
 

May 4, 2017 

Dear Ohio Disciples, 

A look at the website of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Ohio shows an active, 

prayerful, mission-focused Disciples region. No surprise. The Ohio region has offered leadership 

and resources and vision to the whole church for generations. Even in this time of major 

leadership transition, your outreach continues, preparation for camp and conference is well 

underway, the men gather to work, and your staff and volunteers are stepping up to offer over-

and-above time and talent. You are blessed. 

Transitions are not easy – especially unexpected ones. The interruption of normal patterns 

disorients, the loss of relationships brings grief, trust needs rebuilding, anxiety rises.  All that 

you are doing – the listening events with Rev. Steve and Moderator Tom, the shared prayer 

from the Spiritual Life Committee, the deep look into finances and other administrative matters 

– will help you through the transition.  

So will remembering that the church is God’s church, Christ’s body. The church, even in its 

human brokenness, is meant to witness to the healing love of God in creation. Perhaps I should 

say, especially in its brokenness. II Corinthians 4 is constant comfort to me, when I feel “not 

enough.” Verse 1 says, “…since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do 

not lose heart.” Verse 7 says, “…we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear 

that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.” 

The church is God’s work in us as we keep our eyes on God’s call to a mission of love modeled 

on the ministry of Christ Jesus. In these days, the church in Ohio has a special place in my 

prayers as you seek healing and wholeness, as you strive to be faithful to God’s calling, as you 

keep your arms open to receive the new life that God promises in every situation. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and sweet communion of the Holy Spirit 

lift you up and lead you now and always. 

 

Sharon E. Watkins 
General Minister and President  
 


