Offering.  
Request informational brochures from your region that 
explains the specific ministries offered in your area.  Be 
sure to provide promotional materials to your 
newsletter editor, webmaster, church secretary, and of 
course, your pastor.   And finally, talk with your youth 
and children’s coordinators about ways to involve the 
young people of your church in the Christmas Special 
Day Offering. 
 

 Seek additional help from Disciples Mission Fund 
Do you have additional questions about the Christmas 
Special Day Offering?  Feel free to contact the Disciples 
Mission Fund at (317) 635-3100 

http://www.disciplemissionfund.org/


 

SUGGESTED TIMELINE AND GOALS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
DAY OFFERING 

 

 Four to six weeks prior to the Christmas Special Day 
Offering (November 1 – 15, 2016) 
 

-Set a goal for your congregation’s combined offering.  
Consider working with groups within your church (e.g., 
women’s and men’s groups, youth groups, Sunday School 
classes, etc.) to set specific goals that can contribute to the 
overall goal of the church. 
 

-Ask volunteers from your worship committee or other groups 
to promote the Christmas Special Day Offering using displays 
and/or putting up posters around the church. 
 

-Ask church school teachers if adults may share stories of the 
importance of regional ministry within various children’s and 
youth classes.  Provide opportunities for youth to collect their 
own offerings in the time leading up to the Christmas Special 
Day Offering. 
 

-Provide worship resources found online at 
disciplesmissionfund.org  to your pastor and church leaders 
 

 Two to three weeks prior to the Christmas Special Day 
Offering (November 20 – 27, 2016)  
 

-Arrange for individuals within your church to present the 
Minute for Mission on each of the days that the Offering is 
received.   
 

-Be sure the presenters have copies of the Minutes for Mission 
provided in the Resource Guide. 
 

-Be sure that the individuals responsible for the Children’s 
Talks have received copies of the suggested talks available in 
the Resource Guide. 
 

-Be sure the individuals responsible for the offering prayer, 
prayer of thanksgiving, and prayer of petition have received a 
copy of their prayer available in the Resource Guide. 

 

-Provide the leaflets and other resources to the editor of your 
church newsletter and to your church secretary for inclusion in 
church bulletins.   
 

-Also, be sure that your webmaster has access to resources 
available on the Church Finance Council website so you may 
link to these resources or copy them onto your church’s 
website. 
 

 One week prior to the Christmas Special Day Offering 
 

-Remind individuals responsible for the Children’s Talks, 
Minutes for Mission, and the worship prayers about their 
upcoming tasks.  Also, remind your church secretary to 
include leaflets and offering envelopes in worship bulletins 
and other church related media. 
 

-Stuff inserts and offering envelopes in bulletins a day or two 
prior to the Christmas Special Day Offering 
 

 After the Christmas Special Day Offering 
 

-Announce the total received in worship and/or in the church 
newsletter, reminding church members their gifts support the 
Christian Church in Ohio. 
 

-Thank the congregation and all of your volunteers for their 
willingness to share generously of their time and resources. 
 

-Evaluate in small groups what went well and what could be 
improved for next year’s Christmas Special Day Offering in 
your church. 
 

 Send offering by January 3, 2016 
 

-Share ideas that worked effectively in your church with the 
Regional Church Office.  Send them to Dr. William Edwards, 
bedwards@ccinoh.org, or mail: Christian Church in Ohio, 1347 
Worthington Woods Blvd., Suite A, Worthington, Ohio 43085 .

http://www.disciplesmissionfund.org/
mailto:bedwards@ccinoh.org


 

HOW TO SET YOUR CHURCH’S GOALS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
DAY OFFERING 
 Review the amount given during 

previous year’s Christmas Special Day 
Offering 
 

As you review, consider ways your 
church can meet or exceed these amounts.  
We recommend setting a goal of five or 10 
percent more than last year’s offering.  As 
you challenge your congregation to 
increase its giving, consider these factors 
 Church members are more likely to 

increase their giving if they are aware 
of what the offering supports.  
Encourage awareness as well as a deep 
understanding of how the Christmas 
Special Day Offering supports regional 
ministry in Ohio. 

 Increased giving to the Christmas 
Special Day Offering can serve as a 
model for a stronger commitment to 
tithing overall.  Make a correlation 
between your church’s increased 
support of the Special Day Offering 
and its larger dedication to 
stewardship. 

 The goal for the Ohio Region for the 
2016 Christmas Offering is $50,000 

 

 Discuss your goal with your congregational leaders and inform your 
members of this goal well in advance of the Christmas Special Day 
Offering 
In this way, you will be able to build enthusiasm for, momentum 
toward, and a sense of congregational ownership and participation. 
 
 

 Use different media 
This includes the church newsletter, bulletins, display areas, 
announcement times, projected images, group meetings, pastoral 
letters, and bulletin boards to remind members and friends of your 
congregation’s generosity and its commitment to supporting the 
Christian Church in Ohio.  A PowerPoint presentation is available from 
the Regional Church Office.  You may download it from 
www.ccinoh.org  
 

 Everyone in your church, from the youngest child to the longest 
standing member can contribute to church outreach 
Giving to the Christmas Special Day Offering is one way of supporting 
church outreach.  Encourage your members to give at least one dollar to 
the Offering; ask your youth to contribute the amount of a movie ticket; 
encourage adults to contribute the amount of their cable bill or monthly 
cost of a specialty coffee.  In other words, be creative!  Remind your 
congregation that living in Christ means promotion and sharing an 
‘attitude of gratitude’ within the church. 
 

 

http://www.ccinoh.org/


 

WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

 SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 12:21 - “”In his name the nations will 
put their hope.”   
 

 LECTIONARY SCRIPTURES: 
Isaiah 35:1-10  Isaiah 7:10-16 
James 5:7-10  Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 11:2-11  Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 

 Minutes for Mission 
The Minutes for Mission are brief stories about regional 
ministry supported by the Christmas Special Day Offering.  
Minutes for Mission are usually presented by a church member 
during worship on the Sundays in which the Christmas Special 
Day Offering is received.  Let the pastor and worship 
committee leaders know about the worship resources available 
for Minutes for Mission in this Resource Guide. 
 

 Children’s Talks 
Children’s Talks are some of the most effective ways to inform 
your congregation about the importance of supporting the 
Christmas Special Day Offering.  Children’s Talks are based 
upon life illustrations that both educate and inspire not only 
the children to whom they are directed but also the adults who 
bear witness to these worshipful moments.  Included in your 
Resource Guide are sample Children’s Talks which relate to 
the unique ministry provided by the Christian Church in Ohio. 
 

 Hymns from the Chalice Hymnal 

 “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” #489 
 “Pues Si Vivimos (When We Are Living)” #536 
 “O Day of Hope That Dimly Shines” #711 
 “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” #125 
 “One Candle Is Lit” #128 
 “When God Is a Child” #132 

  Songs from Chalice Praise 
 “Shine, Jesus, Shine” #39 
 “O Redeeming One” #75 
 “Holy Light” #171 
 “Take Your Place at the Table” #173 
 “Through These Hands” #126 
 
 Offering Prayer 

Most gracious God, we thank you today for your choice 
blessings that you have bestow upon us all. Lord may we all 
give with gladness and sincerity in our hearts.  We remember 
the words of your only begotten Son, when he said, "It is more 
blessed to give, than to receive". May we give not to become 
richer, rather we give because we simply love you. Accept 
these gifts in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
     God of grace and mercy, source of all life, giver of every 
perfect gift. We thank you for the gift of life: for the breath that 
sustains life, for the food of this earth the nurtures life, for the 
love of family and friends without which there would be no 
life.  We are our brother's keeper. 
     We thank you for setting us in communities: or families 
who nurture our becoming, for friends who love us by choice, 
for co-workers at work, who share our burdens and daily 
tasks, for strangers who welcome un into their midst, for 
people from multi-cultures who call us to grow in 
understanding, and for children who lighten our moments 
with delight and joy. 
     We thank you for this day of thanksgiving: for life and one 
opportunity to love. 
     For these and all blessings, we give you thanks, eternal, 
loving God, through Jesus Crist we pray. Amen 

  

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+35%3a1-10
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+7%3a10-16
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=James+5%3a7-10
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Matthew+11%3a2-11


 

WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING  continued 

 
 Call to Worship  

 
Leader:  In the midst of a dim season, we look with great 

anticipation, to the light of a faraway star. 

 

People:  Though far off, its radiant light brings a message of 

hope, peace, joy, and love. 

 

Leader:  We turn our eyes toward Bethlehem, and eagerly 

wait for what is sure to come. 

 

People:  In preparation, we make ready, grateful hearts 

filled with praise and adoration for our coming Savior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader:  We can feel His presence as we sing, pray, listen, 

and commune with one another. 

 

People:  It can entice us to rejoice, knowing that soon the 

light of the world will once again shine bright for all. 

 

Leader:  So let us make a place in our hearts for our Savior 

who will soon be here. 

 

People:  Let us make room for Him, in the crowdedness of 

this season, with praise and thanksgiving. 

 

  



 

WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING  continued 

Communion Meditation – Believe in a Deeper Hope 
 Matthew 12:21 -”In his name the nations will put their hope.”   
  

 The theme of hope is a welcomed one during Christmas, 
especially, when we are faced with some of the things that life 
can throw at us. When we are filled with fear, we need the hope 
of God’s presence, power and promises. When we are faced with 
pain or illness, we need the hope that God is aware of what is 
going on in our lives. When a bad and difficult situation goes on 
for a long time, we need the hope of knowing that God will 
never leave us or forsake us. When it seems the world is out of 
control, then we need the hope of knowing that God is still in 
control. 

 
 As Disciples of Jesus Christ, we have a hope that is beyond 

wishful thinking. Hope is not wishing, for wishing keeps things 

within the bounds of our own imaginations. Hope is an 

expectation that God is going to do something greater than we 

could ask or imagine. Our hope is based on what God has done in 

Christ Jesus. "In his name… we put our hope". Jesus is our hope.  He 

is the hope which we declare to all who suffer and are oppressed. 

That is why we can have courage to fight on for human rights and 

civil rights, because we can rejoice in a hope that claims us.  

During this Christmas season we are called to remember 

we are a people of hope.  As we prepare our hearts and minds 

for the Lord’s Table, may we reflect on the hope of Christ. 

 

 

  



 

DEVELOPING A THEME SERMON    Unlocking the heart to hear the Good News 

 

 

Hope for Advent 
© Rev. Valerie Bridgeman, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Homiletics and 
Hebrew Bible 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio 
President & CEO of WomanPreach! Inc. 
 
Matthew 12:21: “And in his name the 
Gentiles will hope.” 

Advent provides us with an 
opportunity to think about what we 
most surely believe about how God acts 
and acted in human history. Though 
most people tend to focus on the “first 
coming” of Jesus as a little baby, 
vulnerable and in need of communal 
and parental help to grow into the 
person he became—we think of singing 
angels and stars and wise men—it may 
seem odd that we are near the middle of 

Matthew’s gospel and in the middle of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry with the Matthew 
12:21 text. But even more, we are in the 
middle of Matthew’s development of his 
theology of what God is up to in Jesus’ 
life. For this gospel, it is God’s 
fulfillment of prophetic witness. This 
one sentence comes from the poetic 
prophecy found in Isaiah and quoted by 
this writer. Jesus’ ministry surrounds 
this sentence, quoted by the narrator of 
this text. 

In this season of preaching I 
propose that when approaching this one 
verse, we broaden the context and read 
more than the one sentence, as I have 
done just above. Putting the notion that 
Jesus is Matthew’s “fulfillment” of the 
prophetic longing is at the core of 
Matthew’s work. Play with that truth 
and do not mix Matthew with Luke or 
Mark or John. Stay in this gospel’s 
desire. “And he ordered them not to 
make him known” (v. 16) is impossible 
grace as his ministry in the midst of 
Roman oppression, religious ideology, 
and human illness exposes him and 
makes him known.  

As you prepare to preach, start 
with reading Matthew 12 and perhaps 
the whole book to get a sense of how 

this text flows in the book. Read the 
chapter several times. You might also 
read the Isaiah text in its native context. 
Once you know the contours of the text, 
choose a “conversation issue” for this 
sermon. What do I mean? I mean that it 
will be tempting to do a litany of all the 
ills of the world since so much is going 
on in the world. In Matthew 12, there 
are three larger issues from which to 
choose as a conversation issue: Jesus and 
his disciples breaking Sabbath law by 
plucking corn in a field; Jesus healing 
the man with the withered hand; and 
Jesus asserting his relationship to 
humans and to God, including resisting 
the notion that he casts our demons by 
the “ruler of demons.” These are used to 
demonstrate the prophetic texts. You 
will have an opportunity to demonstrate 
that “in him [Jesus] the Gentile will 
hope” is an apt and powerful truth to 
proclaim in the harried Advent time as 
you choose a contemporary issue, 
perhaps like the ones in the text or 
different. The issue, reflected in our 
theme text, is hope. Hope, the theme for 
the first Sunday of Advent, continues 
into the entire season, and indeed into 
the lives of all those who receive Jesus as 
the epitome of Hope.  



 

Secondly, meet any resistance 
your proclamation might encounter. By 
this statement I mean that whenever we 
make affirmative steps, there almost 
always is some “evidence to the 
contrary.” When we proclaim that Jesus 
is the reason for hope and that he is 
worthy of that trust, what might 
someone argue against this assertion? 
For example, you might find yourself 
saying that the counter to such a claim is 
that people might claim that they don’t 
see healings in our times or that 
oppression in the name of God is an all 
time high. You might point to an air and 
era of hopelessness (with examples) as 
the way people might counter what you 
have to say about God. This work is 
important since people have to know 
that you are aware that there’s another 
report in the air, so to speak. 

Thirdly, make your case in the 
presence of your resistance. These 
assertions might sound something like, 
“even in the age of heightened racial 
tension and even in the presence of 
rising terroristic threats, Jesus is the 
confrontation to Beelzebul. His very 
existence is the healing presence of our 
times and we carry it as we celebrate his 
first coming in anticipation of his 
coming again. And, we are his ‘current’ 
coming. We are the hope of nations 
because of Christ.” These examples are 
small examples, but use your 
imagination and use concrete examples 
that speak to people as much as 
plucking corn in fields while breaking 
religious law (Matt. 12:1-8). 

What I am calling “the case for 
Jesus,” some people might call the 
“celebration” of the truth you have 
proclaimed in the sermon. This portion 

of your sermon is the bold statement 
that you want to make and to call people 
into whom they will be (individually 
and as a community) and what they will 
do (individually and as a community). 
This final section of your sermon affirms 
God’s grace to do what it is the Holy 
Spirit leads you to proclaim and calls the 
community into specific and generous 
action. The phrase, “in him the Gentiles 
will hope” encourages us as preachers 
and people to broaden our 
understanding of Jesus’ ministry. All of 
Matthew 12 demonstrates that call. The 
gospel becomes a word and an action for 
the entire world and not just for those to 
whom the first promises came. 
“Gentiles,” or in Isaiah “nations,” is a 
stand in for everyone. This message is 
the one we proclaim in this season. 

  

 

 



 

WHAT ARE MINUTES FOR MISSION? 

So, 
You’ve been asked to give a Minute for Mission during one of your Advent services.  

What does this mean? 

 

Minutes for Mission are stories, anecdotes, or illustrations which you will present as part 

of your congregation’s worship service.  Written in a style that lends itself to 

conversation Minutes for Mission allow you to demonstrate in a visible way your own 

commitment to the outreach ministries of the church; tell a story that helps the whole 

church’s mission to become real and personalized; and to participate in your 

congregation’s focus on mission throughout the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) – 

in particular, the important work done by the Regional Church in Ohio.  Below are listed 

ten ways you can prepare for your Minute for Mission reading. 

 

 

1. Read the Minute for Mission you have 
been chosen to present 

2. Reflect on your thoughts and emotions 
as you have encountered and 
understood the story.  Imagine how 
your congregation will respond to the 
story. 

3. Read the story again. 

4. Read the Offering scripture and reflect 
on how your Minute for Mission 
connects to the scripture. 

5. Read the story again – this time, out 
loud. 

6. Now that you are familiar with the 
story and its impact, try telling it in 
your own words. 

7. Ask your pastor or another member of 
your church to share a similar story 
that reflects on the importance of the 
ministry of the Ohio region. 

8. Pray about your presentation 

9. Don’t forget to include details about 
how and where people in your 
congregation can make their gifts. 

10. Remind the congregation of the goal 
for this Special Offering and invite 
everyone to give generously on the 
designated days. 



 

MINUTE FOR MISSION ONE 

Believe Again in a Deeper Hope 

 

There is a Hymn called, “Hymn of Promise,” that says,  

 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

By Natalie A. Sleeth, 1986 

 

It goes on in beautiful imagery about the hope of what is a mystery to us about God. As 

we consider our giving today, as we worship God with thanksgiving let us consider the 

mystery of what is still unrevealed to us for our future ministry. What wonders could 

God hold for our own congregation and for the Christian Church in Ohio as we partner 

in ministry together. Your gift to our congregation will bless the ministry of our church 

to make a difference in the lives of those who attend worship. (Or insert another brief illustration of ministry that is making a difference 

in the life of the church and your community.) Your gift to the special day offering benefits the Christian Church in Ohio and your entire 

gift makes a difference in our region and in the world. Our building partnership with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the 

Congo is a growing opportunity for our churches to learn from the fastest growing branch of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

about church growth. Just imagine what God has in store for us in that relationship. Let your gift be the bulb that returns to God the 

glory and blessings of God’s generous nature, so that God can make it grow. 

Rev. Liz DeWeese, Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Kettering, Ohio, Ohio Disciple Outreach member. 



 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION TWO 

The Spiritual life is a great and unknown journey. Jesus is the light that guides 

us. The Holy Spirit is the power that moves us. Almighty God is the one who faithfully 

watches over us and reveals to us our purpose in life.  

Walking the spiritual path is challenging, but it is often the most rewarding. Our 

Spiritual path brings meaning to our lives as we grow in discipleship and service, and 

grow in wisdom, compassion and love. As long as we stay faithful and actively 

participate in our spiritual journey, as long as we respond to God’s call and as long as 

we spread love whenever and wherever we can follow is Christ’s footsteps, our life is 

united to God. God rejoices in the gifts of something we can do as long as we give from 

our heart. 

Through our Christmas Special Day Offering we support our Regional Church 

Ministry through gifts. This Offering goes totally to our own Region to help us witness 

together.  

Whether it is Camp Christian, start New Churches, Stewardship, Pastoral care, 

Pastoral Search Committees or mission emphases to help local churches reach out 

through mission trips to the Gulf Coast, Chile’ and now a new opportunity to partner as 

a Region with the Disciples of Christ Community of the Congo in Boyeka.  

Through our Regional Pastor Rev. Dr.  William Edwards and Associate Rev. 

Stephen Bentley, staff and volunteers, Ohio Disciples are on the move and witnessing at 

home and around the world to the love and care of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

When we do things together as a Region, we stretch the boundaries of our local congregations to be able to minister in ways and in places 

none of us could reach alone. It is in loving others, it is sharing our gifts, that we become free to receive the most precious gift of all…the 

grace, love and mercy of Christ in our own lives. The gift you decide to give will be the best gift God ever received.  God always rejoices 

in what we have to offer him. Let us use 2016 Christmas Offering to “Believe Again in a Deeper Hope and give whole hearted support 

to our Regional Ministry together. 

-Mary Beth Cascio, Ohio Disciples Outreach Committee 



 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION THREE 

Camp Christian 

The Special Day Christmas Offering helps the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 

Ohio to continue ministry with our youth at Camp Christian.  

This act of stewardship is also an act of worship. When we bring our gifts to the church 

it is an act of worship honoring the God that we love who has been so very generous 

with us. So today as you offer your gift to God’s purpose and you say thank you to God 

for the blessings in your life consider how your offering to your church will change a life 

in your midst. (The person giving the invitation to offertory could offer a brief, one 

sentence illustration of a ministry in your church that is changing lives.) And when you 

offer your special offering to the region consider how your gift will change lives around 

the region and around the world.  

The financial gift you make today will have a tremendous effect on the lives and faith 

journeys of young people like Brianna.  

 

“My life has been changed for the better ever since the first time I stepped foot on the 

campus of Camp Christian when I was eight years old. From the stories I will never 

forget from Otter Camp to the songs that are always in my head, my faith has been 

constantly rejuvenated by Camp Christian. Above all of that, my relationships with God 

and my fellow disciples have been strengthened, and I have made friends in my faith that 

will last a lifetime.” – Brianna Ledsome 

Do you realize that almost half of all gifts to the region go to support the ministry at Camp Christian? Your gift will make a difference. 

You can change a life. Let us worship God with our thanksgiving.  

Camp Christian is a vital part of our Regional Church ministry together!  As we give to the Special Day Christmas Offering, 100% of 

that Offering stays in Ohio to continue this very important work with our youth! 



 

CHILDREN’S TALKS:  SERMON IDEAS FOR YOUNG HEARTS 

 

 

The following Children’s Talk was 

contributed by a member of the Ohio 

Disciple Outreach Ministry Team.  

Children are sure to enjoy and learn about 

Christ’s birth as seen through their own 

personal experiences. 

Feel free to add your own twists and spins 

on this talk.  Imagination is the key!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you want for Christmas? I hazard a guess that most of you have a List a 
mile long. So you are hoping for video games, Barbie dolls, etc.  (Allow the children 
to briefly share).   

But the Church has a different message about Christmas. Christmas isn’t about 
receiving it is about giving.  Doesn’t sound as much fun.  But it can be.   

Grown ups, help me here.  There is an old adage that goes “It is more blessed to 
give” how does it end…. 

It is more blessed, to give than to receive. 

(Share your own story here if you have one).  Over the years I have been a part of a 
number of different groups of people who have gone out and done mission work:  
Nearby, within the United States and overseas.   I think in every single group at least 
one person has stated that the went out expecting to help other people, but they 
were going home having received more than they gave.  My daughter helped plant a 
community garden this past summer.  A couple of day’s later she was telling me 
how wonderful of a week she had had.  I reminded her of how she had grumbled 
about getting up early to plant the garden and how dirty she was when we were 
done.  And I asked her if that was fun after all.  She answered me back that “fun 
wasn’t the word, but it was rewarding.” 

Christmas can give the best rewards and the biggest blessings by being generous. 

What are some ways that you can share this Christmas. 

If the kids don’t come up with any appropriate answers. 

Share the ideas of: Helping bake cookies to give to a teacher (or a preacher ); 
Giving Mom and dad surprise coupon books promising to do chores or other nice 
gestures; Going through the toys and books you don’t use any more and sharing the 
nice ones with someone who could use them now; Adding to your Christmas list 
donations to Heifer Project (or another mission the kids are familiar with) 

  



 

IDEAS FOR TAKING THE OFFERING 

 Christmas Offering Idea 
Have the children of your church submit designs for your church bulletin cover.  Have the children draw a picture of Advent and Christ 
candles with black felt pens.  Have each artist sign his or her picture.  You can use a single picture of make a collage of the children’s artwork 
for the Sundays of Advent or for your Christmas Eve services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Do a Christmas Offering Skit 
Before the offertory prayer, the deacons start talking among themselves 

Deacon One: How much money are you going to put in your Christmas Special Offering envelope? 

Deacon Two:  My wife and I always put twenty-five bucks in when there’s a Special Offering.  Why do you want to know? 

Deacon One: I was just wondering.  We usually just throw those envelopes away.  What is this offering for, anyway? 

Deacon Two:  This one supports the ministries of our Regional Church.  You know – Camp Christian, Advanced Conference, Ohio 

Women’s Ministries, Ohio Men’s Ministry, helping churches that need a new pastor, starting new churches and revitalizing 

existing congregations.  The region helps our church tell the Good News of Jesus Christ in a lot of different places and a lot 

of different ways. 

Deacon One:  Wow!  I have one more question, though.  Since this ministry does so much, why do you only give twenty-five bucks? 

(pause) 

Both: The Scripture says, “”In his name the nations will put their hope.”  Matthew 12:21  
 



 

Regional Church Office Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards became the Regional Pastor and President of the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of 
Christ) on September 1, 2004. Bill has served churches in Kentucky, Ohio and Tennessee, and served as Associate General 
Minister and Vice President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 
  
Email Bill at bedwards@ccinoh.org  

 

Rev. Stephen Bentley joined the Staff of the Christian Church in September 2005 in an Interim position and in 2007 was 

called to the staff as Regional Associate Pastor. 

 

Email Steve at: sbentley@ccinoh.org 

 

 

 
Jennie Stoddart Bernard  
Office Administrator 
jstoddartbernard@ccinoh.org   

 

 
Joanne Arnold  
Executive Assistant 
jarnold@ccinoh.org 
 
 

  
  

 
Rich Haines 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
rhaines@ccinoh.org  

  

 
Lynne Smith  
Financial Clerk 
lsmith@ccinoh.org  
 
 
 

 

Al Channell 
Camp Christian Superintendent 
937-348-2811 (Camp) 
achannell@ccinoh.org 

   

Doris Woodson 
Camp Christian Food Services Director  
dwoodson@ccinoh.org 
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 1347 Worthington Woods Blvd, Ste A 
Worthington, OH 43085 

 
 


