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There is still time to register for and  

participate in many summer programs!! 

 Maumee Chi Rho 

Camp, July 14-20 – For 

Youth who have fin-

ished grades 6, 7, & 8 

@ Camp Christian 

 Lakeside CYF Confer-

ence, July 21-27 – For 

Youth who have fin-

ished grades 9, 10, 11, 

& 12 @ Camp Christian 

 Wilmington CYF Conference, July 28– August 3 – For 

Youth who have finished grades 9, 10, 11, & 12 @ Camp 

Christian 

 Miami Chi Rho Camp, August 4-10 – For Youth who have 

finished grades 6, 7, & 8 @ Camp Christian 

 Advance Ministries Summer Conference, August 11-18 – 

For Adults ages 19 to 29 (at least one year out of high 

school) @ Camp Christian.  Per day attendance is available 

for Advance Conference. 
  

Forms and registration for these and other Regional events can 

be found at  www.ccinoh.org.  

Can you imagine summer camp without 

swimming pools? 
By Camp Christian Superintendent Al Channell 
 

     Attention getter isn’t it? Camp Christian could’ve faced that 

very possibility this summer. 

     Both the deep and shallow pools needed extensive repairs 

to the floors prior to camp this summer. The expansion joint in 

the shallow pool had to be cut out and re-poured combined 

with chipping out cracked concrete and repairing with epoxy 

resin. The deep pool had to have several areas of spalled 

(flaking) concrete demolished and repaired with epoxy resin.  

We were definitely cutting it close to being ready for summer 

camping season but the pools are filled and the campers and 

counselors are getting to enjoy a cool dip in them. 

     I bring this to your attention because the cost for repairs 

exceeded $26k. Couple this with over $13k to replace a failed 

HVAC unit (heat pump & air handler) for the dining hall kitchen 

and you can see we have a bit of a problem on our hands. 

     Camp Christian is thought by many to be the crown jewel 

of the Christian Church in Ohio. It needs your support and 

money to operate. Please consider donating to the 1 in 1000 

CAMPaign. Information about this can be found at http://

www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/1-in-1000.aspx or by contacting 

the Regional Church Office.  Camp Christian still needs you! 

     Can you imagine summer camp without swimming pools? 
Leaders & Legends: 

A Study of Stone-

Campbell History & 

Beliefs 
     Lead your congregation 

to a deeper, richer under-

standing of their Stone-

Campbell roots with this 

new congregational re-

source from Disciples of 

Christ Historical Society. 

     This six-session study is 

an easy-to-use but comprehensive overview of the essential 

people, places and ideas that form the foundation of our heri-

tage and identity. 

     Perfect for Sunday School classes, Bible study or small 

groups, Leaders & Legends is a scripturally-based curriculum 

suitable for adults 18 and older. Each session includes questions 

that encourage lively discussion and reflection. 

     A one-time purchase of Leaders & Legends ($49.95) gives 

you unlimited access to  this 95-page PDF - to 

use electronically or in print. 

     For more information including how to purchase, please 

visit the store at www.discipleshistory.org.  

http://www.ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/1-in-1000.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/1-in-1000.aspx
https://discipleshistory.org/shop/leaders-legends?utm_content=ccio%40ccinoh.org&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Purchase%20now%20in%20our%20online%20Shop&utm_campaign=New%20resource%20for%20your%20congregationcontent


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

    He called the crowd with his disciples, 

and said to them, “If any want to be-

come my followers, let them deny them-

selves and take up their cross and follow 

me.” - Mark 8:34 
 

     Have you ever played the game 

“Follow the Leader”? When I was in 

elementary school, my friends and I 

used to play this game all the time. 

We would get together and take turns being the leader.  

     The way the game goes is that the leader would start doing 

something and everyone else would have to follow. The leader 

could walk, run, dance, sing, or do any activity or combination 

of activities the leader wanted to do, in any order. The rest of 

the players had to follow; doing whatever the leader did, ex-

actly the way the leader did it. Anyone who doesn’t follow the 

leader “exactly” is out of the game. 

     Oh, my friends hated it when it was my turn to be the 

leader. I would be climbing trees, jumping over a fence or a big 

puddle of muddy water, or do a back-flip. I would make it    

almost impossible to follow me as a leader. I would always win 

the game. 

     But, I learned later in life that it is the opposite behavior 

that makes a good leader. A good leader works to ensure the 

success of their followers; to keep them on track; to help the 

followers stay focused on the common mission and goal. The 

perfect example of this kind of leadership behavior is found in 

Mark 8:34. In this one verse, Jesus lists three things that are  

involved in becoming a good leader who follows Christ’s     

example. 
 

1. Deny Yourself. According to the American Heritage Dic-

tionary, “Self-denial” means “Sacrifice of one's own desires 

or interests”. As it relates to our faith, self-denial is one of 

the most significant spiritual practices.  It is saying “No” to 

yourself. However, you don't say "No" to yourself just to 

say "No". You say "No" to yourself in order to be able to 

say "Yes" to God. It is a matter of priority.  

2. Take up your Cross. The call to “Take Up Your Cross,” is 

a call to do something with what Christ has done for you. 

It's a call to mobilization.  It's a call to reach out. Taking up 

the cross is not just about “believing in Jesus.” Taking up 

the cross is also about “being like Jesus”, by taking respon-

sibility for ministries of love, compassion and justice. In 

other words, to be “not just hearers of the word but   

doers of the word.” 

3. Follow Jesus. Following Jesus will lead us to places we may 

not want to go. It will mean going beyond the four walls of 

the church buildings to places where people are hurting.  It 

is in those places that we will hear the cries of those who 

are helpless, hungry, and homeless and share the message 

through our presence that God loves them, God wants to 

save them, and God is waiting to bless them.  

 

Spiritual Insights continued in the next column 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     I recently read on a social media site the following quote 

about leadership: “Someone gave you a first opportunity to 

lead that changed your life. Return the favor, give somebody 

else their first opportunity to lead.” 

     That first opportunity may have been the solo you sang in 

the children’s choir or an invitation to help plan and then speak 

in that service. Maybe someone saw something in you that 

helped them begin to see you as a leader. 

     Leadership is the ability to move people, it is to have the 

ability to influence a situation and to name and share a vision in 

a way that helps others see too. To be a leader is to be able to 

gather people together for the benefit of each individual and 

the whole body. And as Stanley Hauerwas reminds us, leader-

ship authority gives us power. He says: 

     “Any community that cares about goods in common de-

pends on offices of power, so it would be false to understand 

power and authority negatively. In the Gospels Jesus is referred 

to as the Good Shepherd who cares for and tends to his flock. 

The image of power entails a form of servanthood – caring and 

tending – and it is the image most aptly associated with leader-

ship in the church.” 

     God has given each of us gifts to be used in the church of 

Jesus Christ and in the communities where we live, work, and 

play. We honor God by letting the gift of leadership we see in 

others emerge and by developing the gifts we see in ourselves. 

Join us For Grandparents Camp in the Fall 
Friday, October 25 at 7:00 PM  -  

Saturday October 26th at 6:00 PM 

     Grandparents Camp is a first camping experience for first 

and second grade children and their grandparent (or a special 

adult.) It is always a fun time for everybody at Camp Christian.  

We will have traditional camp activities like campfire, songs and 

morning prayer.  We will learn  the story of the Good Samari-

tan and the Lord’s prayer through story telling, drama, crafts 

and games. In addition there will be opportunities for fishing, 

additional crafts and games and free time together. 

     Camp begins Friday evening and ends after dinner on Satur-

day.  It is a wonderful time for grandparents to share their faith 

and their lives with their grandchildren.   

Spiritual Insights continued 

     Life takes on new meaning when lived with Jesus Christ.  

That’s why I love the praise song: 

I WANT TO BE A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST,  

I want to be one of His disciples.  

I want to walk in the newness of life, so let me be a  

  follower of Christ.  

What do I have to do? 

What do I have to say? 

How do I have to walk each and every day? 

Tell me what does it cost, just to carry the cross?  

So let me be a follower of Christ.  

Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me.” - Mark 8:34 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     Leadership Development is what Men’s Ministry is all about.  

Following up on the theme of the General Assembly “Teach us 

to Pray” the Ohio Disciples Men have chosen the theme: “Men 

at Prayer” for their fall retreat.  Rev. Dr. Rick Lowery will be 

sharing with us the many ways “Men at Prayer” can be a pow-

erful force in all manifestations of the church: local, regional, 

and general.  The Ohio Disciples Men’s Retreat will take place 

at Camp Christian Sept. 13-15, 2013.  Registration information 

will be online soon but please reserve the date now.  We invite 

all pastors to bring a group of men from their congregation as 

we pray together.  Women Clergy will have special accommo-

dations so  please bring your men as well.  Men who pray make 

better leaders, elders, and lay people in the congregation. 

     We do not stop there however.  We want men to have 

God’s Mission for others at their very heart.  We are working 

on a network of volunteers who are willing to help on building 

and repair projects through-out the Region and beyond.  We 

are partnering with Disciples Volunteering and others to make 

a difference in the lives of those in the communities we live.  If 

you are interested in being a part of the network, go to:  http://

www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?

PageNumber=1&SurveyID=3KK4530K2m41G 

     Our mission doesn’t just stop at the borders of the Regional 

Church.  Disciples Men of the whole denomination have a heart 

for young children and seeing to it they are fed.   Through the 

“Men Cookin’ for Mission” program, your men’s group can 

raise money to help feed hungry children in your local area and 

help feed children in our mission centers:  Kentucky Appala-

chian Ministries, Yakama Indian Center, Inman Christian Mis-

sion Center, and All People Center.  For further information go 

to:  https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-

ministries/welcome-to-disciples-men/cookin-for-mission/ 

     Men at Prayer! Men at Mission! Developing leaders for to-

day’s church.  Contact me to get a Disciples Men’s group going 

in your congregation. 

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don’t forget to include your name and the address. 

The Christian Church in Ohio 

Needs You! 
     We need you to help support the many minis-

tries that the Christian Church in Ohio provides.  

Ministries such as: 

Adult Conference ~ Advance Ministries ~ Anti-Racism/Pro  

Reconciliation ~ Camp Christian ~ Children’s Ministries ~  

Commission on Ministry ~ Congregational Transformation ~  

New Church ~ Ohio Disciples Men ~ Ohio Disciples Outreach ~ 

Ohio Women’s Ministry ~ Spiritual Life Ministries ~ and more!  
 

     The Regional Church Council is the backbone of the Region 

and helps to keep these many ministries functioning.  This is 

accomplished by working to fulfill our vision: 

 Strengthening Relationships and Building Networks 

 Leadership Development 

 Congregational Transformation and Evangelism  
 

     The Regional Church Council needs a diverse group of peo-

ple, both laity and ordained, who feel called to serve the Chris-

tian Church in Ohio for a period of two to six years.  The 

council meets twice a year at Camp Christian in the Spring and 

in the Fall to review our mission and budget.  In addition you 

would be called to serve on one of the following committees: 

 Membership Development 

 Personnel 

 Vision 

 Finance 
 

If you think this might be for you, then take following steps: 

 Go to the Region’s website – www.ccinoh.org 

 Review “Our Vision & Mission” under “About Us” 

 Click on “Regional Church Council” under “About Us” 

 Review “Job Description for Regional Council Member” 

 If you feel called to serve in this capacity, then continue on to 

complete the application. 

 Complete the “Spiritual Gift Inventory” to discover what your 

top five spiritual gifts are.   

 Complete and submit the “Regional Church Council Member 

Profile” 
 

     If you do not have Internet access, then please contact 

Steve Bentley for the needed materials. 

Christian Church in Ohio  

355 East Campus View Blvd. Suite 110 

Columbus, Ohio 43235-5616  

Phone:  (614) 433-0343 

     Your profile needs to be entered as soon as possible.  The 

membership development committee will make the nomination 

decisions for the new class of members who will be elected in 

the Fall of 2013. 

New Wineskins Sunday, October 20 
     Celebrate the new possibilities of introducing people to 

Jesus.  We are inviting all the Disciple churches in Ohio to lift 

up the New Wineskins Campaign on Sunday, Oct. 20.  It is a 

time to share the story of 5 new churches in Ohio with your 

congregation during worship.  A worship resource packet will 

be available at www.ccinoh.org which will contain:  a poster 

explaining the New Wineskins Campaign; worship litanies; 

scripture suggestions and sermon ideas; children’s messages; 

and more wonderful tools to help tell the story of how we are 

reaching new people in the name of Jesus. 

     If your church has not collected a special offering for the 

New Wineskins Campaign, it would be an excellent time share 

in this very important ministry.  If your church has already col-

lected an offering for the New Wineskins Campaign, it would 

be a great time to celebrate with other congregations the gift of 

what we are doing together to make new disciples for Christ. 

Blessings to all of you, Rev. Morgan Wickizer  

Chair of the New Church Team morgan@saintandrewdoc.org 

http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=3KK4530K2m41G
http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=3KK4530K2m41G
http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=3KK4530K2m41G
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/welcome-to-disciples-men/cookin-for-mission/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/welcome-to-disciples-men/cookin-for-mission/
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:morgan@saintandrewdoc.org


Page 4 The Buckeye Disciple 

Regional Calendar                     July - Oct 2013 
 

July 
4 Fourth of July, RCO Closed 

*7-13 Portahoga Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

9 RCO Staff Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*13-17 General Assembly in Orlando, FL 

*14-20 Maumee Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

*21-27 Lakeside CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

23 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 1:00pm 

24 Finance Team Conference Call @ 1:30pm 

*28-3 Wilmington CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 
 

August 
*4-10 Miami Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

9 New Church Team Meeting @ RCO 10am – 12:30pm 

*11-18 Advance Ministries Summer Conference 

22 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 2:00pm 

27 RCO Staff Meeting 

28 ODO Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 3:00pm 

30-1 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

September 
1 Deadline for Oct - Dec Buckeye Disciple 

2 Labor Day, RCO Closed 

*6-8 Ohio Women’s Ministries Fall Retreat @ Camp 

7 Commission on Ministry Team 2 Meeting @  

  New Horizons C.C., Akron 9:00am – 3:00pm 

13 New Church Team Meeting @ RCO 10am – 12:30pm 

13-15 Ohio Disciple Men’s Fall Retreat @ Camp Christian 

16 Interim Ministers Working Group @ RCO 10am-2pm 

17 RCO Staff Meeting 

21 Youth Commission Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

24 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 2pm 

25 ODO Conference Call @ 10:00am 

25 Finance Team Meeting @ RCO 11:00am – 2:00pm 

26 Commission on Ministry Team 1 @  

  Northwest C.C., Columbus 9:30am – 4:00pm 

28 Chi Rho Commission Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

*28 ODO Stewardship Workshop @  

  Anderson Hills Christian Church, Cincinnati 
 

October 
1 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

*2-3 DOC/UCC Partnership Standing Training @ Camp 

12 Congregational Transformational Event TBA 

14 Fall Workshop for Ministers TBA 

15 RCO Staff Meeting 

15 Coaching Webinar @ 2:00pm 

16 Anti Racism Training @ Camp Christian 9am – 5pm 

17 Ethical Boundaries Training @ Camp 9am – 5pm 

19 New Church Team Meeting in Cleveland 

22 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 1:00pm 

23 ODO Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 3:00pm 

24 Commission on Ministry Team 3 @ RCO 9:30am 

*25-26 Grandparents Camp @ Camp Christian 

25-26 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

28-1 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Reconciliation Offering 
     “Love Takes Courage” is the theme for the Reconciliation 

Offering, one of six special offerings received by the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). The theme for the offering     

reminds us of the courageous people who because of their love 

of country, or church, or humanity, found the courage to advo-

cate for the rights of all people to be free from racial discrimi-

nation. “Love Takes Courage” also reminds us of the inclusive 

love of Jesus who invited all who would do so to respond to his 

invitation to join the beloved community with him. 

     Usually collected on the last Sunday in September and the 

first Sunday in October, also World Communion Sunday, the 

offering is used to help the church combat racism in North 

America. September 29 and October 6 are the dates for the 

offering. Of course offerings to Reconciliation can be received 

any time. 

     More information about how you and your congregation 

can participate in the Reconciliation Offering will be available 

following the July 13-17 General Assembly of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Labor Day Weekend ~ Aug 30th - Sept 1st 

    Judith Finley from Dayton will be our featured keynote 

speaker. Judith will be bringing Bible stories to life in her story 

telling. She dresses in costume and becomes the characters of 

the stories.  Come and enjoy listening to Judith and meeting old 

and new friends for a great weekend at Camp Christian. Our   

retreat is open to young and old of all ages, singles, couples and 

families.  Registration starts at 8:30 on Friday night.  

     Information will be available on the CCIO website, or    

contact Bev Sajna at sajhome81@yahoo.com or 440-590-2488.  

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:sajhome81@yahoo.com
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Top Picture L-R: LaTaunya Bynum, Leslie Taylor 

Pictured above L-R   

1st row: Josh Bane, Jacob Bane, Jennie Stoddart, Brittany Stricklen 

2nd Row: Julian Curet, James Bane, Dave Hillyard 

D.I.R.T. 
     If you were at the Capital City Half Marathon in May, you 

would have seen a number of runners striding past wearing 

bright green shirts with a chalice on the front. The chalice 

forms part of the logo of the Disciples International Racing 

Team (aka D.I.R.T.).  

     According to Rev. Jim 

Bane, D.I.R.T. was created 

a few years ago as an ex-

tension of the New Hori-

zons Christian Church’s 

Faith and Fitness initiative. 

Bane is pastor of New Ho-

rizons, and his church hosts 

an annual 5K walk and run 

and has emphasized the 

intersection of spiritual and 

physical health with other 

programs as well. 

     A number of people such as Nicole and Julian Curet and 

Stephanie Pence assisted Bane in helping make D.I.R.T. a reality. 

At its essence, D.I.R.T. is a community dedicated to encourag-

ing one another to be healthier people especially through run-

ning and walking. Anyone can join D.I.R.T. There are no mem-

bership fees, monthly meetings, or mailings. Communication is 

mainly through the D.I.R.T. Facebook group where people 

share pictures and recent accomplishments. D.I.R.T. does not 

sponsor its own races, but its members have run in races in 

states such as California, South Carolina, Michigan, Illinois, Ken-

tucky, and Virginia.  

On the value of running, D.I.R.T. members say: 

     “I’ve never felt better in my life than I do now that I take care of 

myself, mentally and physically. I love facing the challenges I’ve given 

myself.”  

Kacie Graham, Central Christian Church, Lima 

Text continued in the next column 

D.I.R.T. continued 

     “I have learned that if I can train and successfully run a half 

marathon, I can do anything I put my mind to.”  

Marnie Schultz, Karl Road Christian Church, Columbus 

     “I have learned that it isn’t about achieving a goal. It is about 

sharing the goal with others.”  

Rev. Audrey Connor, First Christian Church, Lynchburg, VA 

     “There are no strangers during a race. People on the sidelines 

and people with whom you are walking are encouraging.”  

Rev. Dr. Leslie Taylor, New Song Community, Columbus 

 

On the value of D.I.R.T.,  members say: 

     “Never have my body and mind 

worked so closely to achieve the goals I 

have set before them. D.I.R.T. has 

helped me commit to these goals and 

realize greater potentials within myself.”  

Julian Curet, New Horizons     

Christian Church, Akron 

     “D.I.R.T. is what got me started with 

running last year. I would never have 

been able to run as many 5K’s as I did, 

or run my first-ever half marathon this 

year, without the support of D.I.R.T. It’s 

been incredible to have the support of 

my friends in Christ, and equally reward-

ing to cheer them on as they complete 

their goals.”  

Holly Sajna, Westlake Christian Church, Westlake 

     “I had no desire in the past to run for fun. These words didn’t go 

together! Until for some crazy reason this group encouraged me to 

live a healthier lifestyle and I signed up for my first 5K on New 

Year’s Eve 2012. And although cold, it was a blast. It’s great to have 

a group that comes together and encourages each other in their 

races, in relationships with each other, and our relationship with God. 

Go D.I.R.T.!”  

Clint Messner, First Christian Church, Wadsworth 
 

For more information, join us on Facebook:  

D.I.R.T. (Disciples International Racing Team) 
 

Pictured above: Stephanie Pence 

Ohio Women’s 

Ministries 

2013 Fall Retreat 

Keynote Speaker:  

Rev. Amy Gopp 

Director of  

Week of Compassion 

September 6-8 

Camp Christian 

Registration available now!! 

Deadline August 23, 2013 

www.ccinoh.org   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/231761500266788/
http://www.ccinoh.org
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Gender Road Christian Church’s 

Academy of Religious Studies recommends: 

Dr. John Savage 
     “The impact of Dr. Savages 

work has been felt around the 

world.  His insights into human 

emotions, communications, NLP 

(Neuro-Linguistic Programming) 

and the healing of deep wounds of 

early childhood are incredible!” 

Dr. Paul Hegstrom 

     Some of the lectures of 

GRCC’s own Dr. John “Tim”   

Savage are now available on DVD 

through Life Skills International.  

Tim teaches church and individuals 

to understand subjects like Manag-

ing Change and Transition, The 

Leadership Style of Jesus, and The Anxiety/Anger Complex, to 

name a few.   You can view clips and order DVD’s at http://

www.lifeskillsintl.org/Store/JohnSavage.html.  

Creating a Culture of Generosity Workshop 
     If your church has all the money it needs to carry out its 

ministry and fulfill its mission, you don’t need to participate.  If 

you are continually over subscribing your budget and having to 

find new ways to spend all of the money your congregation 

receives, don’t come.  If, however, you are looking for a new 

conversation about stewardship and how to encourage and 

develop a culture of generosity in your congregation, you will 

benefit from this experience.   Participants will engage in under-

standing stewardship as a spiritual discipline and how to under-

stand the rich and broad concepts that stretch beyond just 

money and finances.  You will leave the event knowing how to 

increase the results of your next annual campaign and how to 

build trust within your community of faith around financial is-

sues.  Come and discover how to live an abundant life and cele-

brate with gratitude the generosity of our Creator.  Ministers, 

lay leaders, financial officers, stewardship team members, and all 

interested are welcome. 

Here are the details: 

 Saturday September 28, 2013 

 Hosted by Anderson Hills Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) 8119 Clough Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 

 Registration will begin around 9:00am session will begin at 

9:30am and will end around 2:30 pm 

 Cost is $20.00 per participant and the registration deadline 

is September 1st ($25 after the 1st) 

 Fees cover continental breakfast, lunch, and materials 

 Child care will be available for children up to age 10 

 Children’s lunches are available for $5.00 each 

 Registration form and online registration are available at 

www.ccinoh.org.    
 

For questions people may contact Rev. Liz DeWeese at  

Anderson Hills Christian Church (513)474-2237. 

Ghent Christian Church 
     Installation of Rev Dr Jae Young Rhee took place March, 10, 

2013 at Ghent Christian Church.  Rev Rhee is the Bi Lingual 

pastor of the Korean/English 175 year old congregation started 

by Evangelist William Hayden.  Pictured in the Installation are 

Rev Dr JaeYoung Rhee, Rev Dr William Edwards, Ohio Re-

gional Pastor, Rev Jin Suk Chun, President of NAPAD, Rev Lin 

Barnett, District 3 Elder, and the Elders of Ghent Christian 

Church.  Rev Rhee  and his wife Sarah comes to Ghent from 

McMasters Community Church (DOC) Hamilton , Ontario, 

Canada.  Rev RHee worked for the Board of Church Extension. 

Seminary board soon  

to name new home 
     With the sale of the Lexington     

Theological Seminary campus at 631 S. 

Limestone to the University of Kentucky 

finalized today, the LTS Board of Trustees 

expects to name a new home for the 

Seminary in July. 

     The sale of the 63-year-old campus to 

neighboring UK was finalized today, and the Board narrowed 

down the Seminary’s next home to a handful of sites in Lexing-

ton. The Board is actively considering which site will best meet 

the mission and long-term goals of the Seminary, which has 

been undergoing an exciting transformation in how and where 

students are shaped for ministry and no longer needs residen-

tial space for students. 

     “We believe this is the next step in the transformation of 

the Seminary’s work and ministry,” said LTS President Charisse 

L. Gillett. 

     The purchase price of the S. Limestone campus was $13.5 

million. The sale and stewardship of these resources “will pro-

vide for a sustainable business plan for the long-term future of 

the Seminary,” said LTS Board chairman Gary Kidwell. 

     The Seminary will relocate its administration offices by De-

cember. On-campus classes will move to the new facility after 

January 2014. The library will be relocated by August 2014. 

     Founded in 1865, LTS is the oldest seminary affiliated with 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and has been a part 

of the Lexington community since its early days at Bacon Col-

lege. The Seminary moved to the current campus on Limestone 

in 1950. At the time, LTS was a residential Seminary. 

     Updates about the move will be available at 

www.lextheo.edu/transformation. 

http://www.lifeskillsintl.org/Store/JohnSavage.html
http://www.lifeskillsintl.org/Store/JohnSavage.html
http://www.ccinoh.org
http://www.lextheo.edu/2013/06/sale-of-campus-completed/www.lextheo.edu/transformation


Deadline for entries into the Oct - Dec 2013 issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

September 1, 2013 

Submitting via email is preferred jstoddart@ccinoh.org  

Association of Disciple Musicians 

2013 National Annual Conference 

Exploring the line between church and culture 
 

July 24-29, 2013 

First Wayne Street UMC | Fort Wayne IN 
 

     Don't miss the 2013 ADM Confer-

ence. Daily worship, fun & interactive 

workshops, fantastic clinicians. 
 

Conference Workshops Include: 

Minister/Musician Relationships, Traditional  & Emerging Wor-

ship, Writing/Arranging/Publishing, Childhood Faith Develop-

ment, Handbell Techniques, Organ Techniques, Praise Band 

Basics, Crafting for Worship, Choral Techniques, Building Chil-

dren’s Choirs, God in Popular Culture, Technology in Worship 
 

More information about the Conference and about the        

Association of Disciple Musicians can be found at  

www.adm-doc.org. 

Your Church Building  

A Blessing or a Problem? 
     How many of us have either served or attended a church 

where the building has been the focal point of ministry for dec-

ades or even a century?  As time has passed, these buildings 

have grown older, needed frequent upkeep and repair, and the 

cost of utilities has skyrocketed.  Church membership may have 

declined and many of the resources once utilized for ministry 

are now directed to building maintenance.  Paralysis of ministry 

becomes a significant issue. 

     This will be the focus of a one-day workshop at the      

Westerville Community United Church of Christ on Monday, 

October 14 from 9:30 to 3:45p.m.  This workshop is being of-

fered by the Interim Minister’s Working Group and is open to 

all ministers serving in Disciples or UCC congregations.  One 

of the key questions that will be explored is:  Is your church 

building holding you back or enhancing your ministry. 

     The Reverend Sharon Kiesel is the workshop leader and has 

had experience with congregations that have had to sell their 

buildings or to relocate to a more desirable area of the com-

munity.  Some of the issues that will be examined include:  How 

did we get into this building predicament in the first place?   

What are spiritual issues and attitudes that paralyze churches 

dealing with building issues?  Discovering God’s purpose for 

your church.   Faithful discernment along with decision-making 

in exploring all of God’s options.  Lessons learned from the sale 

of a church building and finding hope in the midst of it all. 

     Set this date aside and plan to join your friends and        

colleagues.  Additional information will be available on the 

Christian Church in Ohio website. 

 

Is your congregation  

or district doing   

something amazing?  

Tell us about it!!  

ccio@ccinoh.org 

Page 7 Volume 22, Number 3  

Storehouse of Blessings 

     First Christian Church in Massillon has a unique ministry. 

Called the Storehouse of Blessings, it began 7 years ago as a 

resource of furniture, appliances, and household items for peo-

ple who are starting over after domestic violence, divorce, or 

losing everything in a house fire. Those who are in transition, 

are assessed by a social worker at a local social service agency 

such as the Salvation Army, Domestic Violence Program, Preg-

nancy Support, and the Red Cross. An inventory of potentially 

available items is sent weekly to these social workers to assist 

people in identifying their need. "Clients" are given a referral 

sheet which is "active" for 30 days. Contact is made with the 

Storehouse of Blessings and those who need assistance come 

to the church building to select what they need. They provide 

their own transportation and "muscle" to load and move the 

furniture to their new home. The church and the community at 

large are encouraged to donate good used furniture and appli-

ances to the Storehouse. These items are picked up and 

brought to the church by "two men and a pick up truck". Minor 

repairs and cleaning are provided and the furniture is made 

available. 

     The coordinator of the Storehouse of Blessings is Dr.    

Darrell Filler who calls upon members in the church for help in 

bringing the items to the church and cleaning them. Agree-

ments have been struck with the Mattress Warehouse and 

Home Appliance stores that fliers are given to customers who 

are purchasing new items and have used appliances in good 

shape to donate. Each month, there is nearly a complete turn-

over of inventory. 

mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org
http://www.adm-doc.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org


Transforming lives through  

Christian wisdom, love and service 
     Are your recent High School graduates headed to Kent 

State? Did you know that there is a DOC sponsored campus 

ministry at KSU? 

     United Christian Ministries is an ecumenical, Disciples  

sponsored campus ministry open to all KSU students interested 

in Bible Study, service projects, fellowship groups and mission 

opportunities. On campus since 1937, UCM has a time-

honored reputation among students, faculty and staff. UCM 

values women as equal to men, and seeks to be active in issues 

of social justice, peace and reconciliation. UCM cooperates 

with world faith traditions in educational programs to promote 

understanding and awareness. UCM is a SAFE ZONE, where all 

students are accepted and respected. 

     We believe in the God of love, who loves all, forgives all, 

and saves all persons through Jesus Christ! We are a non-

judgmental, non-harassing, open and accepting campus ministry. 

We welcome ALL students who are interested in the programs 

we offer. Rev. Lauren Odell-Scott is an ordained DOC minister 

serving as the Director of UCM, along with Associate Minister 

Jodi Stillisano (recently Commissioned by the Ohio Region.) 

These dedicated staff would love to welcome your students to 

KSU! Just send us their contact information, or have your KSU 

students look us up at www.myucm.org. You might even recog-

nize some of our current UCM students from Camp Christian! 
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Green Chalice Congregation 
     On March 19th Heights Christian Church in 

Shaker Heights became the first Disciples of 

Christ congregation in Ohio to meet the    

criteria to be named as a Green Chalice    

Congregation.  HCC's Creation Care team has  

instituted several environmentally friendly prac-

tices in our church.  At the January board 

meeting the Trustees voted to accept the Dis-

ciples Green Chalice Alverna Covenant.  New 

"Green" changes and adopting the Alverna Covenant are all a 

part of making the official commitment to being a Green    

Chalice Congregation. 

     For more information about the Green Chalice ministry, go 

to www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/

environment/.  

Online tool offers new opportunity  

for youth to connect 
 

     For those who live in the world of screens, cameras and 

keyboards it is not much of a leap to consider forming a com-

munity online. Right now an experiment in building an online 

youth group is in progress. According to Rev. Bill Spangler-

Dunning, regional minister in the Upper Midwest, the idea   

developed out of the need of some congregations who do not 

have youth volunteers but would like to offer something for 

their youth. 

     “Sometimes there are only one or two junior high or high 

school youth in the church and if we don’t offer something then 

our youth and their parents seem to just drift away,” he said. 

The group nPartnership.org (Youth Ministers Risking Another 

Way for the Whole Church) recruited Rev Anne Ross Bruce, 

Glasgow, Ky. to serve as the lead youth minister in this new 

project. Bruce has attended another of the nPartnership pro-

jects called the Disciples Youth Ministry Network retreats and 

comes to the project with a strong commitment for finding 

new ways to be church. 

     The plan for the Virtual Youth Group will be to offer 

weekly online (full video) youth group times for three months 

and see where it goes. There is no cost but will be limited to 

14 youth from across the US and Canada. Participants will need 

a webcam, high speed internet, a computer and permission 

from parents.  
 

If the project takes off nPartnership planners imagine that: 
 

1. Churches that have no resources for a youth group will 

have an option for their youth. 

2. Youth will experience the diversity of our church and be 

enriched for that experience. 

3. The youth will want to get together live in the life of the 

church. This could be at the General Assembly in Orlando 

or meet for a mission trip somewhere. 

4. We will be able to bring church leaders from across the 

world to journey alongside these youth by inviting these 

leaders in the same video room. 

5. This ministry could be replicated and could benefit those 

congregations who presently can only call a youth minister 

three-quarter time as they can now rent out the other 

quarter time to churches participating in these projects. 

6. Youth who participate in this particular Journey of Faith 

together will invigorate the whole church as they find ways 

to share their leadership with the whole church. 

 

Save the Date! 

Men’s Fall Retreat 

Camp Christian 

September 13 – 15 

Special Guest Speaker: 

Dr. Rick Lowery 
Registration Coming Soon!! 

http://www.myucm.org
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/environment/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/environment/
http://www.npartnership.org/


Ohio Disciple brothers create  

Christian Musical Theater piece 
     Many Ohio Disciples may know Scott and David Cain 

through their juggling antics.  The twins grew up at First Chris-

tian Church – Middletown, and performed their award-winning 

juggling routines at Chi Rho and CYF camps in the 1980s.   

Now, 43 years old, the pair have expanded their talents and are 

the creators of a new Broadway-style Christian musical titled 

To The Rescue. 

     The show debuted in Cincinnati back in 2008 and, after sev-

eral revisions to improve the piece, has been performed across 

the country, from Florida to Minnesota to California, and sev-

eral spots in between.  The 100-minute show features an origi-

nal story, 18 brand new songs, and Christian messages intended 

to encourage believers to live out their faith to the fullest, and 

to motivate non-believers to seek the salvation found in Jesus. 

     Scott Cain is now a member of Mt. Healthy Christian 

Church in Cincinnati, and describes the appeal of the show.  

“To The Rescue can be performed with as small of a cast as 12, 

or as many as it 48, which is how many a community Christian 

drama group did in the summer of 2011”, he said.   “The show 

takes place in modern times, so it speaks to the issues and peo-

ple of today”.   Scott knows a few things about musicals, having 

been a theater critic for the last 12 years for Talkin’ Broadway, 

a website based in New York City.   His brother David has a 

full-time Christian juggling ministry as the Juggler for Jesus, but 

has also been a composer since his teenage years. 

     The musical features a story by Scott, music by David, and 

lyrics by both.   Scott states “The show’s been done by 

churches just seeking to do something fresh and modern, as 

well as by established faith-based theater groups wanting to do 

something other than Godspell, Children of Eden, and Joseph and 

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”    Another positive for the 

show is flexibility in design, in that the show can be done with 

only minimal sets and lighting, or done with elaborate ones if 

desired. 

     The show has its own website, www.christianmusical.net, 

which allows churches to view the script and hear samples of 

the songs.  The Cain brothers hope that someone will produce 

and put on the show here in Ohio again in the near future. 

Luévano to receive HELM award 
     Higher Education and Leadership 

Ministries of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) has named Dr. 

Rafael Luévano, Associate Professor of 

Religious Studies at Chapman University, 

as recipient of the 2013 T.A. Abbott 

Award for Faculty Excellence. 

     HELM President Dennis Landon will 

present the award on March 15, 2014 

on the Chapman University campus in 

Orange, California. 

     A member of the Chapman faculty 

since 2000, Dr. Luévano also serves as Roman Catholic Chap-

lain to the Chapman campus.  Previously he was Ecumenical 

and Interreligious Affairs Officer for the Diocese of Orange and 

Rector of Saint John’s Seminary College.  His most recent book 

is Woman-Killing in Juárez:Theodicy on the Border (Orbis Books). 

His colleagues and students affirm him as a teacher, scholar, 

and chaplain who inspires young people to pursue excellence in 

their lives in a context of faith and love for humanity. 

     The T.A. Abbott Award, presented now for the 30thconse-

cutive year, was established through a gift to HELM from the 

descendants of the Reverend T. A. Abbott, an administrator 

and faculty member at Culver-Stockton College who died in 

1914. Nominees must be full-time teaching faculty at Disciples-

related institutions of higher education and be nominated by 

the institution’s chief academic officer. Criteria for selection 

include quality of teaching, personal example and commitment 

to the integration of Christian faith and learning. 

     Luévano is the second Chapman faculty member to receive 

the award; Dr. Ronald Farmer received it in 2008. 

     Luévano will receive an engraved plaque and a cash gift of 

$1,000, the latter to be used for expanding his personal library, 

developing new courses or continuing his education or re-

search. 

Cleveland Christian 

Home's Administrative & 

Community-Based  

Offices Relocated 
 

On May 30th CCH relocated:  
 

 Cleveland Christian Home’s Administrative Offices 

 Cleveland Christian Home’s Community-Based Programs  

    -School-Based Services 

    -Family Services 

    -System of Care  

 Community Care Network 

(From Scranton Road to) 
 

1400 West 25th Street, 2nd Floor 

Cleveland, OH 44113 
 

All other CCH locations will remain the same, as will phone and  

e-mail contact information for all staff. 
 

For more information on the move, please call 216-671-0977. 
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Photo Credit: Ed Allie 

http://www.christianmusical.net
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Youth Scholarship Fund Event 
     On June 1st the Eighth Annual Youth Scholarship Golf Out-

ing and Dinner program took place.  Once again the event was 

held at the beautiful Scioto Reserve Golf and Athletic Club in 

Powell.  48 golfers took to the beautifully manicured fairways 

and greens to play golf to raise more than $6,000 for the Youth 

Scholarship Fund. 

     Since the first Golf Outing in 2005, nearly 350 scholarships 

have been granted through the Youth Scholarship Fund. Over 

these past few years the fund has distributed more than the 

$50,000 in scholarships awarded. It’s a great benefit to have a 

source of funding solely dedicated to the financial assistance of 

those who wish to attend Youth Programs.  Our goal is to en-

sure that no child is prevented from attending these life chang-

ing programs due to financial need. 

     It was a marvelous Golf Outing for a wonderful cause. If you 

missed the Outing this year you can plan to play, attend the 

dinner, or make a contribution next year and add to the 

strength of the Youth Scholarship Fund.  This event is the larg-

est fundraiser every year for the Fund and there are so many 

ways for everyone (especially non-golfers) to help out with this 

event.  Please prayerfully start thinking of ways you and/or your 

congregation (or business) can participate or contribute to this 

event next year.  *Be sure to SAVE THE DATE, May 31, 

2014.* 

Continued in the next column 

Youth Scholarship Fund Event continued 

 

     Also, it has been brought to our attention that since every-

one’s calendars fill up quick, perhaps some localized golf outings 

would be helpful for people who cannot make it to this specific 

event.  If you or someone you know would be interested in 

HOSTING a golf outing, please let us know, and we can discuss 

promotion and other logistics. 

     If you have any questions or want to contribute in any way, 

please contact Jennie Stoddart at jstoddart@ccinoh.org or at 

the Regional Church Office 614-433-034 ext 6. 

*We apologize for the  

lateness of this issue of  

The Buckeye Disciple.* 

mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org

