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Be a witness for ONEness! 
 

     One of the last things Jesus did with his disciples was to 

bless them with the priestly prayer that appears in John 17. He 

prayed that, “I’m praying not only for them, but also for those 

who will believe in me because of them and their witness about 

me. The goal is for all of them to become one heart and 

mind.” (The Message) 
 

     In July we will gather as ONE for the General Assembly in 

Indianapolis. Thousands of Disciples gather from across the 

United States and Canada to demonstrate our unity in service 

to the Christ. We will hear inspiring messages, elect a new 

General Minister and President, hear about the results from 

Mission First! and learn together. 
 

     Bible studies on the theme text (John 17:20-21a) from 

scholars at Disciple-related seminaries are available online so 

you can go deeper into the scripture. 
 

     January 29 is the fifth Sunday of the month, so let’s show 

the world we are ONE by wearing red and/or a chalice. Take it 

a step further and post a “selfie” on social media with the tag 

#DOCWeAreOne.  
 

     Early registration discounts expire April 1, so get registered 

today for a 20 percent savings at http://disciples.org/ga  

Christian Church in Ohio Awarded  

$1 Million Grant through Lilly Endowment's 

Economic Challenges Initiative 
 

     The Christian Church in Ohio has received a grant of  

$1 million as part of Lilly Endowment Inc.’s National Initiative to 

Address Economic Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders. The  

initiative supports a variety of religious organizations across the 

nation as they address the financial and economic struggles that 

can impair the ability of pastors to lead congregations effective-

ly. The grants are part of the Endowment’s commitment to  

supporting the pastoral leadership development of clergy    

serving in congregations across the United States. 
 

     The Christian Church in Ohio’s Endowment grant will  

create the Economically Empowered for Excellence in Ministry initi-

ative. Our goal for the three-year grant period is to impact at 

least 25% of the 222 active Disciples clergy in Ohio, empower-

ing them to pursue excellence in ministry while reducing their 

financial burdens. The Endowment grant will establish a  Minis-

terial Excellence Fund consisting of two (2) grant programs, 

Pastoral Relief Grants and Compensation Support Grants. A 

limited number of financial relief grants will also be made avail-

able for select program participants. Program details continue 

to be finalized and will be made available at www.ccinoh.org.  
 

     In partnership with Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Center for Faith and Giving, the Endowment grant will also be 

used to create a Financial Empowerment Academy. This financial 

literacy program will include educational experiences designed 

to educate both clergy and congregations on personal and con-

gregational financial management. 
 

     “Through addressing financial literacy issues and alleviating 

financial pressures of clergy, this program aims to benefit     

congregations by having more effective leadership and less turn-

over”, said Dr. William Edwards, Regional Pastor and President. 

"We hope to benefit the church by having pastoral leaders who 

are more engaged in the financial affairs of the church.” 
 

     The Christian Church in Ohio is one of 15 organizations 

taking part in the round of the initiative. Each program is cus-

tomized to the needs of pastoral leaders in each religious tradi-

tion, but the programs have much in common as they: provide 

incentives for clergy to take part in personal finance education 

offer low-or no-cost financial planning and counseling help pas-

tors create emergency funds develop strategies that help young 

pastors pay down or eliminate educational debt create new 

scholarships so that seminarians borrow less while in school. 
 

     The complete press release, and continuing information as 

the program unfolds can be found at http://www.ccinoh.com/

other-pages/lilly-endowment-grant.aspx  

 

Are you on Twitter?   

How about your Congregation? 

 

Let’s Connect! 

Find us at  @OhioRegion!! 

Volume 26, Number 1 

January - April 2017 
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Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

“They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers.” - 

Acts 2:42 (NRSV) 

 

  The early church, as described in 

the book of Acts, "devoted 

themselves… to prayer."  The Greek word for "devote" means 

"to be loyal to someone; to diligently occupy oneself with 

something." In other words, it could be said that those early 

Spirit-filled Christians were “in Love with God,” so they spent 

time and effort on their prayer. It wasn't on again, off again, as 

our prayer so often is. They were persistent, constant, and 

continuous in their prayer.  
 

     In devoting themselves to prayer, those early Spirit-filled 

Christians established an intimacy with God.  They paid 

attention to when they prayed, what they prayed, to whom 

they prayed, and also to how they prayed. Praying together was 

a hallmark of the early church. Those early Spirit-filled 

Christians prayed with power. They prayed in the expectation 

that God hears and answers. And, they felt and saw and 

experienced those answers in miraculous ways. 
 

     As we now look into a new year, I would like to invite the 

Christian Church in Ohio into a season of prayer during 2017. 

Prayer must be the spiritual foundation for the work of 

transformation God is calling us to do. I hope it can be said that 

Disciples in Ohio are rooted in prayer. I believe that God is 

calling our regional church to be identified as a praying church.  

A praying church is a holy church, a committed church.   
 

     In Romans 12:12 Paul tells us, “Be faithful in prayer,” and in 

Colossians 4:2 he says, “Devote yourselves to prayer.” 

Therefore, I challenge you: Give yourselves over to prayer. 

Persevere in it. Prayer must become a holy habit that can not 

be denied. In the eighteenth chapter of Luke, Jesus declares 

that we ought to pray “always and not to lose heart.”  
 

     Prayer allows us see God’s presence. When we see God, it 

is impossible to see hopelessness, despair, gloom and defeat.  

When we see God, we see a way in the midst of steep 

mountains and low valleys.  When we see God, enemies 

become less significant, because we know that God is greater 

than any who are against us. 

 

     Therefore, Let us pray… 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
 

     As many of know, backpacking is my passion.  There is 

nothing better than loading up all you need and heading out on 

an  adventure.  Climbing from ground level to 4000 or 5000 

feet with 35 pounds on your back can be exhausting.  I have to 

take breaks every hundred feet or so and sometimes sooner.  

Sweat and heavy breathing are a by-product.  But when you 

reach the top . . . Oh Boy!  This is even more so when there is 

a view.  How exciting to look back at where you have been; the      

challenges conquered and the joys experienced along the way.  

So too is the look at the trail ahead; seeing ahead of time the 

new challenges that await, planning for them, and readying my-

self for the new journey. 

 

     Today, we sit at the top of 2017.  We look back and see the 

accomplishment this year has wrought.  It had its share of   

challenges to be negotiated; some of which will travel with us 

on the road ahead like the pack on my back.  It had its share of 

joys as well as we think about the sermons preached, the 

churches visited, the campers touched by the light of Jesus 

Christ, not to mention the many counselors whose lives are 

touched by the young people.  As much as we’d like to enjoy 

the view to the past, we must now look to the future and see 

the challenges and joys that await us:  United Nations Seminar, 

ten camps and conferences, retreats for all, men and women 

call to ministry, missions to serve in the name of Jesus, and all 

the surprises that await.   

 

     I want to thank the Regional Church for the opportunity of 

a three month Sabbath experience.  I come back renewed by 

God’s Call and ready for the challenges that lie ahead.  I also 

want to extend my thanks and gratitude to Rev. Dr. Bill      

Edwards whose friendship and leadership I continue to prize.  

As we stand on the precipice of this New Year, let us look and 

prepare for the future God is calling us to. 

Deadline for entries into May-Aug 2017 issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 
Due in the Regional Church Office by        

April 1, 2017 
Submitting via email is preferred jstoddartbernard@ccinoh.org  

 

  I prayed for strength, that I could be strong; 

  I was made weak, that I could be more tender. 

  I prayed for health, that I could accomplish greatness; 

  I was given sickness, that I could do better things. 

  I prayed for wealth, so that I could be satisfied; 

  I was made poor, so that I could have wisdom. 

  I prayer for power, so that I could rule the world; 

  I was given brokenness, so that I would depend on God. 

  I prayed for many things, so that I could enjoy life; 

  I was given, “new life,” so that I could enjoy many things. 

  I didn’t get what I prayed for,  

            but I got everything I longed for. 
 

-- Anonymous          

mailto:jstoddartbernard@ccinoh.org


Page 3 

From the Regional Moderator 

Rev. Dr. Tom Stephenson 
 

     In the film, My Favorite Year, washed-up, 

swashbuckling actor, Allan Swann, is invited 

to make a guest appearance on a 1954 

comedy show to parody his adventurous 

character.  Because he has a reputation for 

wild antics, the show’s producer assigns a 

young comedy writer, Benjy Stone, to keep 

an eye on Swann during the week leading to the broadcast.  

The actor happens to be Benjy’s childhood hero but 

throughout the days leading up to the show, Benjy’s illusions 

about Swann are shattered as he encounters a real human being 

with real-life issues.  Eventually the two learn about each 

other’s secret struggles and open up as their friendship evolves.  

Living up to his movie star reputation, Allan keeps Benjy busy 

avoiding trouble and focusing on the main objective of the 

week.  Benjy learns that the best heroes aren’t larger than life 

but real people doing their best with the circumstances life has 

dealt them.  Sometimes pathetic and selfish, and at other times 

warm and vulnerable, Swann finally learns to trust and genuinely 

appreciate someone other than himself.  After a week of 

challenges, in and out of trouble, rubbing people the wrong 

way, and struggling to stay sober, the big day arrives and Allan 

fulfills everyone’s hopes and delights the audience with his 

performance.  In the end, the larger-than-life personality 

confesses to his young friend, “This is the most fun and the 

hardest work I’ve done since the world was young.” 

 

As we enter a new year, I am taking to heart those words 

and anticipating that the mission of the Christian Church in 

Ohio in 2017 will be “the most fun and the hardest work” 

we’ve ever done.  A word of introduction:  I am Tom 

Stephenson, pastor of First Christian Church in Wilmington 

and the Regional Moderator for the next two years.  I am 

writing to first express my gratitude for our covenant network 

of congregations throughout Ohio.  The Lord has blessed us 

with one of the most vital regions within the Disciples of Christ 

and we need to lift up our long and faithful tradition of coming 

together in the Spirit of the Living God to be a Good News 

people!  Second, I am grateful for the sacrificial work of my 

predecessor, Vera Burton, who has and continues to 

generously support this good work.  We have a wonderful 

team of clergy and laity who commit so many hours and 

resources on Regional Church Council and through the many 

committees and commissions through which we accomplish 

this shared ministry!  I also want to express gratitude to our 

Regional staff.  In a day of diminished resources and fewer staff, 

they commit themselves to assuring everything pastorally and 

administratively is still accomplished to the glory of God!  The 

work we do together is vital to the ongoing mission of Christ’s 

church as expressed through our covenant as Disciples in Ohio.  

Please know that I too am available to discuss the regional 

ministry with you at any time. Feel free to call or email me with 

your ideas, thoughts, or questions.   
 

Continued in the next column 

Regional Moderator Continued 

 

May I implore each of you to join me in a season of prayer 

as we continue to respond to God’s call and bring glory, honor 

and praise to the Lord Jesus Christ.  May I also appeal to you to 

intentionally pray for the regional church in your congregations, 

during worship, board meetings and among your elder’s groups.  

Let’s pray and talk openly about our opportunities and the 

challenges of ministry that lay before us; this treasure in clay 

jars. 

 

Thank you again for your service to Christ and his church 

in your congregation and community and through the body of 

Christ as it assembles regionally. Your faithfulness to this high 

calling is a great asset to fulfilling the vision to which God is 

leading.  And may this hard work also help us recover a sense 

of fun and joy as when the world was young. 

 

All God’s Blessings, 

Tom 

epastor.tom@gmail.com  

U.N. Seminar: February 24th - March 4th 
 

     The United Nations (U.N.) Seminar has been a vital part of 

the Ohio Christian Youth Fellowship (C.Y.F.) since the early 

1960’s. From then to now well over a thousand young people 

from Disciples congregations around Ohio have had the 

opportunity to travel to New York City and Washington D.C. 

for a week. For many, this has been a life changing experience, 

witnessing the diverse ways that faith plays a part in the 

decision making of our nation and the world.  

 

     There are people throughout the Region of Ohio who have 

experienced this amazing tradition and testify to the power of 

this trip in numerous ways.  Watch for details on Facebook as a 

new group of young people will venture out to have their lives 

shaped by the conversations and experiences of the UN 

Seminar Experience and then invite one of these great young 

people to speak to your congregation and give testimony to 

this life changing ministry. 

mailto:epastor.tom@gmail.com
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/un-seminar.aspx
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Regional Calendar                     Jan - Jun 2017 
 

January 2017 

12 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO, 10:00am 

13 New Church Team @ Saint Andrew CC, Dublin 

16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, RCO Closed 

17 Commission on Ministry All Team Meeting 

17 Congregational Transformation Webinar @ 7:00pm 

24 ODEC Meeting @ RCO, 10:00am 

24 Finance Team Conference Call @ 1:30pm 

26 Congregational Transformation Conf Call @ 10:30am 

28 Camp Christian Committee Meeting @ Camp, 10am 
 

February 

1 Personnel Committee Meeting 

2 RCO Staff Meeting 

7 Congregational Transformation Webinar 

10 New Church Team @ Saint Andrew CC, Dublin 

20 Spiritual Life Team Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*21-23 Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers @ Camp Christian 

*24-4  U.N. Seminar for Youth in Washington D.C. & N.Y.C. 
 

March 

2 Finance Team Meeting @ RCO, 10:30am 

7 Executive Committee @ Northwest C.C., Columbus 

8 RCO Staff Meeting 

11 Chi Rho Commission @ Northwest C.C., Columbus 

11 Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Commission Meeting  

14-15 Ordained Ministerial Partner Standing @ Camp 

25 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp, 9:00am 

29 Anti-Racism Standing Workshop @ Camp Christian 

30 Ethical Boundaries Standing Workshop @ Camp 
 

April 

1 Counselors Retreat @ Camp Christian 

5 RCO Staff Meeting 

7-9 State Youth Convention @ Camp Christian 

14 Good Friday, RCO Closed 

16 Easter Sunday 

21-23 Advance Ministries Spring Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

May 

1 Early Bird Deadline for Youth Camps & Conferences 

6 1 in 1,000 Camp Christian Open House; Details TBA 

12 RCO Staff Meeting 

12-13 Ohio Disciples Men’s Work Retreat @ Camp 

26-28 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian  

29 Memorial Day, RCO Closed 
 

June 

2 – 3 Grandparent and Me Camp @ Camp Christian 

4 – 10  Chi Rho Camp Emmaus @ Camp Christian 

6 Executive Committee @ Northwest C.C., Columbus 

7 RCO Staff Meeting 

10 Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Commission Meeting  

11-17 CYF Conference Week #1 @ Camp Christian 

18-24 Otter Junior Camp @ Camp Christian 

19-23 Adult Conference @ Northwest C.C., Columbus 

25-1 CYF Conference Week #1 @ Camp Christian 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/special-offering
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/spiritual-life.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/un-seminar.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
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Cleveland Christian 

Home Calls New CEO 
 

     On October 1, 2016, 

Charles (“Chuck”) Tuttle, 

MSSA, became Cleveland 

Christ ian Home’s Ch ief 

Executive Officer.  

 

     Under Chuck’s direction, 

the agency will continue to be 

mission driven, providing a 

haven of hope and healing for 

children, youth and families 

struggling with mental illness, abuse and neglect. Chuck cites 

CCH’s reputation for quality services in his decision to serve as 

CEO. He strongly believes that CCH services are the top-rated 

in our community, and he is eager to deliver that message to 

our stakeholders and to the community-at-large. At the same 

time, he believes that collaborations and partnerships with 

other providers are valuable and essential to maximize the 

support and treatment services that our clients need. 

 

     No stranger to CCH, Chuck served as Chief Operating 

Officer for nearly eight years from 2001-2008. “It’s good to be 

back,” said Chuck. “I‘m looking forward to reconnecting with 

staff I know and meeting new staff who were hired after I left.” 

He is passionate about making a difference in the lives of our 

children and families and appreciates that the “Home Team” 

shares his passion.  

 

     “Chuck’s knowledge, experience and commitment to 

children make him uniquely suited to lead Cleveland Christian 

Home at this time,” CCH President Patricia R. Frutig said. 

“Building on a strong foundation established over the last 

number of years, we know that we can do even more for our 

children and families with his leadership.” 

 

     Bringing a wealth of knowledge and experience to the job, 

Chuck holds a Master of Science in Social Service 

Administration (M.S.S.A.) from Case Western Reserve 

University and is a Licensed Independent Chemical Dependency 

Counselor (LICDC). Over the past 35 years, he has held both 

direct service and administrative positions.  

  

Continued in the next column 

CCH continued 
 

     After leaving CCH, Chuck served as the Chief Executive 

Officer of Children’s Advantage, a non-profit organization in 

Ravenna, Ohio that provides mental health and healthcare 

agency services to families and children and adolescents from 

birth to age 18 years. In that position, he established integrated 

care clinic and tele-therapeutic services and an Early Childhood 

Mental Health Program, which he will explore as possibilities 

for CCH expansion. 

  

     Chuck sits on a number of state and local social services 

committees and currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Ohio 

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services Clinical 

Roundtable. 

 

     Apart from his professional life, Chuck has a number of 

interests that keep him busy. He and his wife, Carol, live on a 

“small farm” in Chardon with an assortment of four-legged 

friends, including a horse and several goats. They find time to 

enjoy outdoor activities, like nature hikes and kayaking. They 

also maintain close contact with their two grown daughters.  

Regional Church Council  

Signs on to Resolution 
     Westlake Christian Church brought a resolution to the 

Regional Council asking them to cosign onto a resolution 

repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery.  The Resolution 

shared the history of how the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) has been directly impacted by the benefits of this 

doctrine and calls the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

to renounce the doctrine. 

     There was conversation during the Council meeting and 

a vote was taken that the Council did affirm the resolution 

and agreed to add the Council’s signature to it for consider-

ation at General Assembly in July. 

 

     For more information about this you can contact either 

Westlake Christian Church or Moderator of the Council, 

Rev. Tom Stephenson, whose email address is on page 3.  

Week of the Laity 
 

     Although Laity Sunday is often 

scheduled for the last week in January, 

in the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), any day – every Sunday is a 

time for laity involvement. The Laity is 

heavily involved in many aspects of 

leading, teaching, serving, and outreach to community and 

world. Laity Sunday is an opportunity to highlight and appreci-

ate the many roles fulfilled by laity. Week of the Laity resources 

are planned to give you flexibility and a variety of choices. You 

are encouraged to edit and enhance the suggestions to fit the 

particular needs of your congregation. 
 

     Celebrate the gifts of the laity during the Week of the Laity. 

Lift up those special gifts that lay people offer to your congrega-

tion’s ministry. Select from the numerous archives listed below. 

Week of the Laity will be celebrated January 29 – February 

4,  2017.  Laity Sunday is a special time when the lay people of 

the church often pause to consider their varied gifts for minis-

try, inside and outside the walls of the church building.  
 

     More information and resources can be found at: 

www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/laity-week/  

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/laity-week/
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/laity-week/


Is something wonderful happening  

in the life of your Congregation?   

Tell us about it!!  ccio@ccinoh.org 
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Second Chance Christian Church  

Moves in Worship 
 

     The question often gets asked, “what are we doing to 

reach people not in the pews on Sundays?”  Well, the Region 

of Ohio has a rich history of planting churches and it is 

continuing today.  One example is the creative journey that 

Rev. Trayce Stewart has taken to create a church in the 

Columbus area.  Rev Stewart has gotten into the community 

and built relationships with folks who are now coming 

together for worship. 
 

     Rev. Stewart had a vision of a church that was Open and 

Affirming, Radically Inclusive and Multi-Racial. The Vision 

came to a beautiful step during Advent with their first Friday 

Night Worship experience. More than 50 people gathered for 

song, The Word and fellowship on December 3 in Dublin.  If 

you’re interested, they have put the service on their 

Facebook page for the world to share in worship with them. 
 

     While just beginning this phase of life the congregation has 

been active in the community in many ways of faith.  Just days 

before gathering in worship they joined with St Andrew 

Christian Church to distribute backpacks of food that were 

collected and organized at the 2016 Fall Regional Assembly. 
 

     For more information about this ministry, check out 

Second Chance Christian Church on Facebook or go to 

www.secondchancedisciples.org. This new and exciting 

ministry is one of the ministries that receives support from  

around the state through the New Wine Skins Offering. 

God Before Guns 
  

     For many retirement means taking it easy and being busy 

doing a lot of things there wasn’t time for before retirement.  

But for Rev. Kris Eggert retirement has opened up the 

opportunity to step outside of the normal Ministry box and 

advocate against Gun Violence in our community.  She and her 

husband, David, co-founded God Before Guns in 2013 and 

now work side-by-side growing the organization. 
   

     “I see gun violence as a deeply spiritual issue because it 

involves human suffering and injustice that will only be alleviated 

through compassion and the involvement from people of faith who 

speak out in their churches and in the public arena.”,  Rev Eggert 

says on her blog https://pastorkriscleve.blog/. 
  

     If you watch Rev. Eggert’s life unfold on Facebook through 

status updates it is clear that she is passionate about being 

executive Director for God Before Guns, “a multi-faith 

coalition of individuals and faith communities working to 

reduce gun injuries and deaths.” Her work has given her the  

opportunity to stand before politicians and argue against bills 

in Columbus and to witness to that work to the rest of us.    
 

     For more information about what Rev. Kris and other 

volunteers are doing for God Before Guns check out 

www.godbeforeguns.org on the internet.   

Volunteer Opportunities 2017 
 

     Disciples Volunteering assists and enhances Disciples 

serving community, especially through the servant missions 

and ministries of congregations. By focusing on supporting 

local mission interests, developing servant leaders, and send-

ing teams in mission, Disciples Volunteering is promoting a 

fundamental shift toward service and missions that are more 

sustainable, flexible, effective, and, ultimately, a better witness 

to our faith in action. To this end, Disciples Volunteering 

continues to Call, Connect, Equip, and Send Servants and the 

Church for Service with the Community. Disciples serving 

community move from volunteer to servant to neighbor to 

friend as we Get Dirty for Jesus together. 

 

     Where will you serve in 2017? No doubt there are 

countless ways to serve your community, through your 

church and community organizations. Have you considered 

traveling for a service / learning experience? Disciples Volun-

teering recommends a number of excellent opportunities to 

expand your faith in service with another community by mak-

ing a mission trip. Help is needed in places like Baton Rouge, 

LA, Rowlett, TX, and Roane County, WV, where communi-

ties are recovering from natural disasters. Challenging learn-

ing experiences are available through missions like Urban 

Spirit, Reach Beyond Mission, and the Society of St. Andrew.  

 

Here are the current projects 

 Disaster Response – flood clean-up in Baton Rouge, 

LA – May – August 2017 

 Disaster Response – tornado recovery in Rowlett, TX –

 now through August 2017 

 Disaster Response – flood recovery in Roane County, 

WV – now through November 2017 

 

More opportunities and information is available here: 

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/servants-needed/ 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.secondchancedisciples.org/
https://pastorkriscleve.blog/
http://www.godbeforeguns.org
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/sending-teams-in-mission/mission-stations/baton-rouge-la/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/sending-teams-in-mission/mission-stations/baton-rouge-la/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/sending-teams-in-mission/mission-stations/rowlett-tx/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/servants-needed/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/
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Congregation 

Produces Music Video  

for Roof Fundraiser 
  

  What’s a congregation to do 

when it needs $750,000 for a 

roof, parking lot, kitchen, and 

other interior renovations? 

While North Eaton Christian 

Church, in Eaton Township 

(Grafton), Ohio pursued the 

usual funding avenues (member pledges to the capital 

campaign, using all available assets in its general fund and 

obtaining a loan from Disciples Church Extension Fund), it 

also invited members to use their individual talents and 

imaginations to devise supplemental fundraising efforts. 
                 

     When Diana Tyler, a member of the church’s Capital 

Campaign Committee, wondered aloud to her daughter how 

the church would be able to raise all the needed funds, 

Stephanie replied, “You’re a songwriter—write a song!”  

(Tyler’s music has been part of two Disciples Women’s 

Quadrennial gatherings.)  The two hatched a plan to create a 

music video for a crowdfunding website, which they hope 

will resonate with those in and beyond the general 

community served by NECC.  
                 

     “Covered” is an intentionally camp-y, upbeat song and 

video that details the congregation’s 175-year history, 

touches on the church’s outreach to its rural neighborhood, 

surrounding cities and international community, and makes a 

case for the needed building repairs. 
                 

     The song was professionally recorded in one afternoon, 

utilizing members of the church’s choir.  The music video 

was filmed over three Sundays with the help of church 

members and representatives from some organizations 

which benefit from NECC’s outreach, including Boy and Cub 

Scouts and Cleveland Christian Home.  A second video—a 

more in-depth explanation of the project plan and financing 

need—was filmed using members of the Capital Campaign 

Committee.  Professional videography and editing services 

were donated, resulting in a cost-free project that helped 

excite and unify the congregation and community around the 

campaign.  
  

     The church serves as an election location, health clinic 

site and a meeting place for various civic organizations, 

including Scouting programs. The congregation serves a free, 

monthly community meal and supports a number of charities 

which aid children, youth and women. In addition, the 

congregation partners with two surrounding school systems 

in several of its programs.  It is a covenant partner with a 

local counseling center and is involved in an ecumenical 

program involving prison ministry. The congregation also 

supports Disciples ministries, special offerings and outreach 

causes such as Week of Compassion. 

 

Continued in the next column 

Ohio Disciple Family Goes Viral 

     This (above) picture and comment were making the rounds 

on the internet in the fall as people embraced the positive    

impact of love and family.  This picture gave many people hope 

for the future during a time when many were struggling with the 

divisions of our country. 
 

     Emily’s husband, Rev. Joel Engman, is the Lead Pastor at  

Harmony Springs Christian Church. 

"We've fostered three large sibling groups and had the privi-

lege of adopting our three boys on November 1st after 792 

days in foster care.  There is nothing you can buy that can give 

you joy and happiness, but these three brothers staying togeth-

er is priceless.  For anyone who is on the journey, please don’t 

give up.  The days are long, but the kids are so worth it”  Emily 

Roof Fundraiser continued 
 

     Some of the thank-you gifts for various donation levels are 

intentionally tongue-in-cheek. Having experienced two 

structure fires early in the church’s history, the church is 

offering a novelty matchbook for a $25 donation, as well as a 

hand-sized cross, fashioned from the soon-to-be-removed roof 

beams, for a $100 donation.  

                 

     Both videos are on the church’s CrowdRise fundraising page 

(www.crowdrise.com/north-eaton-christian-church); the 

promotional video is on the main page while the music video is 

on the “Fundraiser” link on the lower left of the screen 

(www.bit.ly/2fvAdka).  Both also can be seen on YouTube.  

  

     Those who created the video have said, “We don’t take 

ourselves too seriously...but we DO take seriously Christ's call 

to share God's love with others.  Laugh with us or at us, but 

please watch—and share—these videos.  If you’re moved to 

donate, we’ll appreciate contributions of any size.   Thank you!” 

http://www.crowdrise.com/north-eaton-christian-church
http://www.bit.ly/2fvAdka


Congo Ministry  
  

     At Regional Assembly we talked some about our growing 

relationship with the Congo, in particular the Boyeka District. 

Ohio Disciples Outreach is working on ways we can share  

ideas and support each other’s ministries as we serve the Lord 

in Ohio and in the Congo. 

  

     One of the exciting things we are hoping to do is fund the 

building of a chapel for the people of the Boyeka District.  Rev. 

Janice Burns-Watson and Rev. Dr. Edwards are working on 

creating a ministry team to develop this relationship and find 

out where God is calling us to respond. 

 

     For more information about the Congo Initiative, go to:  

http://www.globalministries.org/congo_initiative   

The Serenity Prayer  

God grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change; courage to change 
the things I can; and wisdom to know the 

difference. --Reinhold Niebuhr 

Marriage of two Congregations 
 

     In a day when many churches are looking for creative things 

to do to meet the growing ministry needs in communities and 

not overtax the members of a church, the idea of merging    

congregations gets bounced in many conversations.  Two     

congregations in Coshocton saw the opportunity to do just that 

and are experiencing a great relationship of faith together. 

  

     Rev. Philip Hunt who has been the pastor of Central    

Christian Church for more than 20 years has also lead the 

John’s UCC congregation for more than 2 years now as they 

strive to marry ministry together.  The congregations had done 

things in the past and Rev. Hunt had preached for the UCC  

congregation numerous times as a courtesy to previous pastors 

so the relationship made sense when the UCC church saw   

declining membership and waning finances. 

  

     While they do many things together including Sunday    

Worship they do hold distinct parts of life that are truly DOC 

or UCC.  They have taken many of the best parts of their    

congregations and are blending them in a ministry relationship 

that helps them serve in the Coshocton community as one living 

church. 

Shalom Center for Peace in Chile 
 

     More than 30 years ago a relationship was begun that has 

grown  deeper than the distance that divides us.  The Region 

of Ohio and the Shalom Center in Chile have  very close   

relationship.  It was during our own Camp Christian capital 

campaign that we gave money to build the Shalom Center.  

Affectionately referred to as Camp Christian in the Congo it is 

located on the edge of the rainforest.  

 

     The Shalom Center is a non-profit Foundation of the    

Pentecostal Church of Chile (IPC), a long-standing Global   

Ministries partner. Its lodge, cabins and restrooms are located 

among Chilean mountains, forests and waters in the rural 

7th region of Chile, about 90 minutes from the city of Talca.  

The beautiful setting near a national nature reserve, with   

native Chilean trees and animals, provides an environment 

conducive to the Shalom’s mission to create a safe space 

through learning for transformation to facilitate peace educa-

tion, environmental education and spiritual development in an 

integral way, and so strengthen the dignity and resilience of 

individuals and communities within the Pentecostal Church of 

Chile and society at the national and international levels.   

 

     This January will see another small group of people going 

led by Rev. Alan Dicken.  Rev. Dicken is hoping to share his 

experience with us here at home through Social Media.  This 

will be a great opportunity for us to be part of Rev. Dicken’s 

trip and send our greetings to our brothers and sisters in 

Chile. 

 

     For more information about the Shalom Center, go to : 
http://www.globalministries.org/shalom_center_and_campground  

Church Growth begins  
with ME! 

 
Who have  
I invited  

to church  
lately? 

 

 
Easter is a GREAT time to  

invite someone to church and 
possibly change their life, and 

yours, for the better! 
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Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your 

copy with an emailed copy, please 

send an email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don’t forget to include  

your name and the address. 

DID YOU KNOW ALL OF THE  FOLLOWING ARE  

AVAILABLE AT WWW. CCINOH.ORG? 
 

 Prayer Concerns Page where you can leave your prayer 

concerns and lift others in prayer 

 Spiritual Gifts Inventory 

 Information for renting Camp Christian for a Church or 

Personal Retreat 

 Highlighted Congregational Websites 

 Previous Webinars you might have missed 

 Advent and Lenten Devotionals written by Local Pastors 

and our Regional Pastors to guide you in Spiritual growth 

 Promotional and registration materials for all of the Camp 

Christian Summer Programs 

 Guide for a Pastoral Search Committees 

 Resources for Congregations and Ministers 

 Information on the different Ministries you can get  

engaged with! 

 Registration & Information on all events sponsored or 

hosted by Christian Church in Ohio and Camp Christian 
 

AND SO MUCH MORE! 
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Media Center Resources 
 

     Imagine if Jesus were your Sunday 

school teacher – how would he get 

his point across today? What Jesus 

would say wouldn’t change – just how 

he said it in order to make his point. 

People in Jesus’ time learned from seeing, and the world today 

is no different.  We retain more when presented with visually 

appealing materials. Engaging our senses and emotions during a 

Bible lesson results in us being more invested in the story being 

told; the material becomes more relevant to us.  Our teachers 

can benefit from utilizing video to supplement their classroom 

teaching.  

 

     The East Ohio Conference Media Center offers an exten-

sive collection of video resources to help tell you the Story. 

Our resources are appropriate for Sunday school classes, Bible 

study groups, men’s or women’s groups, youth or any other 

small group. We have many things to help in worship as well to 

serve as sermon illustrations, assist with music, scripture and to 

serve as transitions. We have many popular authors and Bible 

studies on hand allowing you to bring well known preachers 

and authors into your church to share the Gospel.  We also 

carry some video equipment including LCD projectors and 

screens for church use and even have two room-sized        

labyrinths available for loan. 

 

     Disciples of Christ Churches in Ohio may join the 

Media Center for a small membership fee of $55 yearly. 

There are no rental fees to members; the only additional cost is 

for return postage using Library Mail. The Media Center will 

ship the resources to your church more than a week before 

your scheduled date or you may pick them up if you are near-

by. You may reserve resources up to one year in advance   

allowing you to plan ahead for retreats and seasonal uses.  

 

     You can search our online catalog to see what we have, 

stop by the Media Center to browse our shelves if you are in 

the neighborhood or the Media Center Staff can help you find 

the right resource for your group by phone or by email.  

 

     Call Susan Arnold at (800) 831-3972, extension 139 or 

email sarnold@eocumc.com for more information. Our online 

catalog can be found at  http://www.rqmweb.com/search.asp?

q=eocumc  

Elders and Deacons Workshop 

March 3-4, 2017 

Co-sponsored with Lexington Theological Seminary 
 

Keynoter:  

Dr. Charisse Gillett 
 

     The Elders and Deacons Work-

shop offers church leaders intense 

training in these two vital lay      

ministries of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). 

 

Elders and Deacons can benefit 

from this event in many ways:  

 

 Learn from a Lexington Theological Seminary faculty 

member's lectures on Friday evening & Saturday morning. 

 Gain a deeper understanding of the work they do. 

 Hear Disciples scholars teach about these lay ministries. 

 Attend workshops to learn specific skills, such as how to 

visit in homes, how to strengthen the ministry of their 

pastors, how to deepen their personal spiritual lives, and 

how to talk about faith and the major issues of the mod-

ern world.   

 Share concerns with & learn from other Elders & Deacons 

 Fellowship with other Disciples. 
 

     Arrive a day early or stay Saturday night for your church's 

elders and deacons to meet together. Or just relax and enjoy 

Christmount! Groups staying for a mini-retreat may reserve a 

meeting space at no charge. 
 

     For more information call 828.669.8977 and/or visit 

www.christmount.org. 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
mailto:sarnold@eocumc.com
http://www.rqmweb.com/search.asp?q=eocumc
http://www.rqmweb.com/search.asp?q=eocumc
http://www.christmount.org/elderworkshop.html?utm_source=Elders%2FDeacons+Workshop+2017&utm_campaign=Elders%2FDeacons+2017&utm_medium=email


Camp Christian  

2017 Ministry Associates 

 

GREAT Work Experience! 

GREAT Faith Experience! 

AWESOME place to work! 

 
     We’re looking for college age persons to serve as Ministry 

Associates this summer at Camp Christian.   

 

     If you, or someone you know has a desire to learn new 

things, work well with others, serve in a hands on mission and 

have a love for all things Camp Christian we have the summer 

job for you! 

 

     See ccinoh.org for more information or contact  the 

Regional Church Office at ccio@ccinoh.org  or 614-433-0343. 

 

APPICATION DEADLINE IS JANUARY 27TH! Standing Rock 
 

     This past fall many were following the story of the pipeline 

battle at Standing Rock.  For some it was impossible to go, 

but we watched others make the trek and prayed for God’s 

wisdom for all people.  In the midst of the folks who gathered 

in support of the Native Americans were a group of chaplains.  

In the midst of the chaplains was Rev. Cindy Bowman, who 

used to be part of the Region of Ohio before moving to Ore-

gon.  On December 5, in the middle of blizzard conditions 

and after the announcement the Army Corps of Engineers 

was denied access, Rev. Bowman shared the following story 

on her Facebook page. 

 

     “This morning there was a ceremony of thanksgiving around 

the central camp fire. Women were invited to lead a march to the 

water to offer a gift. Men were asked to line the route down the 

hill on the way to the water to assist the women across the ice. 

Elder women were asked to go first. Everyone here considers me to 

be an elder - momma, auntie, grandma. The men, native and vet-

erans, gently and firmly moved us along from one hand to the next. 

At the river we were given tobacco to offer. Then we were assisted 

back up the hill. Some of us left the camp for a ceremony at the 

casino. It was held there as some native and veteran elders were 

unable to make it to camp. After moving Lakota speeches and 

prayers, veterans approached the council and apologized for the 

atrocities the military has committed against them. They knelt and 

asked for forgiveness. Members of the tribe offered prayers. They 

asked the veterans to stand and moved among them to offer for-

giveness and an individual blessing. There is no way that one brief 

apology and one veteran deployment can begin to speak to the 

enormity of what occupiers have done to indigenous peoples and 

their lands. For me, it was an amazing experience to witness both 

the kneeling down and the lifting up at both ceremonies today - the 

humility and the grace. The Lakota people are gracious hosts. Trib-

al leaders are asking those at the camp to go home. There will still 

be some events tomorrow although the weather is treacherous….”  

ADVANCE MINISTRIES 

SPRING RETREAT 
For anyone one year out of high school ages 19 - 29 

 

Mark your Calendar NOW 

April 21-23  ~  Camp Christian 

 

Watch ccinoh.org, Facebook, and 

Twitter for details. 
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Come join other Ministers 

for a few days (or one day) of  

Spiritual Growth    
 

Dr. Don Cozzens 
Writer-in-Residence and 

Adjunct Professor at John Carroll University 

 

This is a great opportunity to  

prepare yourself  for leading  

others through Lent  

and the blessings of Easter 

 

For more information, please visit 

www.ccinoh.org  

Coming Together in Unity 
 

     Over the summer of 2016 Rev. Don Jones approached 

Rev. Michael Doerr and asked to have lunch.  They knew each 

other from the Alliance of Churches they were part in the 

community, but hadn’t really taken the time to know each 

other as friends.  Rev. Jones is the pastor of an African 

American congregation and Rev. Doerr the pastor of a 

predominantly white DOC congregation in the Mt. Healthy 

community.  During that lunch the 2 men came to be friends 

and shared their stories of life and faith, and decided they 

wanted their congregations to witness to the community what 

God is doing in the area.  They set dates to preach in each 

other’s congregations and bring the congregations together in 

worship.  Both Sundays were beautiful and exciting.  But 

there’s more! 

 

     To witness to the community means bringing the 

community together.  So they did.  On November 20 they 

invited the community together to say thank you and offer 

prayers of thanksgiving.  Members of the police, the schools, 

local governments, neighbors, civic organizations, churches 

and others gathered.  In the midst of children dancing, 

beautiful singing and fellowship the community gave witness to 

being exactly that, a community. 

 

     Rev. Jones and Rev. Doerr aren’t done yet, but they know 

the ministry of reconciliation is a ministry of relationship 

building they are dedicated to living out with faith and love. 

 

STATE YOUTH CONVENTION 
At Camp Christian ~ For all 9th - 12th Graders 

APRIL 7 - 9, 2017 
More Details Coming Soon! 
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Trust in the LORD  

with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; 

in all your ways acknowledge God, 
and God will direct your paths.  

Proverbs 3, 5-6  

http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/spiritual-life.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/spiritual-life.aspx
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THANK YOU! 
 

For all of your prayers, financial gifts, volunteering gifts, and support  

to help keep OUR Regional Ministry alive and active.  
 

It takes all of us! 

We express our love to God by our ACTS.  
Think of the word "ACTS" when you pray: 
 

"A" stands for Adoration – of God 
"C" stands for Communication – with God 
"T" stands for Thanksgiving –  
        for God’s blessings 
"S" stands for Supplication –  
        for your needs and heart’s desires 
  

We express our love to God  

by our ACTS.   


