IF NOT NOW, WHEN
IF NOT YOU, WHO

CAMPAIGN DEVOTIONS

1. Scripture: Isaiah 6:8 — Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying” Whom shall |

send? And who will go for us?” and | said Here | am Lord, send me.

Throughout my life | witnessed my parents giving both time and money generously to
church, community and family. When | asked my father why he was so generous, He said
“because | can, when many others can’t”. My parents were extremely sensitive to the needs
of others and willing to stretch their lives and resources to make a difference in the lives of
others. They established a budget that included a line item for church giving and another
for other charitable giving. When my parents retired, they sat my siblings and | down to tell
us that they planned to change their lifestyle somewhat in response to a change inincome.
They hoped that we could accept that they were going to become more fugal in their
spending by shopping at second-hand stores as often as possible, eating out on a limited
basis, driving their cars longer, and traveling using a small pop-up camper, which over the
next 20 years they managed to use in the 48 contiguous states. When we inquired why they
felt they needed to make such a drastic change in their spending they said, “Because we
feel called to continue our charitable giving at pre-retirement levels, and with less overall
income we have to make a change somewhere”. They answered God’s call.

As we begin the If Not Now, When...If Not You, Who? campaign we hope that you will
prayerfully consider how you will respond to the call to help Camp Christian, the Ohio
region, Cleveland Christian Home, Hiram Farm and Overseas Ministries. We’re not asking
you to make the life changes that my parents did, but we do hope you will find some change
in your budget that you can give over the next 36 months.

Prayer: Generous God, thank you for the blessings in my life. Help me to trust in my ability
to be a blessing to others. Further help me to see the possibilities available to act within the
blessings you provide. In Jesus’ name, Amen



2. Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:18 - Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds
and to be generous and willing to share.

There are a variety of phrases to indicate that it takes a number of people to accomplish
worthwhile tasks. Think of “It takes a village” or “many hands make work light”. As we take
on the work to raise funding for the If Not Now, When...If Not You, Who? campaign, we are
notin need of a few people who would give us a very large sum of money (although if there
re a few of you out there we could wrap this up!) but rather many people each of whom can
do what the scripture suggests—do good, be generous and willing to share.

Prayer: Loving God, Thank you for the blessings of my life. Make me aware of the effect my

blessings can have on others when | share and turn my generosity into added blessings. In
Christ’s name, Amen



3. Scripture: Luke 6:38 — The measure of giving: Give and it will be given to you

Sir Winston Churchill said we make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we
give.

In today’s society it seems that people are largely looking to get more—more money, more
things, more likes. Time is spent in pursuit of stuff and attention. If you have ever found
yourself in a pursuit like this, did you ever get to the point where you had enough? Or did
you find yourself hesitant to part with what you had for fear of not reaching your goals. Luke
suggests that giving will result in receiving. Perhaps a better approach to having what you
need might be to adopt an attitude of giving. Enough is a product of attitude more than
quantity. When we give to worthy causes, we receive a bounty of good feelings which leads
to an attitude of satisfaction—a quality of “enough”. Perhaps how well we live is largely
determined not by how much we get from life but by how much we can give.

Prayer: Holy God, Help me to give more than | take. Let my giving be a blessing to the
receiver of my gift, to me and to you. In gratitude, Amen



4. Scripture: Luke 12: 15-21 - "*And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.” " Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 7 And he thought to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no place to
store my crops?’ "8 Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. " And | will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.’2° But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’?' So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

| was raised by parents who lived through the great depression. In addition, my father was a
POW for 22 months in a German prison camp during WWII. They were thrify to an extreme.
As aresult | am a saver, and steward of resources. | use only small amounts of shampoo,
soap, toothpaste—just enough to get the job done, and use the product down to the last
drop. | recycle, | keep things that | think can be used for another purpose, and | shop for
second hand goods as often as possible (another thing | learned from my parents). At times
in my faith formation, | have questioned whether my saving behavior verges on a sin of
hoarding or saving up for my benefit rather than for the benefit of God’s purposes. The
scripture from Luke cautions us against storing up treasures for our use without also being
rich toward God. As | look at my own participation in the If Not Now, When...If Not You (me!)
Who campaign, | have had to pray fervently and trust God to my best ability. It helps that my
life has been enriched by Camp Christian and that | have seen the blessings that recipients
have received from the outreach partners in the campaign. | encourage you to join me in
fervent prayer to determine your participation and response to God’s call for this great
opportunity.

Prayer: Loving and generous God. Thank you for your patience with me as | struggle with
giving and sharing. Help me to see and feel the benefits of generosity through you. Help me
to keep what | need and share all that | can. Through the witness of Jesus Christ, Amen



5. Scripture: Psalms 112:5 - God will come to those who are generous and lend freely
who conduct their affairs with justice.

What does the dictionary say that generous means? The quality of being kind,
understanding and not selfish or willingness to give money and other valuable things
to others or this somewhat different definition the virtue of giving good things to other
freely and abundantly

There is a popular quote attributed to John Bunyan, a 17™" century Puritan preacher that
says “you have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never
repqy you”. This quote seems to encompass all of the definitions offered above. Doing or
giving something without concern for repaymentis kind, unders5tnding and not selfish and
is certainly a virtue that shows one’s goodness. Isn’t that something we strive to be? Giving
freely or generously doe not mean giving all that we have, but rather all that we can. If our
budget has only five dollars of flexible money, then giving part or all of that $5 counts as
generous. If we are fortunate enough to have $50, 5100, $1000 or more, then the
benchmark of generosity might be more. Generosity involves giving according to one’s
ability to give, not any particular dollar amount.

The people who benefit from the components and programming that are targeted in the If
Not Now, When...If Not You, Who campaign will not be able to repay each of us who give,
but the Kingdom of God will be blessed beyond measure. Let’s live abundantly by giving
generously.

Prayer: God of opportunity, provide us with a generous spirit that we can use to provide
opportunity to those in need. We thank you for the blessings in our life and help us to offer a
blessing to others through our giving. Amen



6. Scripture: Hebrews 13:6 — Do not forget to do good and to share with other for with
such sacrifices God is pleased.

| read a story that one day a beggar by the side of the road asked for alms from Alexander
the Great as he passed by. The man was poor and wretched and had no claim upon the
ruler, not right to even lift a solicitous hand. Yet, the Emperor threw him several gold coins.
A courtier was astonished at his generosity and commented “Sir, copper coins would
adequately meet a beggar’s need. Why give him gold?” Alexander responded in royal
fashion, “ Copper coins would suit the beggar’s need, but gold coins suit Alexander’s
giving”

I love this story because itis a reminder that although when we think about giving
opportunities we naturally think about the receiver—who we obviously wish good things for.
Giving, however, is also about the giver. | want to be the person who gives more because it
matches my virtue.

Prayer: Loving God, inspire me to be a giver beyond the need. Help me to give because |
can. With praise for the bounty of my life.Amen



7. Scripture: Romans 12:1 -/ appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the
basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship.

There are so many ways that we can worship God. As the scripture suggests, our lives
should be a living sacrifice...which is an act of worship. Within our sacrifice is giving of
mind, body, soul and resources. It is appropriate that we sacrifice some of our financial
resources as part of our worship of God. Within this mindset, it matters not so much who is

in need, or an amount of giving. Giving is an expression of praise and worship for the One
True God.

Prayer: God of wonder and awe, may our lives be pleasing to you and our actions a living
worship. Help us to worship in body, mind, soul and giving. Amen



